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PREFACE 
 
 I first met Dr. O. Talmadge Spence in 1987 when he was preaching a Bible Conference 
at Maranatha Baptist Church in Elkton, Maryland, where I was a member.  I was also in my 
second year of ministerial study at Maryland Baptist Bible College.  Dr. Spence preached three 
sermons and each one made a definite impact on my spirit.  I realized that this man not only had 
a deep understanding of the Scripture but also had a unique walk with God.  I say “unique” as 
few men in the late 20th century had that kind of walk with God.  Dr. Spence was a true divine, 
as a man who not only knew his doctrine but also knew his devotions. 
 I graduated from Maryland Baptist College in 1988 and was looking to continue my 
theological studies on the graduate level.  Several brethren encouraged me regarding several 
seminaries but I remembered that Dr. Spence founded Foundations Bible College and 
Theological Seminary in Dunn, North Carolina.  I was also listening to his weekly broadcast 
“The Wonderful Word Hour” on our college radio station.  Using that radio broadcast, the Lord 
made it clear that we wanted me to attend Foundations Theological Seminary, which I did in the 
summer of 1992. 
 I spent six weeks in summer studies at Foundations. I knew I was in not just a seminary 
but also in a divinity school, which is a rarity in this day.  Communion and the development of a 
walk with God were stressed as well as a sanctified scholarship.  This was seen in Spence 
preaching every sermon that summer on the Song of Solomon.  You might hear an occasional 
sermon from the Song of Solomon but 20 sermons in a row?  He preached many more than that 
but those were the only ones I personally heard that summer.  Spence then wrote a great 
commentary on the Song of Solomon which you should obtain.1 
 While at Foundations, I was introduced to Spence’s book The Quest For Christian Purity.  
It is one of the most useful books that I have encountered in my Christian life. The first edition 
was published in 1964 and I found a copy in a used book store in Middleton, Nova Scotia.2  A 
second, expanded edition was published in 1988. A brief description of this book is given on the 
website of Foundations Bible College: 
 

“This book is to help the believer in their Christian life if their desire is to know a pure life 
in Christ. The answers to the struggles of the heart are not found immediately after being 
saved, but require the quest of a lifetime. This book does not support the Neo-
Christianity of our time; it does not bring comfort to the carnal heart. A call comes forth 
for the Christian to pursue a life marked by purity and holiness. The book presents this 
quest in a Biblical and Systematic study of twelve sections of Systematic Theology in 
their relationships to the doctrine of Sanctification. It is well suited for the classroom or 
the library at home.” 

 
 The book is an examination of the relationship between sanctification and the aspects of 
systematic theology, which makes it a very unusual book. 
 On pages lvii to lxvi, Spence lists 83 scriptural passages that he lists as guiding verses 
in the quest for Christian purity. These verses are a guide for a Christian seeking heart purity 
and a walk with God in these last days.  This book is a commentary on these verses, seeking 
firstly to understand and interpret the passage and then secondly, to make a practical 
application of the passage in the context of holiness in the Christian life. 
 Spence talks about his view on this “quest” in his book; 

 
1 Available from the bookstore at Foundations Bible College, www.foundations.edu  
2 Spence’s wife, Joye, was from Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, so this first edition may have been donated to this 
bookstore by a relative.  I also obtained a few old yearbooks from Foundations Bible College and Heritage Bible 
College of Dunn, North Carolina, where Spece served before founding Foundations. 
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 2.  

 
“At the age of twenty-three, I entered a deliberate, prayerful, and intelligent quest for a 
life in Christ Jesus. I became aware of the biblical revelation that salvation of the soul 
demanded a life of consecration to Christ. We could not afford to think of being saved 
from hell fire as the exclusive priority of our justification; we must think of the exaltation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ as the only motive for serving and living in the Christian life… 
Foundations Bible College was born in 1974, as a consequence of the quest; and as 
founder and president.” 

 
 A “quest” can be defined as “the act or an instance of seeking or pursuing something; a 
search, an expedition undertaken.” This “quest for Christian purity” is a lifelong journey, starting 
at salvation and consummating on our last day on earth. We are looking for heart purity, 
holiness, communion with God and a walk with God in these last days.   

This book is a commentary on these verses.  I have edited Spence’s list slightly in 
removing a few verses and adding a few others. The goal of this book is to better understand 
and “flesh out” the relevant verses that are given to guide us in this burden for a genuine life and 
walk with God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



3 
 

 
PASSAGE 1: GENESIS 5:22-24 

Genesis 5:21 And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: 
 
“Methuselah”   

1. His name means “When he dies, it shall come”, which was the Flood.  O. Talmadge 
Spence translates it as “Death Sent Away”3 There is the suffix “-selah” in his name which 
is used often in the Psalms, indicating a pause or a break. 

 2. The Flood came very soon after Methuselah’s death. 
 
“Very little is recorded of him, which is another proof of the Divine inspiration of the Scriptures—
a truth which cannot be overemphasized. Had the Bible been a human production, much would 
have been written about Enoch and an attempt made to show the cause and explain the method 
of his mysterious exit from this world. The silence of Holy Scripture attest their Divine origin! But 
though little is told us about Enoch, a careful examination of what is recorded suggests and 
supplies a wonderfully complete biography.”4  
 
“There are three particular men who should be studied together to note a certain distinction 
centering around the year of the Flood. These three men are Enoch, Methuselah, and Noah. 
They were quite a combination. Enoch was born (using Anstey's numerics) 3,424 B.C. He lived 
365 years before he was translated 3,059 B.C. Methuselah was born 3,359 B.C., and died 
2,390 B.C. Noah was born 2,990 B.C. and died 2,040 B.C. Noah was 600 years old the year of 
the Flood (Gen. 7:6). These figures indicate that Noah was born 69 years after the translation of 
Enoch. Noah never personally met Enoch. However, Methuselah, the son of Enoch, lived 
contemporary to Noah during those 69 years, and he died the year the Flood came, without 
seeing the Flood. Methuselah, himself, as well as Enoch, did not actually see the Flood. The 
New Testament calls Noah, "a preacher of righteousness" (II Pet. 2:5), and that Enoch, "the 
seventh from Adam, prophesied" (Jude 14) of the Lord coming with ten thousands of his saints, 
to execute judgement upon all. Methuselah certainly heard his father, Enoch, prophesy, and 
could have easily told Noah of his father's prophecies. This would give Noah the added 
information, even apart from the immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit, concerning the 
judgment, which not only included the Tribulation Period but also the Flood. Methuselah carried 
his father's message to Noah, yet, he, himself, did not see the rain fall from the skies in the 
Flood. This is really a marvelous observation when you think of all the forces converging at that 
time of judgment.”5  
 
Genesis 5:22 And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three 
hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: 
 
“Enoch walked with God” Something about the birth of Methuselah caused Enoch to start 
walking with God.  It could have the prophetic revelation behind the meaning of the name of 
Methuselah. 
 
Enoch’s life and walk were a witness to that wicked generation he lived in.  

1. See a man who loves God, is surrendered to God and who seeks to live for God and 
to promote his glory.  Enoch no doubt also wanted to know God as much as he was 
able.  You can live for God and walk with God in an evil day and such a life and walk 

 
3 Foundations Bible Commentary, page 75. 
4 A. W. Pink, Gleanings in Genesis. 
5 O. Talmadge Spence, Foundations Bible Commentary, page 76. 
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would serve as a continual rebuke to that generation.   
2. Many in his day, as in ours, would have said “You can’t walk with God today!  It is too 
bad a day! Why even try?  It’s hopeless.” But a good man rejects this, and believes that 
bad days bring out good people and bring out the best in Christian people.  Anyone can 
live for God in days of revival, but can you do it in days of apostasy?   
3. Others would not have seen the need for it.  “We are also saved by grace and we 
have eternal security, so why put too much effort in this?” But these people have no 
understanding of what Biblical Christianity is.  The new birth is not an end but a 
beginning, the beginning of the Christian life and of the Quest for Christian Purity.  We 
go on from our spiritual birth to grow up into maturity and to seek for Christian perfection 
(Hebrews 6:1). Salvation is not just about being saved.  It is fulfilled in going on to 
perfection. 
4. His witness against the sins of his day was an aggressive one.  Jude 14 talks about 
how Enoch was a preacher of righteousness as well as a prophet.  But Enoch’s day was 
so bad and judgment so certain that in his prophecies, he skipped right over the first 
coming of the Lord (which was associated with no judgments) to the second coming, 
which is filled with judgments. 
This is a verse that deals with some aspect of the Christian’s growth and pursuit of God.   

 
We see Enoch walking with God, which is something that is never easy, even under the best of 
conditions.  But Enoch lived in a very bad day, much like we do today.  The “days of Noah” were 
upon him, and there were very few faithful followers of God in the earth.  Yet Enoch could still 
walk with God, without a Bible, without a local church, without a pastor, without any devotional 
books or Christian radio station.  And he did it for 300 years?  He maintained communion with 
God for three centuries! Didn’t he ever get tired or discouraged?  Didn’t he ever backslide?  Do 
you have the spiritual stamina to maintain such a walk for 300 years with very little 
encouragement?  
 1. “It shews us the invincible nature of true faith, (for by faith Enoch walked with God:) I 
 say, it sheweth us the invincible nature of true faith, in that it would hold up a man in 
 close communion with God for the space of three hundred years  (John Bunyan, An 
 Exposition of the First Ten Chapters of Genesis, page 57).” 
 2. If Enoch could walk 300 years with God and maintain communion for 300 years under 
 the very trying circumstances that he did, he will no doubt rise up in judgment on those 
 who found it difficult to walk with God for 3 years or 30 years, with all the spiritual aids 
 and advantages that we have in our day!  Enoch would walk with God for 300 years 
 without a Bible, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, a local church, a pastor, a hymnbook, a 
 devotional book, or much encouragement from others. 
 
Enoch walked with God as Noah would later in 6:9. 
 
“He begat sons and daughters” Enoch was a holy man but he was also a normal man, Enoch 
went about his normal routine of life while maintaining his walk with God.  He got up every 
morning, went to work, paid his bills and did everything everyone else in his generation was 
doing, yet without allowing his devotional life and walk with God to suffer.  You can walk with 
God even if you work with carnal people all day.  You can walk with God when the bills pile up, 
when the car is in the shop, when the kids are sick, when you are shopping for the groceries.  
Enoch was a family man.  No doubt he did his best to pass his faith on to his children. How 
successful he was is not clear, but we know that the children of even the best of men do not 
always follow their father in his faith. 
 
Is there any significance that the years of Enoch’s earthly life is the same number of days in our 
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year?  The year may have only been 360 days in the pre-Flood days. Enoch walked with God 
for 300 of his 365 years on earth.  To walk with God for a week or a month would exhaust some 
Christians, but Enoch did it for three centuries with no church, no pastor, no hymnal, no Bible 
and no indwelling with the Holy Spirit. We have all of these, so what is our excuse? We have so 
many more spiritual advantages than Enoch had yet we cannot produce a hundredth of the 
spiritual fruit that he did. 
 
Enoch lived only 365 years, a relatively short life span in these days.  He was too good a man to 
remain much longer in such a wicked world. “The best characters are the most easily recorded 
and often furnish the fewest materials for history…The history of an Alexander, a Caesar, a 
Napoleon, would fill many a page and curse many a volume; while the simple, noble life of a 
man honored above all humanity is comprised of one sentence: Enoch walked with God” 
(William Jay, Evening Exercises for Everyday in the Year, page 174).” 
 
Genesis 5:24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 
 
Enoch as a type of the rapture: 
 1. Enoch was a Gentile 
 2. He lived in the days of Noah, very bad days 
 3. It was sudden and without warning 
 4. Taken before the Flood (tribulation) 
 5. Enoch a type of the Christian who will be delivered from the tribulation 
 6. He was also a prophet who spoke of the Second Coming in Jude 14,15. 

7. Enoch had the unique distinction of being the only person in 6,000 years of history 
who never died and never will die. He will not be one of the two witnesses of Revelation. 
That will be Moses and Elijah. Enoch is the sole exception to “it is appointed unto men 
once to die” (Hebrews 9:27). As Enoch did not live like the rest of his generation, he did 
not die like them, either. 

 
Enoch did not walk with God physically as Adam did in the Garden, but rather spiritually.  In two 
ways, Enoch had a greater spiritual privilege than Adam did: 

1. God met Adam in the “cool of the day”, apparently at that appointed time daily only.  
Enoch walked with God continually. 
2. Adam’s communion with God was limited to the geography of the Garden of Eden, but 
not Enoch’s. 
3. Adam saw God physically, but Enoch never did as far as we know, though he had a 
very strong sense of God’s presence. 
4. Enoch is the only man in Scripture of whom it is said that he “walked with God”. 
5. Enoch walked to heaven; the others died in order to go to heaven. 

 
Walking with God would involve several things: 
 1. Agreeing with God- Amos 3:3. 
 2. Going in the same direction with God. 
 3. Walking at the same speed with God. 

4. Being in fellowship with God.  Would you walk with an enemy? 
5. Desiring to walk with God- it is difficult to force someone to do this. 
6. It is a deliberate act of the will to walk, much less to walk with God.  It cannot  
be done unconsciously. 
7. You must have the stamina and determination to be able to walk any distance  
with God.  If God saved you early in life, and you live out a normal lifespan, you may 
walk with God for 70 years or more. 
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8. Walking with God means you are not walking with the world.  That would  
involve walking in opposite directions at the same time, which is impossible. You are 
condemning the world as you walk against it and walk with God (Hebrews 11:7) 
9. Walking implies motion, effort and energy.  Lazy people do not walk. 
10.  It involves patience and self-discipline.  You are to walk with God at His own  
pace.  You are not to run ahead of Him. 
11. Walking implies making forward progress toward a goal.  The goal for the saint is 
going on with god, getting to know Him better (Philippians 3:10), to be further conformed 
to His image (Romans 8:29). 
12. He lived as one whose eye was continually upon God; whose care and constant 
course and business it was to please God, and to imitate him, and to maintain 
acquaintance and communion with him; as one devoted to God's service, and wholly 
governed by his will. He walked not with the men of that wicked age, or as they walked 
(Matthew Poole). 

 
Enoch marks a refreshing break from the “and he died” refrain in this chapter. 
 
“It is significant that Enoch prophesied about midway between Adam and Abraham, and Elijah 
about midway between Abraham and Christ, and that both ministered in times of deep 
apostasy. (Henry Morris, The Genesis Record).” 
 
“In walking, friends become communicative— one tells his trouble and the other strives to 
console him under it—and then imparts to him his own secret in return. When persons are 
constantly in the habit of walking together from choice, you may be quite sure there are many 
communications between them with which no stranger may intermeddle. If I wanted to know a 
man through and through, I should want to walk with him for a time, for walking communion 
brings out parts of the man which even in domestic life may be concealed.”6  
 
“he was not…”  “Note that he was missed. This is one thing which I could not overlook. He was 
missed, for the apostle says he, “was not found.” Now, if a man is not found, it shows that 
somebody looked for him. When Elijah went to heaven, you remember, 50 men of the sons of 
the prophets went and searched for him. I do not wonder that they did—they would not meet 
with an Elijah every day—and when he was gone away, body and all, they might well look for 
him! Enoch was not found, but they looked for him. A good man is missed. A true child of God in 
a church like this, working and serving his Master, is only one among five thousand—but if he 
has walked with God, his decease is lamented. The dear brother whom we have just buried, we 
shall miss. His brother elders will miss him. The many who have been converted to God and 
helped by his means will miss him. And assuredly I shall miss him. I look towards the spot 
where he used to sit—I trust that someone else will sit there who will be half as useful as he 
was. It will be almost more than I can expect. We do not want to live and die so that nobody will 
care whether we were on earth or not. Enoch was missed when he was gone and so will they 
be who walk with God.”7  
 There is something of a rapid and secret element to Enoch’s disappearance.  One 
minute he was one earth, the next minute he was not.  No one saw him vanish and no one had 
any idea where he was or what had become of him.  So shall it be with those whom the Lord 
takes in the rapture. 
 

 
6 Charles Spurgeon, “Enoch” in Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, sermon 1307. 
7 Ibid. 
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“God often takes those soonest whom he loves best.”8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8 Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible. 
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PASSAGE TWO: GENESIS 6:9 

These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his 
generations, and Noah walked with God. 
 
Noah also walked with God as Enoch did in Genesis 5:22.  
 
Walking with God would involve several things: 
 1. Agreeing with God- Amos 3:3. 
 2. Going in the same direction with God. 
 3. Walking at the same speed with God. 

4. Being in fellowship with God.  Would you walk with an enemy? 
 5. Desiring to walk with God- it is difficult to force someone to do this. 

6. It is a deliberate act of the will to walk, much less to walk with God.  It cannot be done 
unconsciously. 
7. You must have the stamina and determination to be able to walk any distance with 
God.  If God saved you early in life, and you live out a normal lifespan, you may walk 
with God for 70 years or more. 
8. Walking with God means you are not walking with the world.  That would involve 
walking in opposite directions at the same time, which is impossible. You are 
condemning the world as you walk against it and walk with God (Hebrews 11:7) 
9. Walking implies motion, effort and energy.  Lazy people do not walk. 
10.  It involves patience and self-discipline.  You are to walk with God at His own pace. 
You are not to run ahead of Him. 

 
Walking implies making forward progress toward a goal.  The goal for the remnant saint is going 
on with god, getting to know Him better (Philippians 3:10), to be further conformed to His image 
(Romans 8:29) 
 
Both men walked with God but Noah was not raptured as Enoch was.  Enoch is a type of the 
Christian who is raptured out before the judgment of the Flood/Tribulation.  Noah  is a type of the 
remnant that will go through the Flood/Tribulation, only to be preserved through it.  Enoch was 
removed from the world as his legacy would be spiritual and heavenly.  Noah inherited the world 
after the Flood, showing his legacy to be more terrestrial.  Since Enoch represents the Church, 
we see our inheritance is not bound up in or on the earth but is heavenly.  Noah represents the 
Jew who makes it through the tribulation and their inheritance is wrapped up in the physical 
land. 
 
The Bible lists three different types of walking with God: 
 1. Walking after God (Hosea 11:10). This would involve following after God. 

2. Walking before God (Genesis 17:1). This involves walking before God in the sense 
that your life is a completely open book before Him and that you are hiding nothing from 
Him. 

 3. Walking with God, such as Enoch (Genesis 5:24) and Noah. 
 
In this walk with God, Noah “condemned the world” (Hebrews 11:7), in much the same way 
Enoch did.  To walk apart from the ways of the world and to choose a life that is so opposed to 
the way all flesh is walking is to condemn the philosophy of the world. 
 
This is a verse that deals with some aspect of the Christian’s growth and pursuit of God.  In the 
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worst of all possible days (the days immediately leading up to the Flood), Noah was a good 
man, a just man and a perfect man.  He was perfect, not in the sense that he was sinless 
(“perfect” never means sinless perfection in Scripture), but he was a mature, complete believer.   
 
Noah is referred to as: 
 1. Just 
 2. Perfect- also see Appendix 1  
  A. Mature, complete, wanting nothing. 

B. Noah was the first “perfect” man in Scripture, although we may well assume 
Enoch was probably perfect as well, although he is not referred to as perfect. 

 
“in his generations”.   
 1. Noah served his generation by walking with God and by being perfect.   
 2. Noah was born into his generation and was born for it and prepared for it. 

3. David was also said to have “served his generation” in Acts 13:36. We are all born 
into our generation by the providence of God to serve our generation by the will of God. I 
was born in 1964 and my generation included the 1970s (especially 1978 onward when I 
was saved) to the present day. 
4. We cannot serve previous generations or even future ones, as we are not products of 
those generations.  But we can serve our present one in which we were born into and 
which we understand the best.  Neither Paul nor David could effectively minister to the 
early 21st century as neither was born and raised on television, radio, the internet, etc 
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PASSAGE 3: GENESIS 17:1 
And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, 
and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 
 
After the failure of Genesis 16 comes the call to perfect in Genesis 17.  Failure does not have to 
be fatal or final.  Once a failure is dealt with through confession and repentance, we can then 
continue to move on with God. 

1. Abraham had a very serious lapse of faith regarding Hagar and Ishmael but it was not 
fatal, and God still intends to use Abraham. Abraham recovers from that sin of chapter 16 to go 
unto further spiritual advance here. 

2. From the birth of Ishmael to here, there were 13 years of silence from God, no word 
from Him at all.  During these 13 years, Abraham made no spiritual progress with God. 
 
“Almighty God” El Shaddai, the God of the Breast, signifying strength. 
 
“walk before me” 

1. Walking with God and walking before God are two very different things.  Enoch 
walked with God but Abram is called to walk before God.  Before, we say Enoch and Noah 
walking “with” God.  Now Abram is called to something deeper- walk “before” God.  God is 
calling Abram to walk before completely open and naked, hiding nothing and setting nothing as 
“off limits” to God.  Let God have complete and total access of the heart.  We are to have 
complete candor before God and He will return that candor in dealing with us about 
shortcomings and other problems in our life and walk. 

2. Abram was a man to whom God could say this to and Abram would respond.  God 
says this to so few Christians because so few would respond with the same heart as Abram 
had.  

3. Why did the Lord wait until now to give this call to Abram to walk before Him and to be 
perfect?  God said nothing about this in Genesis 12 or 15. In those passages, Abram is not told 
to do anything in relation to the covenant, just believe.  But now come the twin charges to walk 
before God and to be perfect.  It could be Abram wasn’t ready for this call yet.  He had to grow 
and mature to a certain point before he could receive such a call and respond to it properly.  
This was a strong call to a strong man from a strong God and weak or immature believers would 
not be able to handle such a call properly. 

4. “Abram is bidden to "walk before" Almighty God. The children of Israel were exhorted 
to "walk after" the Lord: "Ye shall walk after the Lord your God, and fear Him, and keep His 
commandments" (Deut. 13:4). Of Enoch and Noah it is witnessed that they "walked with God" 
(Gen. 5:24; 6:9). But of those who are members of the Body of Christ the word is, "As ye have 
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him" (Col. 2:6). To walk before is 
suggestive of a child running ahead and playing in the presence of his father, conscious of his 
perfect security because he is just behind. To walk after becomes a servant following his 
master. To walk with indicates fellowship and friendship. To walk in denotes union. As to how 
we are to walk in Christ, the Holy Spirit tells us in the words which immediately follow the 
exhortation: "Rooted and built up in Him" (Col. 2:7). We might summarize these varied aspects 
of the believer’s walk as intimated by the four different prepositions thus: we walk "before" God 
as children; we walk "after" Him as servants; we walk "with" Him as His friends; we walk "in" 
Him as members of His body. (A. W. Pink, Gleanings in Genesis).” 

5. To walk before God also has the same idea as David’s prayer in Psalm 139:23,24: 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any 
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wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” Praying such a prayer is an invitation for 
God to come into the life with no restrictions, and to have Him deal with us in perfect candor, 
that He can say anything to us about anything in our lives and that we would not be offended.  It 
is difficult to speak to anyone in such a manner, even a child, a spouse or our closest friend. Bur 
we can ask God to deal with us in such a manner for He will do it in the proper spirit, with the 
proper goal of improving us in any spiritual matters that we may be deficient.  It is not easy to 
pray such a prayer, as God may answer it!  Can you deal with facing God in complete and open 
honesty, holding nothing back? 
 
“perfect” 
 1. Perfect never means sinless- it means mature and complete.  

2. “The commands of God are really simple, ‘Come unto me’ (Matthew 11:28) and ‘Abide 
in me’ (John 15:4).  The New Birth meets the need of the first command, sanctification meets 
the need of the second.”9  

3. Spiritual Perfection must be possible in this life, else this exhortation means nothing. 
Can one love God with his whole heart and mind, not entering into volitional sins (only those 
“sins by accident” that tend to ambush us)?  Such a life must be possible, but there are very few 
who have actually entered into a quest for such a life, yet it should be the desire for every true 
Christian.   

4. How can we expect or hope to live perfect?  It is impossible through human effort.  It 
is only possible when the Christian seeks and relies upon the power of the “God of the Breast” 
or the “Almighty God” through the ongoing work of sanctification in the life. 
 5. We may not be able to live sinless but we can live blameless. 

6. "Be ye therefore perfect as your Father which is in heaven is perfect" (Matthew 5:48).  
The call to perfection is both an Old and New Testament charge. 
 
The Crises in Abraham’s Life- the Call to Sanctification here 
 
What is a crises? 

A. A time or a circumstance that demands a decision and a response on the part of the 
individual 
 1. It does not need to be negative in nature 
  a. Enoch’s crises was the birth of his son 
 2. It can come more than once in a life 
B. Consider Pearl Harbor.  The Japanese attacked.  A decision had been thrust upon 
America and Americans.  What would we do in a critical hour and how would we 
respond? 

 
Why the crises? 

A. People generally don’t change unless they have to.  Inertia comes into the life when 
we get settled and comfortable.  The crises comes to kick us out of our complacency 
and to force us to make necessary changes in the life or to move on in our Christian life 
of we have been stagnant. 
B. Salvation is like this.  No one gets saved on his own volition but the Holy Spirit must 
bring in a crises of salvation to get the sinner thinking about his need of salvation and 
then to act on the convicting work of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Before the Crises- occasional lapses and sins. An inconsistent and ineffectual Christian life 

 
9 O. Talmadge Spence, Foundations Bible Commentary: The Pentateuch, page 146. 
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1. Partial obedience- didn’t leave all his kindred but took Lot with him into Canaan- Genesis 
12:1,4 
2. Went to Egypt without God’s command, Genesis 12:10 
3. Lied about Sarah, Genesis 12:12 
4. Incident with Hagar, Genesis 16 
 A. “Helping God out” to fulfill His covenant 
5. Abraham's life can be easily divided into two great segments: (1) The Call Out of Sin, and (2) 
The Call Into Perfection. When Abraham was seventy-five years old he was called, spiritually, 
out of sin. (Genesis 12:1-4). When Abraham was ninety-nine years old he was called into 
perfection. (Genesis 17:1) 
 
Yes, there were victories but Abraham has the stumble and trouble that we all deal with. 
 
The Crises hits- Gen 17 
1. Abraham is already a believer 
 A. There are two crises in the life: 
  1. Salvation- will you accept Christ as Savior? 
   a. My crises- 1978 
  2. Sanctification- will you accept Christ as Lord? 
   a. My crises- 1992 
2. Other crises 
 A. Enoch- birth of his son- Genesis 5 
  1. He begins walking with God. 
 B. Jacob- wrestling with God at Bethel- Genesis 28 

1. The Double Cure is best exemplified in the life of Jacob with the use of two 
places in geography: (1) Bethel, and (2) Peniel. Bethel was the "gate of heaven" 
to Jacob and is typical of Regeneration or the New Birth. (Genesis 28:11-22.) 
Peniel was the place of "wrestling" for Jacob and is typical of Sanctification. 
(Genesis 32:24-30) Bethel gains life; Peniel gains death. Regeneration is the 
giving of Life; Sanctification is the administration of a death to self. Jacob was 
redeemed at Bethel, but he was redeemed from ALL EVIL, including the sin 
nature-full salvation- at Peniel.”10  

 C. Moses at the burning bush- Exodus 3 
  1. He decides to obey God and to return to Egypt 
 D. Isaiah in his vision in Isaiah 6. 

1. He had been preaching up that point but his ministry deepened after chapter 6.  
Just read his prophecies from chapters 40-66. 

 E. Jeremiah in his resolution to quit in Jeremiah 20 
 F. Peter, after his three denials 

1. He was ready to quit but after Jesus restored him, he resolved never to deny 
the Lord again. 

 G. Paul- Acts 7 and 9 
3. God now confronts Abraham  
 A. Refer to Exodus 21 and the “ear bored through” 

B. Abraham responds properly 
 
After the Crises- a stronger, deeper and more effective walk as he accepts the working of God 
in his life here. 
1. The change in life comes- 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 
10 O. Talmadge Spence, The Quest for Christian Purity, page 122. 
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A. There MUST be the change else there was no crises and no new birth as it always 
will result in a change of nature. 

i. This is a major problem in modern Christianity, professions without 
conversions. People claim to get saved yet there is no change in the life, little 
desire for God, communion, and a Christian walk. 

B. Sanctification is both a crisis experience and a process in growth. You saved and 
sanctified in an instant but then you spend the rest of your life working out that salvation 
(Philippians 2:12,13). 

2. Circumcision enacted  17:10 
 A. The physical mark of the covenant 

B. There will be physical evidences of a successful crises 
  i. In dress 
  ii. In appearance 
  iii. In layout of our house 
  iv. In what we read, watch, listen to 
  v. All of this indicates a cutting away of the old life, and is an attack on the flesh. 
 C. This shows Abraham’s separation unto God 
2. Names changed  17:5,15 

A. A new start in the new life needs a new name with a stronger spiritual character 
B. Other Bible characters who had their names changed: 
 i. Sarah 
 ii. Jacob, to Israel  
 iii. Joseph, to Zaphenath-Paneah by Pharaoh 
 iii. Daniel changed to Belteshazzar (Daniel 1:7) 

(a). Granted not every instance of a changed name has a good 
background but it shows it was a common practice. 
(b). We see it even today, such as Cassius Clay changing his name to 
Muhammad Ali, or Michael Luther King changing his name to Martin 
Luther King. 

iv. Hananiah changed to Shadrach 
v. Mishael changed to Meshach 
vi. Azariah changed to Abed-nego 
vii. Nebuchadnezzar changed the name Mattaniah to Zedekiah 
Mattaniah – Meaning of Mattaniah is Gift of Jehovah. And the meaning of 
Zedekiah is “The Lord is righteous”; God’s justice. (2 Kings 24:17) “And the king 
of Babylon made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s uncle, king in his place, and changed 
his name to Zedekiah. 

 viii.. Peter 
  ix. Paul 

x. Isaiah 62:2  And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy 
glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD 
shall name. 
xi. Revelation 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will 
give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man 
knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 
xii. Revelation 3:12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my 
God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, 
and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh 
down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. 

3. God communes directly and physically with Abraham  18:33 
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4. God confides to Abraham about Sodom, Genesis 18 
5. Abraham intercedes in a strong way with God about Sodom, Genesis 18:23-33 
6. The offering of Isaac, Genesis 22 
  
But this is not sinless perfection- there is still a failure after the crises in Genesis 20:2- Abraham 
lies about Sarah again 
1. The crises is not sinless perfection for there is no such thing in this life.  It is spiritual maturity 
2. God dealt with Abraham in stronger and deeper ways after the crises than He did before 
 A. Intercession for Sodom 
 B. Offering of Isaac 
 C. Dealings regarding the Covenant 
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PASSAGE 4: GENESIS 31:13 
I am the God of Beth-el, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst 
a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land of 
thy kindred. 
 
“El of the House of El”, or God of the House of God, also in Genesis 35:7. As the “God of the 
House of God”, God shows that He is greater than any house that is erected on earth for Him.  
God is greater than any religion or building. In this case, there was no building, as neither the 
tabernacle nor temple were built.  The “house of God” was an outdoor pillar or altar.  It can be 
any place where God meets with you. 
 
Things Jacob did at Bethel (Genesis 28:18-22): 

1. He anointed a pillar. If Jacob anointed it with oil, and if oil is an emblem for the Holy 
Spirit, then we see the Holy Spirit starting to make His presence felt in Jacob’s life and 
relation with God. 
 A. It is interesting that Jacob built a pillar and not an altar here. 

 2. He vowed a vow to God. 
A. When you make a vow unto God, He will remember it and hold you to it.  How 
many people make vows to God in a moment of desperation, and then forget the 
vow when God does deliver them. Foxhole conversions are common but few are 
lasting. Solomon says in Ecclesiastes 5:4,5 “When thou vowest a vow unto God, 
defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast 
vowed.  Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and 
not pay.” 
B. Elements of the vow 

i. Genesis 28:20- If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that 
I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on 
 a. God fulfilled this. Eventually making Jacob a wealthy man.   
ii. Genesis 28:21- So that I come again to my father’s house in peace; 
then shall the Lord be my God: 
iii. Genesis 28:22- All that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth 
unto thee. 

  a. Promise of tithing and honoring God with his substance.  
3. Jacob may have forgotten or neglected the vow that he made with God but He never 
forgot the covenant He had with Jacob. 

 
We can get so caught up in our circumstances that we forget or neglect our relationship with 
God.  God will use a crisis in the life to get our attention, as He does with Jacob here. In those 
times, it is often good to take some time, get back to basics, “go back to Bethel” and reset our 
relationship with Him.  The Roman Catholics have frequent “retreats” for their priests that is 
designed to aid them spiritually.  May we learn from them.  Especially God’s true ministers need 
to take some time off occasionally and spend time alone with God in “getting back to basics”. 
God has a way of using circumstances like this to “wake us up” and to get us where He wants 
us to be. 
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PASSAGE 5: GENESIS 35:1-3 
And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell there: and make 
there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face 
of Esau thy brother.Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with 
him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change 
your garments:  And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an 
altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in 
the way which I went. 
 
God commands an altar to be built here. 
 
Three steps to revival in Genesis 35: 

1. “Let us arise, and go up to Beth-el” (Genesis 35:3). This is the place of revelation or  
“closeness to God.” For the Christian it may stand for the time of his conviction, 
conversion, consecration, or his call to the life of faith. Every Christian needs to “go back 
to Bethel” and build an altar once in a while.  

A. We must “rise up”. God will call us but He will not force us.  We must respond 
out of obedience and desire to go back to Bethel, re-set ourselves, get back to 
the basics of our Christian life and get back on track in our walk with God. 

   2. “Put away the strange gods” (Genesis 35:2).  
A. Even Christians are plagued with idolatry.  Even John had to admonish his 
“little children” to “keep yourselves from idols” in 1 John 5:21. Idolatry had worked 
itself into Jacob’s family. 

   3. “And be clean, and change your garments.” (Genesis 35:2) 
  A. The garment can be spotted by the flesh (Jude 23). 
 
35:2 Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the 
strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments: 
 
A new life also involves a new wardrobe. Revival also usually starts in the wardrobe. 
 
Fathers and husbands should command enough respect among their families to make such a 
charge and it be obeyed.  We know the backslider Lot had no such respect or power among his 
own family and they laughed at him when he warned of the pending destruction of Sodom. The 
Father/Husband should be setting the example and leading the way for both the Christian walk 
and times of restoration and reformation when needed. 
 
“Put away the strange gods that are among you” The idolatry in Jacob’s house was due to the 
influence of Laban’s house, which is another reason why Jacob wasn’t to leave Laban’s 
influence. Today, the reference would be to the statues of St. Joseph, the Virgin Mary, St. Jude, 
Blessed John the Baptist, et al. that are found in most Roman Catholic houses. 
 
35:3 And let us arise, and go up to Beth-el; and I will make there an altar unto 
God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way 
which I went. 
 
It usually takes another “day of distress” to go back to our Bethel and pick up God, right where 
we left Him.  We seldom will do it in a time of prosperity. 
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PASSAGE 6: EXODUS 3:5 
And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy ground. 
 
“Draw not nigh hither” There is a distance between God and man in the Old Testament that 
still exists as Christ had not yet come to break down that middle wall of partition between God 
and man (Ephesians 2:14). 
 
Here, shoes are removed from the feet.  In the New Testament, shoes are put on the feet- Luke 
15:22.  This custom of taking off the shoes is still practiced by many Orientals when you enter 
their home. The Moslem takes off his shoes when he enters his mosque. 
 1. Moses becomes a barefoot saint. 
 2. “But God announces it to be "holy ground;" this was a guarantee for the protection 
against uncleanness. Shoes would not be needed if the child of God was placed in a position to 
walk on holy ground. We would need either the protection of the shoes against the dirt, or, the 
purification of the path against impurity. It was only a temporary hope in the shoes; God would 
provide a permanent path for the feet. Like Isaiah, who, when he saw the glory of the Lord, 
spoke of his own uncleanness (Isa. 6:1-6), so Moses "hid his face; for he was afraid to look 
upon God" (v. 6b) (O. Talmadge Spence, Exodus in Foundations Bible Commentary, page 
237).” 
 
Moses was learned in all the education and wisdom of the Egyptians but he was still not ready 
to do anything for God as he had not yet met God.  The wisdom of Egypt is still nothing but the 
wisdom of this world.  It will not do for spiritual service as God requires the heart more than He 
does the head. The colleges of this world cannot equip for the divine service. For that, we must 
be taught in the school of God. 

1. You must be prepared to meet God, fellowship with God and serve God.  This is not 
done by education or training as Moses already had that.  This preparation is spiritual 
and Moses needed what he could not have learned in any human classroom. 

 
Moses was going to have to sanctify himself before he could approach God.  This was done by 
the removal of the shoes. This was a mark of respect, especially in the light of a superior. 
Orientals removed their shoes at home and all places of worship, as we remove hats. It was 
symbolic of laying aside all pollution from walking in sin. Moses would have to sanctify himself 
and be sanctified by God because Israel was corrupting themselves in their exposure to 
Egyptian idolatry. Israel had spent centuries in Egypt and try as they might, there was no way 
she could insulate herself totally from Egyptian idolatry and culture.  We see this in Exodus 32 
with the incident with the golden calf.  Where did Israel learn that?  In Egypt. 
 
Shoes are worn for three reasons: 

1. To protect the feet.  In the presence of God, He will offer us any protection and 
provision that we would need. 

A. Protection and protection while engaging those feet in service- Romans 10:15 
“And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful 
are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of 
good things!” 
B. But even the feet must be “unshod” while in active use in service. 

2. To keep the feet from getting dirty.  But in the presence of God, He will keep us clean 
and sanctified. 

 3. For American women, for show and decoration!  
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Our approach to a holy God for holy revelation and a call to holy service must be in a holy 
manner by us.  God may be approached, but not carnally or rashly, but reverently and in fear. 
When God does speak to man after a 400-year silence, the burden regards His holiness. 

1. This is a major problem in western Christianity, a lack of reverence.  They had no 
respect or fear of God.  Look how they address God.  Look how they talk of God.  Look 
at how they dress for church.  There is no fear before their eyes (Romans 3:18).  
2. There can be no fellowship or true service without this reverence for God and a desire 
for sanctification. 
3. God did not appear to Moses nor called him while Moses was in Egypt, so God waited 
until Moses was in the wilderness before He dealt with him. 

 
Jesus used this as a foundation for His teaching in the resurrection in Matthew 22:31,32. 
 
“holy ground” Because Israel was dwelling in a defiled land of Egypt and they were defiling 
themselves by their adoption of Egyptian idolatry.  See Ezekiel 20. 
 1. This is also the first use of “holy” in the Scripture. 
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PASSAGE 7: EXODUS 33:18 

And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 
 

It all culminates in this.  Moses has now progressed to the point spiritually that he wants 
to see God for all He is.  Moses wants as much of God as he can get.  To know God is good.  
But to see His full glory is best.  Moses had a large desire to make, to see that which no man 
can describe or full appreciate. 
 What a man desires reveals what is in his heart.  For a preacher to desire to build a 
“great church” or see “thousands saved” or be invited to preach at the next Spiritual Leadership 
Conference or Sword of the Lord Conference shows the carnality in his heart.  But if his desire 
is God and God Himself only, there is then spiritual hope for such a man. 
 
“This request reveals much to us.  It is human and natural to think that the signs, works, 
wonders and miracles are the greater things to see; but to see the Lord, Himself, is greater than 
His works.  When we were young Christians, we longed to see the mighty hand of God perform 
great work; and the gifts of God were most important to us all.  However, as purity and maturity 
takes hold of our lives, and grace brings the growth of godly character, we begin to see that 
God, Himself, is greater than anything else about God. 
 “Moses had seen the ‘bush’ on fire; he had witnessed the mighty hand of God in the 
plagues; he had seen the cloud; he had seen the Red Sea give way before Israel and Pharaoh 
killed in the returning waters; he had seen the quaking mount and the fiery law; and, he had 
seen water from the Rock and the manna fall from heaven.  These were all supernatural 
wonders to behold.  However, the test of godliness is whether we desire the gifts or the Giver, 
the blessings or the Blesser, or, the miraculous works of God or God. 
 “But Moses had come to age in his spiritual desires- He wanted to see God! Nothing 
short of the vision of God would satisfy him.  There was greatness in the request as well as 
greatness in the response from God.  Not many people in the Bible approximate this hope (O. 
Talmadge Spence, Foundations Bible Commentary on the Pentateuch, page 356).” 
 
Seeing the glory of God: 
 1. It must be desired 
  A. Moses had to ask for it 
  B. It was a large request- no greater request could be made 
  C. Many may ask but few would be willing to pay the price 
   i. It could also destroy some people who would be ruined by it 

ii. Moses got to this point by spending 40 days with God alone on the 
Mount 

 2. It must be sought 
 3. Only God will give it 
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PASSAGE 8: LEVITICUS 20:7,8 

Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God. And ye shall 
keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD which sanctify you, 
 
1. “Sanctify” 
 A. Set yourself apart for a special, or a holy purpose. 

i. The context for these two verses is not a good one. The whole chapter is filled 
with the vile sins of the nations round about Israel and the danger of Israel being 
contaminated.  To prevent this, God gives a call to holiness and sanctification.  
The worse the environment, the stronger the call. 
ii. You CAN live for God even in the worst moral environments, but only through 
the power of God, holiness and sanctification. 

B. God sanctifies us at salvation but we must also sanctify ourselves to God by 
dedication, consecration and developing communion and a walk with God. 
 i. “I am the LORD which sanctify you” 20:7b 
 ii. “Here is sovereignty and free will participating in the holiness of the saints. 

There is a work that we do ("Sanctify yourselves"); and, there is a work God 
does ("I am the Lord which sanctify you"). All we have to do is harmonize 
these verses with other portions of Scripture (Jn. 17:17; I Thess. 4:3; 5:23; etc.), 
and we can see the proper unity of that which is involved in the purity of heart 
for man through the atonement (O. Talmadge Spence, The Foundations Bible 
Commentary, The Pentateuch, pages 449-450).” 
iii. The world sanctifies itself to sin and the flesh. We must sanctify ourselves to 
God and holiness. 

2. “Be ye holy” 
 A. As God is holy, we are to desire to be like our Father in His holiness. 
 B. This is a constant command in both testaments, as in 1 Peter 1:15,16. 
 C. The world is anything but holy.  You must needs go against the world and be holy for  

God. 
3. “I am the LORD your God” 
 A. By context, this is applied to Israel but by application, it applies to all believers. 

B. These heathen nations serve gods that are no gods, thus they have no true moral 
compass.  Israel serves the One True God and their conduct should reflect that. 

4. The command that is associated with sanctification is “ye shall keep my statutes, and do 
them. 
 A. Keep them.  Acknowledge them, embrace them. 
 B. Do them.  Live a life of obedience to God. Put your faith into action, which is the  

burden on the book of James. 
C. Do not follow the statutes of the world nor do them, but reject them and follow God’s 
statutes instead, and do them.  Do holiness and not gross sin. 
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PASSAGE 9: DEUTERONOMY 18:13 

Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God. 
 
Look at the context of this chapter. Moses is dealing with sins of the nations that shall be 
neighbors of Israel when they inherit their land, and they will not be good neighbors.  They will 
be vile and exceedingly sinful.  Thus, Israel was to be perfect with Jehovah for two reasons: 
 1. To protect them from being influenced and contaminated by their sins. 

2. To be a witness to those nations by their separation from their sin and by their 
separation unto God. 

a. You can’t win the world by being like the world.  If the church becomes worldly, 
then sinners will see no difference in their current lifestyle and that which the 
church is offering, so why bother accepting the gospel?  It offers nothing different 
than the world does. 

 
“perfect” (also see Appendix 1) 
 1. Perfect never means sinless- it means mature and complete.  

2. “The commands of God are really simple, ‘Come unto me’ (Matthew 11:28) and ‘Abide 
in me’ (John 15:4).  The New Birth meets the need of the first command, sanctification meets 
the need of the second (O. Talmadge Spence, Foundations Bible Commentary: The 
Pentateuch, page 146).” 

3. Spiritual Perfection must be possible in this life, else this command means nothing. 
Can one love God with his whole heart and mind, not entering into volitional sins (only those 
“sins by accident” that tend to ambush us)?  Such a life must be possible, but there are very few 
who have actually entered into a quest for such a life, yet it should be the desire for every true 
Christian.   

4. How can we expect or hope to live perfect?  It is impossible through human effort.  It 
is only possible when the Christian seeks and relies upon the power of the “God of the Breast” 
or the “Almighty God” through the ongoing work of sanctification in the life. 
 5. We may not be able to live sinless but we can live blameless. 

6. "Be ye therefore perfect as your Father which is in heaven is perfect" (Matthew 5:48).  
The call to perfection is both an Old and New Testament charge. 
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PASSAGE 10: DEUTERONOMY 30:6 

And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the 
LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. 
 
1. Circumcision is to cut away something, usually refers to the physical circumcision of a man, 
where the foreskin of the penis is removed. 

A. From the Latin circumcīsiō, from circumcīdō ("cut around"), from circum ("about, 
around; through") + caedō ("cut, hew"). 
B. To circumcise the heart (or soul) is to cut away all things that are old, unnecessary 
things, and sins, carnalities and idolatries that are harmful to the heart. The end result is 
a change of heart. This heart circumcision will make it possible for Israel to obey God 
and follow God. 
C. There is pain involved, as there is in physical circumcision.  It is not easy to die to the 
old life and the old things. There is the pain of self-denial and spiritual discipline.  But the 
temporary pain will lead to eternal gain. 

2. The Lord will perform this circumcision. 
A, God does exhort the Jews to do this themselves in Deuteronomy 10:16, “Circumcise 
therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked”.  

i. Like most of the works of God in the heart, both man and God have roles to 
play. 

3. God will also circumcise the heart of our seed. 
4. Effects of heart circumcision: 
 A. Love the Lord our God 
  i. With all the heart 
  ii. With all the soul 
 B. That we might live 

i. John 10:10, where God gives us a life and that more abundant than any other 
kind of life that we might choose for ourselves. 

5. No mention is made of physical circumcision here. The spiritual circumcision of the heart is 
more important than the physical circumcision of the flesh. 
 
“At this point, Moses is actually assuming (which did come to pass) that Israel will backslide. He 
then immediately interposes several strong words to direct them back to God. Let us note these 
words here. 

(1) Return (v. 1, 8, 10). 
(2) Obey (v. 1, 8). 
(3) Do (v. 8). 
(4) Hearken (v. 10). 
(5) Keep (v. 10). 
If Israel will do these, even after entering the land and backsliding, and losing the Land, 

then God would do the following, also. 
(1) Return (v. 3). 
(2) Have compassion (v. 3). 
(3) Tum thy captivity (v. 3). 
(4) Gather thee (v. 3, 4). 
(5) Fetch thee (v. 4). 
(6) Bring thee (v. 5). 
(7) Do thee good (v. 5). 
(8) Multiply thee (v. 5). 
(9) Circumcise thine heart (v. 6). 
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(10) Thou mayest live (6). 
(11) Put all these curses upon thy enemies (v. 7). 
(12) Make thee plenteous in every work (v. 9). 
(13) The Lord will rejoice over thee for good (v. 9). (O. Talmadge Spence, Foundations 

Bible Commentary, The Pentateuch, pages 638-639).” 
 
It is this spiritual circumcision of the heart that make a true Jew, not just the outward physical 
circumcision.  Many a circumcised Jew went into deep apostasy and rebellion.  Romans 2:29 
says “But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, 
and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.” 
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PASSAGE 10: JOSHUA 5:15 

And the captain of the LORD’s host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy.  And Joshua did so. 
 
This same “captain” who appeared to Joshua on the plains of Jericho is our “captain” also 
(Hebrews 2:10). This is no doubt a pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord. 
 
“God announces it to be "holy ground;" this was a guarantee for the protection against 
uncleanness. Shoes would not be needed if the child of God was placed in a position to walk on 
holy ground. We would need either the protection of the shoes against the dirt, or, the 
purification of the path against impurity. It was only a temporary hope in the shoes; God would 
provide a permanent path for the feet. Like Isaiah, who, when he saw the glory of the Lord, 
spoke of his own uncleanness (Isa. 6:1-6), so Moses "hid his face” for he was afraid to look 
upon God" (v. 6b) (O. Talmadge Spence, Exodus in Foundations Bible Commentary, page 
237).” 
 
Shoes are worn for three reasons: 

1. To protect the feet.  In the presence of God, He will offer us any protection and 
provision that we would need. 

A. Protection and protection while engaging those feet in service- Romans 10:15 
“And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful 
are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of 
good things!” 
B. But even the feet must be “unshod” while in active use in service. 

2. To keep the feet from getting dirty.  But in the presence of God, He will keep us clean 
and sanctified. 

 3. For American women, for show and decoration!  
 
Our approach to a holy God for holy revelation and a call to holy service must be in a holy 
manner by us.  God may be approached, but not carnally or rashly, but reverently and in fear. 
When God does speak to man after a 400-year silence, the burden regards His holiness. 

1. This is a major problem in western Christianity, a lack of reverence.  They had no 
respect or fear of God.  Look how they address God.  Look how they talk of God.  Look 
at how they dress for church.  There is no fear before their eyes (Romans 3:18).  
2. There can be no fellowship or true service without this reverence for God and a desire 
for sanctification. 

 
“holy ground” Because Israel was entering into a defiled land of Canaan, they would have to 
sanctify themselves. God was there and His presence made contaminated ground into holy 
ground. 
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PASSAGE 11; 1 KINGS 8:61 

Let your heart therefore be perfect with the LORD our God, to walk in his statutes, and to 
keep his commandments, as at this day. 
 
The heart of man can be perfect (not sinless but blameless) before God, else this exhortation is 
meaningless. 
 
What are the results when the heart is perfect with God? 
 1. Walking in God’s statutes 
 2. Keep His commandments 
 
The heart should be perfect with God as opposed to being perfect with something else.  The 
heart will be perfect with something, either with the things of the world or with God. 
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PASSAGE 12: II KINGS 20:3 

I beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth and with 
a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 
 
On his (premature) death bed, Hezekiah cried out to mercy and healing from God. 
 1. Why was he so afraid to die? 

A. The Old Testament saints did not have the light and revelation about death 
that we do today. 
B. He was afraid for the fate of the kingdom if he should die and a lesser man 
came to the throne.  There was the Assyrian threat and Babylon was rising. 

2. He should have accepted the will of God for the timing of his death.  God gave him an 
additional 15 years, but in that time: 

  A. The incident with the Babylonian ambassadors/spies in this chapter. 
  B. The birth of the worst king of Judah, Manesseh. 
 3. Hezekiah claims he lived a good life 
  A. He walked before God in truth 
  B. He walked with a perfect heart 
  C. He did things that were good in the sight of God 
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PASSAGE 13: I CHRONICLES 28:9 

And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a 
perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and 
understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts; if thou seek him he will be found of 
thee; but if thou forsake him he will cast thee off. 
 
This is David speaking to Solomon as he was about to take the throne.  David charges Solomon 
thusly: 
1. Serve God 
 A. With a perfect heart 
  i. Serve God with the whole heart, with an undivided heart. 
 B. With a willing mind 
2. God searches all hearts 
 A. He knows who is serving Him, who loves Him, who desires communion with Him. 
 B. He knows the mere professor from the genuine believer.  
3. God understands the imaginations of the heart. 
 A. God knows the heart of man better than men do.  
4. God will be found of those who seek for Him. 
5. The warning- if you forsake Him, He will cut you off. 
 A. A very frightening threat. 
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PASSAGE 14: ll CHRONICLES 16:9a 

For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself 
strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.  
 
JOB 1:1 
There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and 
upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 
 
JOB 17:9 
The righteous also shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hearts shall be stronger and 
stronger. 
 
PSALM 18:32 
It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect. 
 
PSALM 19:12 
Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me thou from secret faults. 

 
PSALM 24:1·4 
The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For he 
hath founded It upon the seas, and established It upon the floods. Who shall ascend into the hill 
of the LORD? or who shall stand In His holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 
who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 
 
PSALM 37:37 
Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace. 
 
PSALM 51:7 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 
PSALM 51:10 
Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
PSALM 96:9 
O worship the LORD, in the beauty of holiness; fear before him, all the earth. 
 
PSALM 101:2 
I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me, I will walk within 
my house with a perfect heart. 
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PASSAGE 26: PSALM 119:9 
Wherewithal shall a young mana cleanse his way?b-c by taking heed thereto  
according to thy word.d-e  
 
9a  This is the same kind of “young man” that Solomon is talking to in Proverbs 1-6.  How shall 
he become and remain practically holy? He is but a young man, full of hot passions, and poor in 
knowledge and experience; how shall he get right, and keep right? It is by no means an easy 
task which the prudent young man sets before himself. He wishes to choose a clean way, to be 
himself clean in it.  Here, then, is the difficulty; first, of beginning aright; next, of being always 
able to know and choose the right, and of continuing in the right till perfection is ultimately 
reached: this is hard for any man, how shall a young man accomplish it? 
 
9b  There is always a danger for the young man in any generation with the special sins and 
temptations of youth and his peers.  The best way for him to remain clean and pure is to take 
heed to the word of God, to study it, love it, apply it and obey it.  He must always keep 2 
Timothy 2:22 in mind and “flee youthful lusts”. 
 “Use 1 is for lamentation that so few youths take to the ways of God. No age doth 
despise the word so much as this, which hath most need of it. It is a rare thing to find a Joseph, 
or a Samuel, or a Josiah, that seek God betimes. Go the universities, and you will find that 
those that should be as Nazarites consecrated to God, live as those that have vowed and 
consecrated themselves to Satan: Amos ii. 11, And I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of 
your young men for Nazarites,’ &c. The sons of the prophets in their youth were bred for a more 
strict discipline in their holy calling, separated from worldly delights, to be a stock of a 
succeeding ministry. But, alas I they spend their time in vanity, bringing nothing thence but the 
sins of the place, and vainly following the sinful customs of the country. How few regard the 
education of their youth in knowledge or religious practice! Families are societies to be 
sanctified to God, as well as churches. The governors of them have as truly a charge of souls 
as the pastors of churches. They offer their children to God in baptism, but educate and bring 
them up for the world and the flesh. They be wail any natural defect in them, if their children 
have a stammering tongue, a deaf ear, or a withered leg; but not want of grace. We have a 
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prejudice, and think they are too young to be wrought upon; but God’s word can break in with 
weight and power on young ones: Luke xi. 1, One of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us 
to pray, as John also taught his disciples;’ and Mat. xxi. 15, 16, When the chief priests and 
scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, 
Hosanna to the son of David; they were sore displeased, and said unto him, Hearest thou what 
these say? And Jesus said unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?’ They learned it of their parents: Mat. xxi. 9, And the 
multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David.’ We 
should often be infusing good principles in youth. Corruption of youth is one of the saddest 
symptoms of approaching judgment. 
  Use 2 is exhortation to young ones. You that are to begin your course, begin with God: 
you have no experience, yet you have a rule; you have mighty lusts, but a stronger spirit. No 
age is excluded from the promise of the Spirit: Joel ii. 28, 29, And it shall come to pass 
afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions; and also upon 
the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit.’ Of John the Baptist 
it is said, Luke i. 15, He shall be filled with the Holy Ghost even from his mother’s womb;’ and 
Mark x. 14, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of God.’ There is power to enlighten you, notwithstanding all your prejudices; to 
subdue your lusts, notwithstanding the power of corruptions: 1 John ii. 13, 14, I write unto you, 
young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because 
ye have known the Father,’ etc.; and see Gen. xxxix. 9. It will be a great comfort to you when 
you die that your great work is over. Oh, what a sad thing is it that, when the body is going to 
the grave, the soul hath not yet learned to converse with God! Hosea viii. 12, I have written to 
them the great things of my law; but they were counted a strange thing.’ God hath written an 
epistle to us, and we will not read it nor consult with it; are wholly strangers to it. But now, when 
acquainted with God, it will not be so irksome to go to him. (Thomas Manton, 158 Sermons on 
Psalm 119).” 
 
9c  This implies that his way is polluted if it must be cleansed.  The way of the natural man is 
polluted by sin.  The godly man cries out for how to cleanse his way and to keep it clean. 
 
9d  The Bible alone must be the guide to a life of holiness.  You must take heed to your daily life 
as well as study your Bible, and you must study your Bible that you may take heed to your daily 
life. The narrow way was never hit upon by chance, neither did any heedless man ever lead a 
holy life.  The earlier this is done in the life, the better, to avoid the crushing sins of youth that 
stain adulthood. 
 
9e  According to God’s word, the cleansing way is:  
1. By the blood of Christ (1 John 1:7).  
2. By the words of God, meditated upon (John 17:17; Titus 3:5).  
3. By the blood applied daily “in the way” (Hebrews 9:14).  
4. By judging and confessing sin, daily, in the life (1 Corinthians 11:31,32).  
5. Assembling with God’s people and exhorting them daily (Acts 2:46,47; Hebrews 3:13). 
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PASSAGE 27: PSALM 119:11 
Thy worda have I hidb in mine heart,c that I might not sin against thee. 
 
A. The Resolution- Thy word have I hid in mine heart 

1. “Thy word” Not man’s word, philosophies, “latest scientific theories” or the current 
rage of his generation, but the eternal word of God.  It is the Scripture that must get into 
the heart and life for it alone can produce the holiness and sanctification described in the 
second part of this verse.  Nothing else can do this.  The verse does not read “Calvin’s 
Institutes have I hid in my heart” nor “Spurgeon’s Sermons” nor the Westminster 
Confession or any other man-made, non-inspired writing from any theological system.  
They may have their uses but none are inspired, so none can produce these desired 
spiritual effects. 

 2. What is done with the word 
  a. It is laid up to be made available when needed. 
  b. It is hidden so that the enemy cannot steal it away. 
  c. It is secured and fixed so that it might not be lost. 
 3. How does the word get into the heart? 
  a. By reading 

i. 1Timothy 4:13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
doctrine. 

  b. By studying 
i. This is more focused than reading, this is where you actively seek to 
understand what the Bible actually says. 

  c. By hearing it preached and taught, usually in a church service. 
  d. By memorization 
   i. This is literally getting the word of God into the heart. 

e, By meditation, or focused and extended thought. How frequently does the 
Bible speak of meditation! 

i. Genesis 24:63  And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the 
eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels 
were coming. 
ii. Joshua1:8  This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but 
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do 
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according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 
iii. Psalm1:2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth 
he meditate day and night. 
iv. Psalm 63:6  When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on 
thee in the night watches. 
v. Psalm 77:12  I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings. 
vi. Psalm119:15  I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy 
ways. 
vii. Psalm 119:23  Princes also did sit and speak against me: but thy 
servant did meditate in thy statutes. 
viii. Psalm 119:48  My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, 
which I have loved; and I will meditate in thy statutes. 
ix. Psalm 119:78  Let the proud be ashamed; for they dealt perversely 
with me without a cause: but I will meditate in thy precepts. 
x. Psalm 119:148  Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that I might 
meditate in thy word. 
xi. Psalm 143:5  I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy works; I  
muse on the work of thy hands. 
x. 1 Timothy 4:15  Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to 
them; that thy profiting may appear to all. 

4. In the Old Testament, the law was placed in the ark in the tabernacle holy of holies.  
In the New Testament, it is placed in the heart of the believer. 
5. If the heart is filled with the word, then there will be less room for sin and self.  The 
human heart is a vacuum.  Something will fill it. 

B. The Result- That I might not sin against thee 
1. The Bible is the best remedy against sin.  Human willpower and religion are not 
powerful enough to guild the heart. 

a. How many are deceived into thinking that because they graduated from some 
Bible College or Christian university or that because they subscribe to a certain 
creed or theological system that they are somehow spiritually able to do battle 
with the world, the flesh and the devil in their own strength! Your theological 
system will not save you in that day, only your familiarity and relation to the 
Scripture will do that. 

 2. The more you are in the Scripture, the less likely you will be to fall into sin. 
3. The backslider and the apostate start on their roads to judgment by neglecting this 
duty. 
4. This is similar to 1 John 2:1 and 3:6.  To “sin not” is only possible if we are filled with 
the Spirit and if we are in a right relationship to the Holy Spirit. 

 
11b  Why “hide” it?  Because the Wicked One is always trying to steal it away (Matthew 13:19), 
usually through the cares of this world and the allures of it.  The word must be hidden to make it 
difficult for it to be located and stolen. 
 It is not hidden to conceal the word but to ensure its security as it is the most precious 
thing in creation.   

It is also hidden in the heart so that it might be readily available when needed. A man’s 
thought life is pure only as it is related to his exposure to the word of God. 
 “Meditate often of it: Luke ii. 19, Mary kept all these sayings.’ How did she keep them? 
She pondered them in her heart.’ Musing makes the fire to burn, and deep and constant 
thoughts are operative; not a glance or a slight view. The hen which straggleth from her nest 
when she sits a-brooding produceth nothing; it is a constant incubation which hatcheth the 
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young. So when we have only a few straggling thoughts, and do not sit a-brooding upon a truth; 
when we have flashes only, like a little glance of a sunbeam upon a wall, it doth nothing; but 
serious and inculcative thoughts, through the Lord’s blessing, will do the work. Urge the heart 
again and again; as the apostle, when he had laid down the doctrine of justification and the 
privileges thereof: Rom. viii. 31, Now what shall we say to these things?’ Is this a truth?—then 
what will become of me if I disregard it? Thus, to return upon our heart when any light begins to 
shine in our minds from the scripture: is this the word of God, and doth it find no more 
entertainment in my heart? (Thomas Manton, 158 Sermons on Psalm 119).” 
 
11c “To direct you what to do in reading, hearing, meditating. 
  1. In reading. It is a notable preservative against sin, and an antidote against the 
infection of the world.  As long as truth is kept lively and active, and in view of conscience, we 
shall not slide, or not so often slide. We have many temptations to divert us from the truth and 
obedience; but here we are in safety, when the law of God is in our heart. The best way to 
destroy ill weeds is by planting the ground with right seed. Everywhere we shall meet with 
notable passages. Therefore, stock yourselves with good principles. Lay up his word in thine 
heart.’ In a time of trial, you will find one promise will give you more comfort and support than all 
the arguments that can be produced by reason:  
  2. In hearing. Do not hear slightly, but hide the word in your heart, that it be not 
embezzled by thy own negligence, forgetfulness, running into carnal distractions; that it be not 
purloined by Satan, that he may not snatch away the good seed out of thy soul. When the word 
is preached, there is more company present than is visible; there are angels and devils in the 
assembly. Whenever the sons of God meet together, Satan is present with them. The devil is 
present to divert the mind by wandering thoughts, by raising prejudices, that we may cast out 
the word; or by excuses, delays, evasions, putting it off to others when we begin to have some 
sensibleness of our sin and danger. The devil is loath to let us go too far, lest Christ get a 
subject into his kingdom. Oh! therefore, labour to get something into thy heart by every sermon; 
some fresh notion or consideration is given out to set you a-work in the spiritual life. A 
conscientious waiting upon God will find something every time. It is sad to consider how many 
have heard much and laid up little or nothing at all; it may be they have laid it up in their note-
books, but not laid up the word in their hearts. 
  3. For meditation. Meditate upon the word; do not study the word in a cursory manner, or 
content yourselves with a slight taste, or a little volatile affection; but ponder it seriously, that it 
may enter into your very heart. Hasty and perfunctory thoughts work nothing. Meat must be well 
chewed and digested, if you would have it turn into good blood and spirits. You must follow it 
close till it settle into some affection (Thomas Manton, 158 Sermons on Psalm 119).” 
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ISAIAH 1:16 
Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do 
evil. 
 
EZEKIEL 36:35 
And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and the 
waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited. 
 
MICAH 6:6-8 
Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall I come 
before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with 
thousands of rams, [or] with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn [for] my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He hath shewed thee, O man, what 
[is] good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God? 
 
ZECHARIAH 13:1 
In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. 
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PASSAGE 32: MATTHEW 5:20 
For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall In no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
 
This was impossible, since the Scribes and Pharisees considered themselves to be perfect.  But 
even perfect human righteousness is not good enough for salvation, as even the scribes and 
Pharisees did not have enough (self-)righteousness to get into the kingdom.  No one has 
enough self-righteousness, which is why we must depend upon the righteousness of someone 
else.  The scribes and Pharisees were still outwardly moral and religious, so humanly-speaking, 
it would be very difficult to surpass them. But in Christ we can exceed the righteousness of the 
self-righteous as we have the righteousness of Christ imparted to us at salvation. 
 
The righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees was a self-righteousness based on a keeping of 
certain religious laws and regulations.  It was a horizontal righteousness that men could obtain 
to say that they did this and did that and to look good in front of other men, but it was not 
accepted by God.  Righteousness before God involves an acceptance of the imputed 
righteousness of Christ and to stop relying on our own righteousness.  The only way to be 
righteous before God is to admit that we have no righteousness at all and to fully depend on the 
imputed righteousness of Christ to be our only claim to have any righteousness at all. 
 
The doctrinal interpretation here is Jewish and millennial, since Christ is talking about having the 
necessary righteousness to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, which is millennial.  This may be 
aimed at the tribulation Jew who has to work (to some degree) to “earn” his righteousness, 
unlike the Church Age saint who receives his righteousness from Christ freely at the New Birth.  
This is why it is so important to make the dispensational distinctions when studying Matthew, 
otherwise you will have Christians trying to be self-righteous and trying to earn their way into 
heaven.  It is imperative that the student have a proper and accurate understanding of what 
exactly the Kingdom of Heaven is while studying Matthew. 
 
 
 
 
 



47 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASSAGE 33: MATTHEW 5:48 
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven Is perfect. 
 
“perfect”   

1. Not sinless perfect but maturity and a complete and perfect love toward God.   
2. It must be possible for us to attain a state of spiritual perfection, else why would God 
command it of us?   
3. Compare with the call to Abraham in Genesis 17:1. 
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PASSAGE 34: MATTHEW 7:12 
Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them: for this is the law and the propjets. 
 
This is the so-called “Golden Rule”. This is how Christ viewed the Law- not as a list of “do’s and 
don’ts.” The parallel to this is in Luke 6:31 
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PASSAGE 35: LUKE 1:75 
In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our llfe. 
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PASSAGE 36: JOHN 13:10 
Jesus saith to him, He that Is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but Is clean 
every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 
 
Jesus is obviously speaking of Judas, who was all unclean, no matter how many times the Lord 
would have washed his feet.  Washing feet might clean the feet but it would do nothing for the 
heart.  He was a son of perdition, a devil, and never was saved, no matter how good and how 
convincing a show he put on.  This declaration should have a put a chill down Judas’ spine, in 
that he realized that Jesus knew! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOHN 15:3 
Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 
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PASSAGE 38: JOHN 17:11 
And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy 
Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be 
one, even as we are. 
 
Eternal life is in knowing the Father.  No one is saved and no one has eternal life who is not 
saved and none can be saved unless they have a saving knowledge of the Father.  This is not a 
general, superficial knowledge for all men, even devils, “know” God in some sense.  But they 
know Him only as “God”.  Only Christians know Him as “Father”. 
 This is not a superficial knowledge of the Father.  Everyone has some, basic knowledge 
of God, even supposed atheists.  But such a mere intellectual knowledge is not salvation.  It is 
the personal relationship with the Father that brings eternal life.  And how few really know Him, 
even among the redeemed! 
 
There is no other than the God of the Bible.  This means there is no “Allah” of the Muslims for 
“Allah” and Yahweh are obviously not the same person.  This is why men hate the gospel as 
they do, because of these exclusive claims that Jesus makes.  He allows no competition nor 
does He recognize any other God.  Such pronouncements are highly offensive to the modern 
man with his “inclusiveness” and “sensitivity towards other religions” but Christ cares nothing for 
any of that.  He cares only to make the truth known that there is only one God- the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as revealed in the Bible.  It is better to be scandalized by the truth 
than to be comforted by error. 
 
Through the Incarnation, for the purpose of His going to the cross to provide the payment for the 
sin of all mankind, and to provide redemption and salvation to the human race.  This is why 
Christ is called an “apostle” in Hebrews 3:1. An “apostle” is literally “one sent with a 
commission”.  Christ was sent by the Father with the commission to secure salvation for 
mankind on the cross. 
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PASSAGE 39: JOHN 17:17 
Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
 
“Sanctification” is the process of making someone holy.  It starts with an unholy sinner at 
salvation.  At the moment of salvation, the sinner is made positionally holy in Christ.  
Positionally, that new saint will never be any holier in Christ than he is at that time.  But then, the 
process of practical sanctification begins, where that positional holiness is worked out and 
manifested in a practical and visible way in the life of the saint.  And the goal of the truth of God 
is not wisdom, as in Greek or worldly philosophies, but holiness. 
 
“sanctify” is in the imperative mood, showing there is an urgency to this request by Christ on 
behalf of His followers.  Our sanctification should be an urgent thing with us, for it is really all 
that we should be worrying about in our lives.  If we are not practically holy, everything in our 
Christian walk and service will miscarry.  The Christian should be putting the majority of his 
efforts into developing and improving his relationship with Christ and in working out his own 
salvation with fear and trembling.  Doing the actual work for Christ (in the work of the ministry) is 
a secondary thing.  Work follows relationship and sanctification.  But many people have the cart 
before the horse.  Many believe that if they get busy and do a lot of works, then that will make 
them holy, or at least improve their sanctification and relationship with God.  But they have it 
backwards.  Our practical sanctification will manifest itself in good works that are of a high 
spiritual quality.  Works do not sanctify.  Only Christ sanctifies.  But our works flow out of that 
sanctification. 
 
The Word of God is the active agent in sanctification.  There can be no salvation of the sinner 
without the Scripture.  There can be no sanctification of the saint without the Scripture.   
How does the Word of God bring about sanctification?  The more we read the Bible, study the 
Bible, believe the Bible, apply the Bible and take the Bible seriously for our lives, the more the 
Word of God brings us to Christ-likeness, which is what sanctification really is (Romans 8:29). 
 
“thy word is truth” Nothing else is.  Nothing else can be.  No word of man can be truth as man 
is fallible, sinful and limited in his knowledge and wisdom.  But since God suffers from none of 
the defects, any word from Him is truth, for it cannot be otherwise, since God Himself is truth.  
Of course, this verse will disqualify any other “religious text” from being truth.  Excluded then are 
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the Quran, the Book of Mormon (and other Mormon “scriptures” such as Doctrines and 
Covenants), Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Watchtower and Awake!, the Hindu 
and Buddhist texts, the Talmud, and so on. 
  The Spirit is truth in John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13, 1 John 5:6. 
 The Bible is called the “Word of Truth” in 2 Timothy 2:15, 2 Corinthians 6:7, Ephesians 
1:13,  Colossians 1:5. 
 The Church is the pillar and ground of truth in 1 Timothy 3:15.  
 Christ is the truth in John 14:6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASSAGE 40: ROMANS 6:6 
Knowingab this,c that our old mand is crucifiede with him,f that the body of sing might be 
destroyed,h-i that henceforth we should not serve sin.j-k-l-m 
 
6a  A brief outline of 6:6 would be: 

1. Christ's work, 'Our old man is crucified with him.'  
2. The fruit of it, 'That the body of sin might be destroyed.'  
3. The obligation lying upon us, 'That we might no longer serve sin.' 

 
6b  “Knowing” as a settled and established fact, not mere opinion or speculation. 
 
6c  The Tyndale Bible has this as that we should “remember” that our old man is crucified with 
Christ, not just to “know” it.  We do know it but let’s not forget it or let it slip! 
 
6d  "old man" the Greek word for "old" is"palaios" (Strong’s #3822), meaning "antique, not 
recent, worn out".  At the new birth, this old man/sin nature becomes worthless and worn out.  It 
is useless and obsolete.  What good is it?  It's like your grandmother's sewing machine in the 
attic.  The old man is an antique- junk with a price tag attached to it.  It is to be cleaned out with 
the rest of the junk from your life before Christ as one would clean out a cluttered garage during 
spring cleaning. This phrase “old man” (ho palaios anthrôpos) is only used by Paul, and then, he 
only uses it three times (here, Ephesians 4:22 and Colossians 3:9). 
 
6e  “crucified”  Crucifixion is: 
 1. A violent death.  The victim usually did all he could to avoid the nails, thrashing  
 violently and cursing to the end. 

2. A painful death.  Nailed through the hands and feet and hung to die, defenseless  
 against the birds and the elements.  It was a death like no other.  The word 
 “excruciating” literally means "out of (or from or by) crucifying".  Death could result from 
 any combination of causes, including blood loss, hypovolemic shock, or sepsis following 
 infection, caused by the scourging that preceded the crucifixion, or by the process of 
 being nailed itself, or eventual dehydration 

3. A shameful death.  Roman culture only used it for slaves and the lowest of criminals.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypovolemic_shock
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sepsis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flagellation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dehydration
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 It was very shameful for a Jew to be executed in such a way, as he was not accorded 
 the “privilege” of being put to death by his law.   
 4. A lingering death.  The victim could take as long as a week to finally die. 
 
6f  “crucified with him”  “Christ's death is the best glass wherein to view the deadly nature of 
sin. It was so great and heinous an evil in the sight of God, that nothing but the blood of the Son 
of God could expiate it: Rom. 8:3, 'For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh.' Jesus Christ must come and suffer a shameful death; this painful, shameful, accursed 
death of the Son of God showeth God's displeasure against sin, and what it will cost us if we 
allow it, and indulge it in our hearts and lives; for if this be done in the green tree, what shall be 
done in the dry? (Thomas Manton, 24 Sermons on Romans 6, Collected Works, volume 2).” 
 Our flesh, our old life, is dead in the sight of God.  It is thus of no use to serve the flesh.  
It is serving a corpse that God places no value upon.  God makes no provision for the “old man” 
and does not seek to reform it or improve it, only to destroy it by crucifixion. 
 
6g  “body of sin” had the idea in classical Greek of a corpse, also used in later Greek and in 
New Testament Greek.  It is this that must be destroyed by our crucifixion.  It is destroyed but 
not annihilated.  Something may be destroyed, which means it is ruined and cannot be used for 
its intended purpose.  But physically, it yet remains.  Our bodies of sin (sin natures) may be 
destroyed by Christ’s work on our behalf but they are not annihilated.  It is simply weakened, 
harmed, made more difficult to operate as it once did before.  The body of sin remains but it is 
severely damaged by Christ’s work.  One day, it will be totally removed from us when we 
receive our glorified bodies and we will never be troubled with it again.  But that day is not yet 
here, so we must continue the battle against our old sin nature until that day arrives. 
 “The sins of Christians, who profess a communion with his death, are more criminal and 
scandalous than the sins of heathens. They never heard of the Son of God,  that came to 
redeem them from their vain conversations at so high a rate as his own precious blood. They 
never were called solemnly to vow integrity of life and conversation, as a service due to that 
Redeemer, as is done by Christians. All this we believe, and this some have done, and yet 
disobeyed our master's will. Heathens had no expectation of any gracious immortal reward, 
feared no dreadful doom nor sentence after death. We are hedged in within the compass of our 
duty both on the right hand and the left: on the right hand with the hopes of a most blessed 
everlasting estate; on the left, with the fears of an endless and never-dying death: all which are 
included in our baptism, and so, if all be not mockery, our old man is crucified with Christ  
(Thomas Manton, 24 Sermons on Romans 6, Collected Works, volume 2).” 
 
6h  “A man fastened to the cross suffereth great pain, his strength wasteth, and his life droppeth 
out with his blood by degrees. So sin is not subdued but by constant painful endeavours; not by 
feeding the flesh with carnal delights, but by thwarting it, watching, striving against it, bemoaning 
ourselves because of it, and so by degrees the love of it is not only weakened, but deadened in 
our soul. If it be tedious and troublesome, nothing that hath life will be put to death without some 
struggling: we must be content to suffer in the flesh; Christ suffered more, and none but 'he that 
hath suffered in the flesh ceaseth from sin,' 1 Peter 4:1. You make it more painful by dealing 
negligently in the business, and draw out your vexation to a greater length: the longer you suffer 
the Canaanite to live with you, the more doth it prove a thorn and goad in your sides. Our 
affection increaseth our affliction; your trouble endeth, and your delight in-creaseth, as you bring 
your souls to a thorough resolution to quit it. Quam suave mihi subito factum est carere 
suavitatibus nugarum! No delight so sincere as the contempt of vain delights. The crucified 
man's pains end when death cometh (Thomas Manton, 24 Sermons on Romans 6, Collected 
Works, volume 2).” 
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6i  There needs to be a death in order for the Christian to live spiritually.  This death should take 
place at the new birth when we take the death of Christ and have it applied to our account.  
Positionally, we are dead to our sin at the new birth through the imparting of the divine nature 
and the infilling of the Holy Spirit.  Practically is something else, as any Christian will testify to!  
But the only escape of the dominion and power of sin is that we have to die to it.  If we are dead, 
then sin has no power over us.  Nothing has power over a dead man.  How can anything control 
a corpse?  This is why dying to sin is  must for the Christian if he ever hopes to live for God and 
overcome sin in his life. 

Galatians 2:20 describes our present condition.  We are crucified and our old nature is 
dying a slow, lingering death.  We do not crucify our old man to punish it or to reform it or to "get 
it out of the way so it won't bother us", we crucify it in order to kill it!  Death by crucifixion was a 
slow, painful death.  Although our old nature is crucified, it won't die until we die or are raptured.  
Christ died in order to allow us to put to death our old nature so that we might be alive unto 
righteousness.  Christ suffered terribly on the cross and so does our old man and we feel the 
pain of that death in our daily struggles with sin.  This is a lifelong struggle because crucifixion is 
not quick and painless.  There will be spasms of pain, mocking, ridicule and the constant desire 
to put an end to the suffering, come down from the cross and live a life of ease and surrender.  
But we must endure this slow, lingering and painful death if we are to put an end to that sin 
nature once and for all.  It is a difficult process and one few Christians have any stomach for.  
But for those willing to endure the process, the rewards are well worth the suffering.  
 
6j  "not serve sin" the Greek word for "serve" Strong's #1398 douleuô, to be a slave, serve, do 
service, to obey, submit to, to yield obedience.  This is the relationship the sinner is to his old 
nature- he is a slave to it.  He cannot fight it nor can he resist it.  It says "jump" and the sinner 
jumps.  Only the Holy Spirit can enable a man to break the yoke of this cruelest of all 
taskmasters.    

This is also the goal of Christ’s work on the cross for us- that we might be liberated from 
such a cruel taskmaster.  Christ has indeed freed us from sin, but we must be careful not to 
voluntarily return to sin, even after we have been saved.  The carnal professor does this, as 
does the backslider.  It is high treason against our King and shows despite toward His death on 
our behalf.  Christ has liberated us from sin with His own blood through His death, based on His 
grace and love toward us.  As a result, we have been liberated, made a child of God, and have 
been given everlasting life, among other great benefits.  Now, on the basis of all that Christ has 
done for us, we will return to that old devil to serve it once again?  What sort of insanity is this?  
This was the sin of the Galatian churches, in forsaking the gospel of grace to return to the law, 
despite all the goodnesses that God had bestowed upon them in salvation.  It is no wonder that 
Paul was so severe with the Galatians in his epistle to them, and for very good reason. 
 
6k  "not serve sin"  It is one thing to sin.  It is quite another thing to serve sin.  Sin may dwell 
within us but it must not be allowed to reign within us and we should not dwell in it. Why serve 
that which hates us and tries to condemn us to hell? Any time you spend serving the flesh is 
wasted time. It is time serving a corpse. It is lost time, resulting in lost rewards at the Judgment 
Seat of Christ.  
 
6l  “Some men part with their sins with the intention of returning again to them if they can, as the 
dog returns to its vomit and the sow to her wallowing in the mire. Or they part with them as of 
old the oxen parted with their calves at Bethshemesh, lowing as they went because of the 
calves they had left behind. Like Lot’s wife they set out to leave Sodom, but their eyes show 
where their hearts are. How many a drunkard has given up his cups because he would 
otherwise have lost his situation or been laid by with illness? How many a foul one has 
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renounced a vice because he felt that it was too great a strain upon his constitution, or brought 
too much shame upon him? They drop their sins as the dog does the meat when it is too hot to 
hold—but they love it none the less—they will be back when it cools. Such sinners leave sin as 
Orpah did Moab, but they soon find opportunity to return. They fight sin as stage actors fight on 
the stage—it is mimic conflict— in reality they do not hate sin. Ah, but Friends, we must have 
our whole hearts burning with an intensity of desire to get rid of our sins (Charles Spurgeon, 
“The Old Man Crucified”, Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, volume 15, sermon #882)!” 
 
6m  “Christian, what hast thou to do with sin? Hath it not cost thee enough already? Burnt child, 
wilt thou play with the fire? What! when thou hast already been between the jaws of the lion, wilt 
thou step a second time into his den? Hast thou not had enough of the old serpent? Did he not 
poison all thy veins once, and wilt thou play upon the hole of the asp, and put thy hand upon the 
cockatrice’s den a second time? Oh, be not so mad! so foolish! Did sin ever yield thee real 
pleasure? Didst thou find solid satisfaction in it? If so, go back to thine old drudgery, and wear 
the chain again, if it delight thee. But inasmuch as sin did never give thee what it promised to 
bestow, but deluded thee with lies, be not a second time snared by the old fowler — be free, 
and let the remembrance of thy ancient bondage forbid thee to enter the net again! It is contrary 
to the designs of eternal love, which all have an eye to thy purity and holiness; therefore 
run not counter to the purposes of thy Lord. Another thought should restrain thee from sin. 
Christians can never sin cheaply; they pay a heavy price for iniquity. Transgression destroys 
peace of mind, obscures fellowship with Jesus, hinders prayer, brings darkness over the soul; 
therefore be not the serf and bondman of sin. There is yet a higherargument: each time you 
“serve sin” you have “Crucified the Lord afresh, and put Him to an open shame.” Can you bear 
that thought? Oh! if you have fallen into any special sin during this day, it may be my Master has 
sent this admonition this evening, to bring you back before you have backslidden very far. Turn 
thee to Jesus anew; He has not forgotten His love to thee; His grace is still the same. With 
weeping and repentance, come thou to His footstool, and thou shalt be once more received into 
His heart; thou shalt be set upon a rock again, and thy goings shall be established (Charles 
Spurgeon, Morning and Evening, May 30).”. 



57 
 

PASSAGE 41: ROMANS 8:1,2 
8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit 
 
“now” Emphasize this present tense- now no condemnation, even while still in a sinning body 
on earth- now no condemnation, not later in heaven.  We, at this very moment of time, are 
totally freed from any condemnation of the law or from our sins by the work of Christ.  This is not 
a future blessing but a present possession that all believers enjoy right now. 
 
“no” Emphatic in the Greek- this word occurs first in the sentence in the Greek.  “Not even one, 
single, condemnation”. 
 
“no condemnation”  Romans 8 begins with “no condemnation” and ends in “no separation”.  
There once was condemnation against us while we were under the law and in our sins, but 
Christ’s work on the cross has eliminated it as He took our condemnation in His own body while 
on the tree.  There was a two-fold condemnation against us: 
 1. Based on Adam’s transgression- sinners by nature 
 2. Based on our own transgression- sinners by choice 

The Tyndale, Coverdale and Bishop’s Bibles all use the stronger “damnation”, No 
condemnation equals no damnation. 
 
Satan accuses the saints of sin (Job 1,2; Zechariah 3:1; Revelation 12:10) but he cannot 
condemn us.  He is like a prosecuting attorney in a courtroom.  He can accuse and rail on the 
accused (us) all day long but he has no power to condemn. 
 
Christ condemns our sin but He does not condemn us.  Our sins cannot be saved but we can.  
When Christ saves us, He saves from our sin but not in our sins, nor does He make any 
provision for us to continue in our sins or old life. 
 
There is much tribulation in Christ but no condemnation (Thomas Robinson, Studies in Romans, 
page 411). 
 
“in Christ Jesus” First, a man must be born again in order to be "in Christ".  Once a man is in 
Christ, he then must walk not after the flesh but after the spirit to avoid condemnation.  While a 
Christian positionally would have no condemnation because of his new birth, he could have a 
practical condemnation if he continues to live in a carnal fashion after he has been born again.  
Consider a professing Christian who still drinks, smokes, curses and buys pornography on a 
habitual basis.  He might be saved but are you going to say there is no condemnation toward 
him because of his carnality?  He is willingly living in sin with no immediate plans to repent.  Is 
he living right?  No.  Is he pleasing God?  No.  Is he growing in grace and the knowledge of the 
truth?  No.  Does he risk the "sin unto death" of 1 John 5:16?  He certainly does.  Is he making 
his salvation shipwreck?  Yes.  Does he stand the threat of suffering total loss at the bema?  
Yes.  The only way to have this double-justification is to be saved (positionally justified) and 
then to walk in holiness (practically justified). 
 This freedom from condemnation is found only in Christ, not in a church, a 
denomination, a theological system, by following a man or anything else.  Nor is this freedom 
from condemnation based on our own internal “holiness” (or morality), our spirituality, our 
education or how well we think we keep the law.  It is all bound up in Christ, not in ourselves or 
in religious practices. 
 
“in Christ”  One of Paul’s favorite verses, used by him in all his epistles. 
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“Come, my soul, think thou of this. Believing in Jesus, thou art actually and effectually cleared 
from guilt; thou art led out of thy prison. Thou art no more in fetters as a bond-slave; thou art 
delivered now from the bondage of the law; thou art freed from sin, and canst walk at large as a 
freeman, they Saviour’s blood has procured thy full discharge. Thou hast a right now to 
approach thy Father’s throne. No flames of vengeance are there to scare thee now; no fiery 
sword; justice cannot smite the innocent. Thy disabilities are taken away: thou wast once unable 
to see thy Father’s face: thou canst see it now. Thou couldst not speak with Him: but now thou 
hast access with boldness. Once there was a fear of hell upon thee; but thou hast no fear of it 
now, for how can there be punishment for the guiltless? He who believeth is not condemned, 
and cannot be punished. And more than all, the privileges thou mightst have enjoyed, if thou 
hadst never sinned, are thine now thou art justified. All the blessings which thou wouldst have 
had if thou hadst kept the law, and more, are thine, because Christ has kept it for thee. All the 
love and the acceptance which perfect obedience could have obtained of God, belong to thee, 
because Christ was perfectly obedient on thy behalf, and hath imputed all His merits to thy 
account, that thou mightst be exceeding rich through Him, who for thy sake became exceeding 
poor. Oh! How great the debt of love and gratitude thou owest to thy Saviour! (Charles 
Spurgeon, Morning and Evening, February 13).” 
 
Who is free from the condemnation of sin and the law? 

1. Them which are in Christ Jesus 
2. Those who walk not after the flesh but after the spirit. 
This supposes that if a man is not in Christ Jesus and does not walk in the Spirit, then he 

remains under condemnation.  It is obvious that a sinner, who is not in Christ Jesus, is under 
condemnation, but what about this man who is walking in the flesh?  Can a Christian be truly 
saved and yet walk in the flesh?  If he does, is he yet under condemnation?  Is this the same 
form of condemnation as the sinner endures?  We believe that a believer may, for a season, 
walk in the Spirit but will not be permitted by the Heavenly Father to continue such a sin for 
long.  God will either deal with that heart with the intent of bringing him into a normal Christian 
walk, else He may turn him over to the devil for the destruction of the flesh so the Spirit may be 
saved.  Such a forsaking by God to the power of Satan or the "sin onto death" of 1 John 5 is a 
unique form of condemnation reserved unto Christians.  It does not involve the loss of the soul 
but the loss of rewards and honor at the bema. 
 
The phrase “who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” causes a lot of trouble to those 
who do not major on personal and practical holiness. This phrase is omitted in most critical text 
Bibles, including the Living Bible, New World Translation of the Jehovah Witnesses, Today's 
English Version, New American Standard Version, Revised Standard Version, Revised Version, 
the English Standard Version and is questioned in the Amplified New Testament (where it is put 
in brackets), New King James and New International Version (in the footnotes).  It is not a gloss 
from 8:4 as Ethelbert Bullinger mistakenly thinks in his Companion Bible, nor do “all the texts 
omit” as his marginal note claims (see below).  It is not hard to guess why- someone doesn't 
want to have to live holy!  Most commentaries also attack the verse.  Even Charles Spurgeon, to 
his shame, took the bait (sermon #1917) as he was entranced and seduced by the grossly 
flawed Revised Version of 1881 (the corrupt Westcott-Hort New Testament which he took a 
liking to during the latter years of his ministry).  Few commentators will defend the integrity of 
the traditional text in this verse, as the Authorized Version and her kindred translations have few 
friends among the mainline commentators, whether they be Catholic, Protestant or Baptist.  
They are offended by the phrase so out it goes!   

These six precious words have few friends who will defend them against the Satanic 
onslaught.  Most liberals, modernists and New Evangelicals are very worldly and carnal and 
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resent being told they must live a holy life (which includes the practice of that hated doctrine of 
separation) in order to be fully free from condemnation.  Just because the phrase crosses your 
doctrinal system or aggravates your hatred of the doctrine of holy living is no reason to remove 
even one word of Scripture.  We have too much respect for the doctrines of inspiration and 
preservation to imagine ourselves wiser than the Holy Spirit who wanted this phrase included in 
the Scripture. 
 
We notice the conflict between the flesh (the old nature) and the spirit (the new nature).  There 
is no fellowship between the two for they are polar opposites.  Any attempt to merge them or to 
reconcile them is doomed to failure.  You are either in the flesh or in the spirit. 
 
8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin 
and death.   
 
Two laws are mentioned here, the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ and the Law of Sin and 
Death.  What are these laws? 

1. Law of the Spirit of Life would be bound up in salvation by faith and grace apart from 
the works of the Law.  Justification by faith alone.  Conformity to this law results in full 
and free justification. 
2. Those who are not covered by the Law of the Spirit of Life are under the authority of 
the Law of Sin and Death.  If a man has not justification according to the Law of the 
Spirit of Life, he has no justification at all and will die in his sins and will experience the 
eternal second death in the Lake of Fire.  Every man is under one (but not both!) laws. 
 
God operates in a very legal manner, according to law, order and design.  He has 

established laws in regard to justification.  Justification can only be obtained lawfully.  Trying to 
earn justification is unlawful and illegal and does not work.  If a man wants to be justified, he 
must do it according to the Law of the Spirit of Life and accept justification by faith. 
 We are all born under the domain and jurisdiction of the “law of sin and death”.  But 
there is a higher law from a Higher Lawgiver, the Law of the Spirit of Life.  Just as federal law is 
higher than state law, the Law of the Spirit of Life is higher than the Law of Sin and Death.  The 
issue is how do we transfer ourselves from the domain of one law to the other?  By changing 
citizenship!  An American who becomes a Canadian citizen is no longer subject to American law 
as he is no longer an American citizen.  When we become a citizen of heaven through the new 
birth, we become subject to the laws of our new country and our new King and are no longer 
answerable to the laws of our old country of this world and its god, Satan. 
 
The Coverdale Bible has this as “the Spirit that brings life”. 
 
The ESV has “you” instead of “me” as in all the traditional versions. 
 
“made me free” Nothing else could do this.  The law, works, Jewish rituals, nothing could set 
Paul (or anyone else) free from sin and death. 
 
"Hath made me free" a man can be saved and know it.  Paul knew that he had been delivered 
from condemnation.  Salvation is a matter which can be definitely felt by those who possess it.
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PASSAGE 42: ROMANS 8:6 
For to be carnally mindeda is death; but to be spiritually mindedb is life and peace.c-d 
 
6a  “carnally minded” A mind of the flesh, fleshly-minded, a mind that is dominated by the flesh 
instead of the Spirit. 
 Can a Christian be carnally minded?  Unfortunately, it would appear so.  If you don't 
believe it, visit any church at random on Sunday morning and you'll see pew after pew of 
backslidden believers.  Living below your privileges produces hate, worry, worldliness and 
similar sinful attitudes. A carnally-minded Christian is slowly killing himself, having his spiritual 
life slowly sapped away until his mind is dead although saved  When this "Christian" hits the 
judgment seat, he'll be saved as though by fire.  He may be saved but what kind of salvation is 
this?  What kind of a Christian life is this?  He is not enjoying his justification.  But to be 
spiritually-minded results in just the opposite- life and peace.  Of course, he is not really a 
Christian although he may profess salvation.  A Christian is a disciple, a "Christ-one" and such a 
follower of Christ would not live carnally.  This carnally-minded Christian may be saved (which in 
itself is debatable) but he has no claim to the title "Christian" until he starts living like one. 

Of course, the primary application of the carnally-minded man would be that of an 
unsaved man.  He cares nothing for the things of this world and is on the fast track toward the 
pit.  He is not happy nor satisfied, regardless of what he may try to tell you.  Woe to the 
professing Christian who has this same mind!  We must really wonder if a man can be truly be 
born again and be carnally minded.  If he were really born again and understood what that 
involved, his love for Christ would be strong enough to deliver him carnality and deliver him unto 
the normal Christian life of the spirit-filled walk. 
 
6b  “spiritually minded” Just the opposite- a mind dominated by the Holy Spirit.  There are only 
these two options- spiritually-minded and carnally-minded.  There is no other alternative.  At any 
given time, you are one or the other.  And you are one or the other- you cannot be both minded 
at once, nor can you be 30% spiritual and 70% carnally at any one time.  You either are or you 
aren’t, either 100% of one mind or not at all. 
 The Coverdale Bible used “ghostly” for “spiritual”. 
 
6c  The ESV is overly wordy and awkward here.  It’s reading is very inferior to the traditional 
translations. 
 
6d  “Flesh cares for flesh. The man who is all body cares only for the body. The man, whose 
mind is under subjection to his body, minds “the things of the flesh.” Where the Holy Ghost is 
Supreme where the spiritual world has become predominant over the heart and life. There, men 
live for something nobler than the worldly man’s trinity, “What shall we eat, and what shall we 
drink, and wherewithal shall we be clothed?” The carnal life is only becoming to a beast, or a 
bird, or an insect. But when a man cares for his immortal spirit, and lives for divine and spiritual 
things, he has attained to the life that is life indeed (Charles Spurgeon).” 
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PASSAGE 43: ROMANS 13:14 
But put ye ona-b the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provisionc for the flesh,d to fulfill the 
lustse thereof.  
 
14a  “put ye on” As one would put on a clean, fresh garment. Christ is not only our food and 
our life, but is also our dress. 
 
14b  The believer’s dress casts every other into the shade.  It is: 

1. Costly- cost the King of glory His life- Philippians 2:6-8 
2. Comfortable- fills the soul with peace and joy- Romans 15:13 
3. Complete- leaves no part of the body or soul exposed- Colossians 2:10 
4. Comely- in the eyes of God, men and angels- Ezekiel16:14 
5. Glorious- the image of Christ- 2 Corinthians 3:18 
6. Durable- never wears out or waxes old- Hebrews 13:8 
7. Divine- Jehovah our Righteousness- Jeremiah 23:6 (Thomas Robinson, Studies in 
Romans: Expository and Homiletical Commentary, volume 2, page 225). 

 
14c  “make no provision” Give it no quarter, nor give it any opportunity to manifest itself, even 
for a minute. 
 The Geneva Bible renders this as “give no thought to the flesh” which is also good, but 
the Authorized Version’s use of “no provision” is sharper as it has the idea of not giving the flesh 
(old nature) any supplies or provisions- starve it! 
 
14d  The Geneva Bible has a weaker reading of “take no thought for the flesh”.  The reading 
“make no provision” is better as it has the idea of giving nothing to the old nature that would 
encourage it or assist it in exerting its lusts.  Even the ESV uses “provision” here. 
 
14e  “lusts” All the flesh has are lusts and none of them are good.  They are all hurtful and 
damnable.  Most of what the flesh wants is based on lusts.  The idea of “lust” is a very strong 
and driving desire to have something that is forbidden to it.  Thus, most lusts are sinful and 
motivated to do nothing more than to fulfill the appetites of the old man and our fallen nature. 
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1 CORINTHIANS 1:30 
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption. 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 3:17 
If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are. 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 6:11 
And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified In the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
 
2 CORINTHIANS 7:1 
Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
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PASSAGE 48: GALATIANS 2:20 
I am crucified with Christ:ab nevertheless I live;cd yet not I,e but Christ liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,f who loved me, 
and gave himself for me.g  
 
20a This is a deep verse that has no bottom. Paul considered himself crucified with Christ. This 
is when he died to the law- when Christ fulfilled it. This is a state of living death. I am alive but 
dead to the law. The problem with death by crucifixion is that it is a slow death. A man could 
hang on a cross for days before he died. Our death to the law is equally as slow. It is painful, 
agonizing and shameful, but the longer we stay on that cross, the deader we should become to 
the law.  

This is why immature Christians need Roman Catholic penance to be forgiven of their 
sins- they are not on the cross and dying to the law/justification by works as they should be. 
This is why unstable Christians fall out to the Seventh Day Adventists to keep the law in order to 
stay saved- they haven't gotten on their cross yet and started the dying process to the law. 

My old man of sin which was in subject to the law is dead. It died when I was saved. I 
am alive but not to myself, my old sin nature or to the law. Those things have no attraction to me 
as a justified Christian. I am alive only to Christ now. Only Christ has any influence on me. 

“I am crucified”  The phrase is in the perfect in the Greek, denoting a final, irreversible 
state.  There was no coming down from that cross once you were crucified!  And Paul certainly 
did not wish to come down or be taken down from his cross!  While the NKJV is technically 
correct in rendering the phrase as an English past tense, the Authorized Version still maintains 
the force of the perfect (ongoing present tense that will continue into the future). 

 
20b  Five aspects of crucifixion in Galatians: 

1. I am crucified with Christ  2:20 
 2. Christ crucified  3:1 
 3. The flesh crucified in me  5:24 
 4. The world crucified to me  6:14 
 5. I crucified unto the world  6:14 
 
20c Before I was saved, I lived- if you want to call that living- by the law. As a sinner, I thought I 
could somehow justify myself according to the law. But I know better now. I died to that law 
when I was saved and gave up my attempts at self-justification. Now I live by the faith of the 
Son of God and not by myself or my works. Again, I am not living by my faith in Christ but by the 
faith of Christ which He imparted to me at my salvation. I live by His faith and my life is thus 
dependent upon Him. 
    
20d This is the "living sacrifice" of Romans 12:1,2. We are on the cross but are not totally dead 
yet. The old man won't die easy. He kicks, squirms and tries to get off the cross. The more you 
try to kill him the harder he resists. It is our duty to keep him on the cross and hasten his final 
dead so that we may be free of him. Here is a Biblical paradox- the Spirit of the Living God 
comes to dwell in the dead bodies of Christians! 
 
20e  Emphatic. 
 
20f  “faith of the Son of God”, again showing the important truth that we do not live by our 
own faith but rather by the faith of Christ imparted to us through the Spirit.   
 The ESV errs again by rendering this as “faith in the Son of God”.  We live not by our 
own faith but by the faith that Christ gives us and imputes to us. 
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20g  For whom did Christ die? 
1. For all (1 Timothy 2:6; Isaiah 53:6). 
2. For every man (Hebrews 2:9). 
3. For the world (John 3:16). 
4. For the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2). 
5. For the ungodly (Romans 5:6). 
6. For false teachers (2 Peter 2:1). 
7. For many (Matthew 20:28). 
8. For Israel (John 11:50–51). 
9. For the Church (Ephesians 5:25). 
10. For "me" (Galatians 2:20). 
It is obvious that these verses would undermine the Calvinistic doctrine that Christ only 

died for the “elect” and not for the world or for so-called “reprobates”.  The Scripture is clear that 
Christ died for all men, and that all man may be saved as salvation is made available to all. 
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PASSAGE 49: EPHESIANS 1:4 
According as he hath chosena usb in him before the foundation of the world,c-d-e-f that we 
should be holyg and without blameh-i before him in love:j-k-l 

 

4a  “chosen” is in the middle voice in Greek- God chose us for Himself.  He chose us for His 
benefit, not ours.  What a thought to contemplate that God deliberately chose us for salvation.   
 
4b  “chosen us”  This is an individual election, not a national one as in Romans 9-11.  The “us” 
are individuals and by context, primarily Gentiles. 
 
4c  “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world,”  This refers to 
election unto salvation, which took place in eternity past, where God choose those to be saved.  
We must not shy away from this doctrine simply because the Calvinists have done damage to it 
any more than we would shy away from the doctrines of the Holy Ghost or sanctification simply 
because the Pentecostals and Charismatics have damaged it. 

This verse does not necessarily presuppose reprobation, where God also actively 
selects some to hell.  This doctrine must be balanced by the truth of the free will of man and the 
personal responsibility of the sinner for salvation.  Balancing the election of God with the 
personal responsibility of man in salvation is a Biblical paradox that cannot be explained on this 
side of eternity.  
 Calvinists usually appeal to this verse as a proof-text of their false doctrine of 
“unconditional election”, or “arbitrary election unto salvation.”  But this verse says nothing about 
the basis of that salvation, just the time of it (before the foundation of the world) and the goal 
(that we should be holy and without blame).  It would be good to also apply 1 Peter 1:2 here, for 
God’s foreknowledge must certainly play a role in the basis for his election, if He did it before 
the creation of mankind. 
 I get sick and tired of Calvinists forever complaining about those who refuse to agree 
with Calvin’s teaching on this doctrine as being somehow “afraid” of the doctrine.  Why should 
anyone be afraid of truth and sound doctrine?  Simply because you disagree with Calvin’s 
mangling of the doctrine does not mean that you do not believe the Biblical presentation of 
election or that you are “afraid” of the doctrine.  The only thing Bible believers are afraid of is 
teaching wrong doctrine and having to answer to God for it at the judgment seat.  Personally, I 
embrace the doctrine of election and don’t fear it, but I want nothing to do with Calvin’s position 
on the doctrine as he was dead wrong, as was his mentor, the Roman Catholic “Father” 
Augustine. 
 
4d  There are two kinds of election: 
 1. Personal election unto salvation 

2. National election- Israel (Romans 9-11).  You shouldn’t try to apply personal election 
unto salvation to Romans 9-11! 

 
4e  In personal election unto salvation, it is clear that this choice by God is based on His 
foreknowledge of our acceptance of Christ (1 Peter 1:2).  It is not based on some arbitrary 
decree of God but is based on the will of man. This is why man is responsible before God as to 
whatever his decision is regarding Christ.  But if man is saved apart from this foreknowledge, 
then how could God send a man to hell when God had passed over Him for some arbitrary 
reason, never giving that man a chance to accept Christ?  The responsibility of man to make the 
right choice regarding Christ lies on the man.  He is either acceptable to receive Christ or is held 
accountable in rejecting Him.  Simply put, God knew from eternity past who would accept Christ 
and who would reject Him.  On that foreknowledge, God made his elections unto salvation. 
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4f  “before the foundation of the world”  Sometime before the creation of Genesis 1:2 
although we cannot place an exact date or time on this, as it probably took place in eternity 
past. 
 
4g  “holy” The Tyndale Bible has “we should be saints”. 
 
4h  “that we should be holy and without blame” This deals with sanctification. Paul says that 
we were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world. We are chosen for and unto two 
reasons:  

1. To be holy. This is the positive aspect of the Christian life. 
2. To be without blame, all in love. This is the negative aspect of the Christian life.  

 
4i  “without blame”  Strong’s #299 amomos; a sacrifice without spot or blemish, faultless, 
unblameable 
 
4j  This is the will of God for us, even our sanctification. Thus election and sanctification are 
related. 
 
4k  “in love” This is the divine love of God used here.  Here is the motivation and the basis for 
our calling and election- the love of God.  Mainline Calvinism tends to place the emphasis on 
the sovereignty of God but Paul places it on the love of God.  When we are dealing with the 
doctrines of election, we must always proceed from the presumption of the love of God toward 
His Son in His desire to save sinners more so than starting from the presumption of God’s 
sovereign choice.  We certainly believe in election but not as the Calvinists present it.  We are 
more comfortable with the system presented by Moses Amyraut, coined “Amyraldianism” where 
he stressed the love of God in election, while not perfect, is a great improvement over Calvin’s 
system of arbitrary election, where he teaches that God chooses some to go to heaven and 
some to go to hell based on divine sovereignty and nothing else.  If you held a gun to my head 
and forced me to be a Calvinist, it would have to be the Amyraldian version of it.  The Puritan 
Richard Baxter held to Amyraldianism Calvinism.  Today, it is generally referred to as a type of 
“four-point Calvinism.”  But this probably would not satisfy most professed “five point Calvinists” 
who would accuse such a position of being one of compromise and just another expression of 
the dreaded Arminianism.   

Here’s a good summary of Amyraldianism from Wikipedia: “The friends of Amyraut 
urged the love, benevolence, and impartial justice of God, and the numerous passages in 
Scripture which teach that God loves 'the whole world,' that he will have 'all men to be saved,' 
that Christ died 'not for our sins only, but also for the sins of the whole world,' that 'he shut up all 
in unbelief that he might have mercy upon all.' On the other hand, it was objected that God does 
not really will and intend what is never accomplished; that he could not purpose an end without 
providing adequate means; God did not actually offer salvation to all; and that a hypothetical 
universalism based on an unlikely condition is an unfruitful abstraction.”  If you insist on being a 
Calvinist, this is the best kind to be as this is the closest to Scripture as you can get under that 
system. 

 
4l  Peter Ruckman’s summation of the errors of Calvinistic theology are as good as anyone’s: 
““Having predestinated us unto the adoption...according to the good pleasure of his will” (vs. 5). 
Dr. Martin gives us Calvin’s position admirably (Wycliffe Commentary, pg. 1303); i.e., God 
chooses some to be saved and doesn’t choose others.  

This is the root of Calvin’s system; and by coupling the verse with Romans 9:16, 18, the 
great superstructure of Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace, Unconditional Election, and Total 
Depravity was erected. The system contains the most remarkable theological contradictions 
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known to man, and the whole Aristotelian philosophy behind the theology is a distortion of 
reasoning processes. The real Calvinist reasons as follows:  

a. I cannot understand what God did and why He did it because He did it arbitrarily 
“according to the pleasure of His will” (Eph. 1:5).  

b. Since God does these things without my consent, He makes the decisions for me 
(Rom. 9:16); therefore, I have no will of my own before I am saved.  

c. Therefore, God elects a certain number, regardless of their will in the matter, and 
atones for this number and this number only, since His will would be frustrated if He atoned for 
any more than He is going to save.  

d. It would be teaching salvation by works to assume that God had any basis for 
choosing the elect; therefore, I leave it to Him and simply shrug my shoulders and say: “God 
had His own purpose which no one can know. See how humble I am?”  

But all of this breaks down when dissected. (The Bible Believer's Commentary on 
Galatians-Colossians). 
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PASSAGE 50: EPHESIANS 4:13 
4:13a  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man,b unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
 
13a  The ultimate aim of gifted men is to minister with these goals: 

1. Until we come in the unity of the faith. This will only happen when the Church is 
completed in heaven! The ecumenical/Back to Rome movement will never accomplish 
true spiritual unity among men. Any unity the Antichrist can force upon his subjects in the 
tribulation will be temporary and not based on love, holiness or doctrine. 
2. Until we come to a full knowledge of the Son of God. This also does not occur in this 
life but only when we are in heaven with our glorified bodies and brains, when we can at 
long last fully appreciate these doctrines that we could not understand on earth. 
3. Until we come to a perfect man. The Body will be completed only when it makes it to 
heaven. All the members who will ever be in the Church will be in the Church only when 
the Church is in heaven, after the rapture. Then we come to a complete and perfect 
knowledge and full spiritual maturity (finally!) of Christ and the mystery of the Body.  This 
is not a sinless man, but a mature man.  Since we have not yet attainted to this, we need 
the three ministries of the gifted men in verse 12. 
4. To fully conform us to the image and the likeness of Christ (Romans 8:29). This only 
becomes final after the rapture although it is continually worked out on earth. 

 
13b  I think the ESV rendering of “mature manhood” to be inferior to the traditional rendering of 
“perfect man”.  “Perfect” here does not mean “sinless” as the word never has the idea in 
Scripture.  There is no sinless perfection down here although we will have it in heaven when we 
receive our glorified bodies.  “Perfection” here means maturity and completeness.  The gifted 
men God gives to the churches are to help the saints grow up in spiritual maturity and 
usefulness.  This “perfection” of the saints will be “perfected” at the rapture.   Then will the 
ministry of these gifted men cease. 
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PASSAGE 51: EPHESIANS 4:24 
And that ye put on the new man,a which after God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness.b 
 
24a  This is the new, regenerated spiritual nature imparted to all believers by the Holy Spirit 
through the new birth. 
 
24b  Description of the new man/nature: 
 1. He is after God. Or from God 
 2. He is created in righteousness 
 3. He is created in true holiness 

There is no carnality associated with the new man/nature whatsoever where the old 
man/nature is nothing but carnal. 
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PASSAGE 52: EPHESIANS 5:26, 27 
5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,a-b-c 
 
26a  This cleansing is not by the waters of baptism, for baptism cannot cleanse from sin nor 
sanctify.  It is merely a symbolic act and a public testimony.  The Word is the cleansing agent 
(Psalm 119:9) 
 
26b  The modern church needs a lot of washing.  We are not living in Philadelphia anymore but 
rather in the last-days Laodicean church. 
 
26c  “by the word”  The translations are all over the place regarding which preposition to use 
here.  Only the Coverdale Bible reads as the Authorized Version.  The Tyndale and Geneva 
Bibles have “through”.  The Bishops Bible has “in”.  The ESV uses “with”. 
 
5:27  That he might present it to himselfa a glorious church,b not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any  such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.c-d 
  
27a  Christ will present the Church unto Himself as His bride at the Marriage Supper, which 
takes places immediately after the Rapture and the Bema Seat judgment. 
 
27b  “a glorious church…” A Church filled with and full of the glory of God.  The ESV “in 
splendor” is no improvement to “a glorious church”. 
 
27c  Like any man marrying a woman, he wants a clean, chaste and holy bride.  We can’t do 
much with our wives in that regard before the wedding but Christ is bettering His Church 
through the process and application of sanctification on a regular and continual basis. 
 
27d  The Shulamite (a type of the individual Christian and by extension, the Church) is said to 
be “without blemish” in Song 4:7.  That’s how Christ sees us and the Church, despite our infinite 
number of faults and continuing sins. 
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PASSAGE 53: 1 THESSALONIANS 3:13 
To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameablea in holiness before God, even our 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christb with all his saints.c 
 
13a  “stablish your hearts unblameable”  The heart of the believer must be established, 
settled and matured by the grace of God, especially in these days in which we live.  They are 
difficult days, with apostasy and compromise rampant, and sin on the increase.  Unless we are 
spiritually grounded and fixed on the truth, we have little defense from being carried away by the 
age.   

This is especially in the light of the second coming, mentioned in this verse.  The Lord’s 
coming is sooner than we think, which means the bema judgment may be right around the 
corner.  Are we ready to stand before God to give account of our lives and ministries? 
“unblameable”  Strong’s # 273 amemptos; from a (Strong’s #1) a negative particle; memphomai 
(Strong’s #3201), to blame, find fault, blameless, deserving no censure, free from fault or defect.   
This moral and spiritual state is to be the goal of all believers (1 John 2:1).  Also compare 1 
Thessalonians 5:23 and Philippians 2:15 
 
13b  The ESV omits “Christ”. 
 
13c  “at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.”  Here is the second-coming 
truth for the end of chapter 3.  The obvious question here is how do the saints get to be with the 
Lord at the second coming in order to come back with Christ?  The saints get there through the 
rapture/first resurrection.  Then seven years later, they come back with the Lord in the Second 
Coming. 
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PASSAGE 54: 1 THESSALONIANS 4:3 
For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye  should abstain from 
fornication: 
 
This is the will of God for every believer- his sanctification.  The present tense of the verb shows 
that it is God’s will for us “right now”.  God’s ultimate will for us is not “success” or “building a 
great work” or “being a great soulwinner”.  It is our holiness, growth in grace and knowledge of 
the truth and our continuing developing Christlikeness in our lives.  God’s will for us is not to 
pastor large churches, enjoy worldly success, make money, achieve fame or fortune or baptize 
300 every year.  His desire for us is our sanctification.  God desires us to be holy, to be 
separated, and to be in a right relationship with Him.  Timothy may have reported to Paul that 
some of the Thessalonians were having trouble maintaining their purity and this exhortation by 
Paul was designed to encourage them to go on in this matter and not to compromise.  
Fornication was so common and widespread in Paul’s day that the Christians had to take 
special care to keep themselves from it, just like today.  The heathen of that day did not think it 
a sin, just as modern heathen don’t.  In Paul’s day, much of this immorality was religion-based, 
as many of the rituals of the pagan temples included some types of fornication.  This is what 
Paul is burdened about and what he is warning against.  It is amazing what kinds of sins men 
will justify in the name of their religion!  What distinguishes a Christian is that he understands 
how it is a sin and something to be avoided. 
 
“Sanctification” is the process of making someone holy.  It starts with an unholy sinner at 
salvation.  At the moment of salvation, the sinner is made positionally holy in Christ.  
Positionally, that new saint will never be any holier in Christ than he is at that time.  But then, the 
process of practical sanctification begins, where that positional holiness is worked out and 
manifested in a practical and visible way in the life of the saint.  And the goal of the truth of God 
is not wisdom, as in Greek or worldly philosophies, but holiness. 
 The Tyndale Bible has “be holy” and the Bishops has “your holiness” 
 
Sanctification involves abstaining from fornication.  This has a two-fold application: 
 1. Sins of the flesh. 
 2. Spiritual, as in avoiding error and apostasy 
 
Abstaining from fornication has two applications: 
 1. Literal fornication, sexual sins with the body 
 2. Spiritual fornication:  

1. Apostasy. This involves the Christian leaving his “spiritual husband” and taking 
up with a doctrinal “strange woman” (I know, the genders are mixed here, but you 
get the idea!).  The Galatian churches were guilty of this sin. 
2. Compromise.  This is related to apostasy.  When you embrace an apostate 
system, you first do so by compromising the truth in order to embrace the error. 
3. Apathy.  Who cares about the apostasy and compromise?  Who cares about 
anything at all?  Can’t we all just get along?  None of this is important enough to 
be fighting over! 

 
“fornication” Strong’s #4202 porneia; illicit sexual intercourse, adultery, fornication, 
homosexuality, lesbianism, intercourse with animals, sexual intercourse with close relatives; the 
worship of idols. 
 Pagan religions demanded no sort of sexual purity from its followers and many of them 
freely used “temple prostitutes” as a form of “engaging in worship” as well as a means of raising 
funds to support the temple and the activities of the cult in that city. 
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 The ESV has “sexual immorality” which is not a necessary change, for everyone knows 
what “fornication” is.  The Coverdale Bible uses “whoredom” 
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PASSAGE 55: 1 THESSALONIANS 4:7 
4:7a  For God hath not called  usb unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 
 
7a  A sharp contrast is given here.  God has called us to leave the life and practice of 
uncleanness and sin and to go unto a life of holiness and sanctification.  This change starts at 
salvation and he progresses as a quest for Christian purity for the rest of our Christian lives.  It 
was this that Paul was urging upon the Thessalonians.  
 
7b  Two calls: 
 1. To uncleanness, by the world 
 2. To holiness, by God 

Every unsaved man hears and heeds the call to uncleanness.  He cannot hear the call to 
holiness until he is saved.  He first hears the call to salvation.  Once that is heard and heeded, 
then comes the call to leave uncleanness and follow after holiness. 
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PASSAGE 56: 1 THESSALONIANS 5:23,24 
5:23 And the very God of peacea sanctify you wholly;b and I pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and bodyc be preserved blamelessd unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
23a  “God of peace” a title for God, showing that He is the author of peace and all peace 
comes from Him 
 God is called “God of Peace, in the Pauline sense, is not mere calm or tranquility. It is 
always conceived as based upon reconciliation with God. God is the God of peace only to those 
who have ceased to be at war with him, and are at one with him. God's peace is not sentimental 
but moral (Marvin Vincent, Vincent’s Word Studies in the New Testament).” 
 1. God of patience in Romans 15:5 
 2. God of hope in Romans 15:13 

3. God of peace in Romans 15:33; 16:20; 1 Corinthians 14:33; Philippians 4:9; 1 
Thessalonians 5:23; 2 Thessalonians 3:16; Hebrews 13:20 

 4. God of all grace in 1 Peter 5:10 
 
23b  “sanctify you wholly”  Not entire sanctification, which teaches that there is a second 
blessing where the sin nature is eradicated.  There is no such state in Scripture in this life and 
the Bible teaches no such thing.  Instead, Paul desires that God would have free reign in all 
compartments of the life.  The “spiritual” and “secular” areas of your life should all be under the 
control of the Holy Spirit and we should dedicate all that are are and have to God. 
 The optative mood here shows this is a desire and wish of Paul on behalf on the 
Thessalonians. 
 
23c  “spirit and soul and body” This clearly shows the three part of man: 

1. Man has a spirit.  This is the part of man that responds to God and to spiritual things.  
This is what separates man from the animals as animals do not have a spirit in the same 
sense as men do.  This is not to say that animals have absolutely no God-
consciousness, but what they do possess is not on the same level as man’s. 

1. This deals with our worship.  Our worship, devotions and spiritual service must 
be sanctified.  This includes church attendance, our prayer life, our devotions, 
our Bible readings, etc. 

2. Man is a soul.  This is the center of personality, will and intellect.  That is what we 
really are.  Animals also have souls as they have a personality, will and some degree of 
intellect or instinct. 
 1. This deals with the personality, will and emotions of man 
 2. This involves: 
  1. Christ- our relation to Him (relating to our spirit) 
  2. Character- our maturity and Christian development (relating to our  

soul) 
3. Man has a physical body.  This is obvious, that allows us to have contact and 
interaction with the physical world.  But you are not the body.  The body only houses the 
soul and spirit. 
 1. The body must also be treated in a high, Christian manner 

2. You cannot be 2/3rd sanctified.  You can’t claim to be spiritual and dress 
worldly 
3. This involves a sanctification of the physical life of man, from his clothing, 
music, marriage, etc.  
 1. Your sanctification will deal every compartment of life. 

 
Each one of these separate divisions can be individually sanctified: 



76 
 

 1. The body can be kept from sinful acts. 
 2. The soul can be kept from sinful thoughts. 
 3. The spirit can be kept from idolatry and apostasy. 
 
This corresponds to the trinity of Godhead, as man is also a trinity: 
 1. God has a soul.  This corresponds to the Father. 
 2. God has a body.  This is Jesus Christ. 
 3. God has a Spirit, which is the Holy Spirit. 
 
This involves a full salvation, where body, soul and spirit would do.  If a man is truly saved, he 
will be fully saved, and it would reflect in every compartment of life. 
 
Man is unable to separate his three parts into individual entities.  We cannot separate our soul 
and spirit so that they act independently.  But God evidently can and does.  One God, made up 
of three parts (body, soul, spirit) that can function independently, yet still be a unified being. 
 
This work of sanctification and total salvation of the entire man is the work of God.  There is a 
part where we do sanctify ourselves but the until outworking of sanctification in every 
compartment of the life is the work of God. 
 
23d  It is Paul’s desire that all three of these parts of man be preserved blameless until Christ 
returns.  This is not “preserved sinless” for none are sinless.  We cannot live sinless but we can 
live blameless, so that there is no open scandal in our lives and where we do not give Satan any 
excuse to speak reproachfully against us.  Job would be a good example of a blameless life, as 
would Daniel. 
 
5:24a  Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.b 
 
24a  God never gave a command that we could never fulfill.  And if He promised to do 
something for us, He will follow through on that promise.  If God called us to a blameless life 
than we can live a blameless life through the power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
24b  The ESV has the weakest reading with “he will surely do it”.  Well, the Lord certainly will, 
but the other translations just read more confidently about it. 
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PASSAGE 57: 2 THESSALONIANS 2:13 
But wea are bound b to give thanks  alway to God for you, brethren  beloved of the Lord, 
because God hath from the beginningc chosen you to salvationd-e through sanctificationf 

of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 

 
13a  Emphatic. 
 
13b  “We are bound”  “We feel an obligation to thank God for you, your example and your 
testimony in the midst of your tribulations, for it encourages and strengthens us and the other 
brethren.” 
 
The ESV and Geneva Bible are weaker with “we ought always…”   “Bound” is better because it 
implies some spiritual obligation. 
 
13c  The ESV has “firstfruits” in the place of “from the beginning”.  This reads more as a 
commentary than an interpretation. 
 
13d  “God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation”  This is election onto salvation.  
No basis for this election is mentioned here but it is associated with being “through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”  The fact that the Thessalonians were 
sanctified positionally by the Spirit and the fact that they believed the truth played some role in 
their election, so it cannot be said to have been totally “unconditional”.  Again, we simply cannot 
know everything there is to know regarding the basis for our salvation or why God elects us to 
salvation. 
 
13e  “chosen” is in the perfect tense, showing an absolute and completed act that cannot be 
amended or reversed.  Both election and salvation are completed and final acts of God that 
cannot be so reversed or undone. 
 
13f  “sanctification” The setting apart of someone or something for a holy purpose.  In this 
context, it is for both the positional sanctification of the Thessalonians (done at salvation) and 
the practical outworking of that sanctification in the lives of the Thessalonians.  This is the 
ultimate goal of election and salvation, not just the keeping from hell, but the sanctification of the 
believer unto the glory of God. 
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PASSAGE 58: 1 TIMOTHY 1:5 
Now the end of the commandmenta is charityb out of a pure heart,c and of a good 
conscience, and of faith unfeigned:  
 
5a  How many misunderstand “the commandment” in verse 5! All they can see is "don't do this" 
and "can't do that." All they can see is a bunch of negatives supposedly designed to make man, 
especially the Christian, miserable. Such is the sad plight of the antinomians. But to the man 
with a proper understanding of Law and Grace, he comes to love the Law of God. He can't be a 
Christian without it. He may be delivered from its curse but he is not delivered from its 
obligations, nor does he want to be. He cannot practice charity without a proper relation to the 
Law. He cannot have a good conscience toward God without a proper relation to the Law. He 
cannot have unfeigned faith without a proper relation to the Law. We wonder then about the 
quality of "Christianity" of those who cast scorn upon the holy Law of God, saying we are 
delivered from it and thus we may live as we please. There is no more wretched creature in 
"Christianity" than the lawless man who hates the Law. 
 
5b  Not just the emotion of love, but love put into action. Love is the noun, charity is the verb.  
“Charity” is the higher expression of “love”, as in 1 Corinthians 13. 

The goal of charity is to produce three things in the believer: 
 1. A pure heart 

2. A good conscience, both toward God and man. A good conscience that is one that  
pure with God and is both undefiled and unseared, which God can still deal with and that will still 
respond to the workings of God. 

3. Faith unfeigned, or genuine faith that is not hypocritical or phony. 
The ESV has “love”. 

 
5c To possess such a heart with a perfect love should be the goal of every Christian life. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



79 
 

2 TIMOTHY 1:9 
Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according 
to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 
 
2 TIMOTHY 2:21 
If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and 
meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 
 
2 TIMOTHY 3:17 
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
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PASSAGE 62: TITUS 2:11-13 
2:11a For the graceb-c-d of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared aorist passive to all 
men,e 
 
11a  The Calvinist John Gill calls Paul a liar here in saying that the grace of God has appeared 
to all men. Gill disagreed.  Consider this quote from Gill: "By which is meant, not the free love 
and favour of God, which lies in his own heart; for though that is productive of salvation, and is 
the source and spring of it, and what brings it forth, and is far from encouraging licentiousness, 
but instructs in real piety, and constrains to obedience to the will of God; yet this does not 
appear, nor has it been, nor is it made manifest unto all men, but is peculiar to the Lord's own 
people; nor does it design the grace of God wrought in the hearts of believers; for though 
salvation is strictly connected with it, and it powerfully influences the lives and conversations of 
such, who are partakers of it; yet it has not appeared to, nor in all men; all men have not faith, 
nor hope, nor love, nor any other graces of the spirit..." No! Paul SAID it appeared to ALL men. 
The Calvinist Gill said it did not.  If Paul had meant to limit the extent of the atonement as Gill 
insists he does, then Paul would have written in language to clearly demonstrate that.  Gill limits 
the “grace of God” to appearing to all of the elect, not to all men.  Who are you going to believe, 
an uninspired Calvinist or an inspired apostle?  And notice all the philosophical contortions Gill 
must put himself through to maintain his own theological system at the expense of clear Biblical 
teaching.  
 
11b  What is grace? It is a good old word, well studied through the ages.  It is Strong's #5485 
xaris charis; graciousness, of manner or act. It is unmerited favor. This favor was not bestowed 
upon Christ's friends but upon His enemies. The classical understanding of the word was just 
the opposite, as this favor was always bestowed upon friends and not on enemies. But Jesus 
died for us while we hated Him. Grace is also God not giving me what I deserve (hell) but giving 
me what I do not deserve (eternal life). 
 
11c  Why Grace is So Important 
    1. We are saved by grace. Ephesians 2:8,9 "For by grace are ye saved..." 

2. Grace is the source of our salvation.  
1. Acts 15:11. “But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we 
shall be saved, even as they.”  
2. Acts 18:27 “And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren 
wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped 
them much which had believed through grace:” 
3. Ephesians 2:8,9 “For by grace are ye saved, through faith…” 

3. Workers are called by grace. Example- Paul- Galatians 1:15 “But when it pleased 
God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace. Any 
preacher knows that he is only in the ministry by the grace of God and not through any 
merit of his own. “ 
4. Grace is the source of our justification. Romans 3:24 “Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:”  
5. It is the source of our redemption and forgiveness. Ephesians 1:7 “In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace; “ 

 
11d  The Activities of Grace- What does it do in our lives? 

1. What Grace Brought- Salvation  2:11. This is true since we are saved by grace. It is 
only through the grace of God that there is a plan of salvation to start with. I am a grace 
preacher and I preach and emphasize the free grace of God in salvation and I don't have to 
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subscribe to a single point of Calvinism to do it. 
2. What Grace Sought- all men  2:11. The Grace of God has appeared to all men (1 

Timothy 2:4). God wants all men saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth, not just the 
“elect”. On this basis, no man can ever plead ignorance of the grace of God for it has appeared 
to all men. Why would the grace of God appear to all men and seek all men out if the Calvinistic 
doctrine of limited atonement were true? What a waste of grace! Grace sought all men because 
God desires all men to be saved! Naturally, the idea of limited atonement, where Christ died 
only for the elect instead of for all men, is a gross and devilish heresy which limits the infinite 
love of God and the extent of the blood atonement.  Comparing this with 1 Timothy 2:1-4 is also 
good, as Paul makes frequent use of the word “all” in relation of God desiring all men to be 
saved, as well as in 2 Peter 3:9, where God does not want any to perish. 

3. What Grace Taught  2:12.  
1. To deny ungodliness. You will be offered ungodliness and worldly lusts in your 
life. It is up to you to refuse the evil and to cling to the good. This is only possible 
if you love the things of God more than the things of the world. "Ungodliness" is 
Strong's #763 asebeia; impiety, wickedness. Anything that is sin or is a result of 
disobedience or that it opposed to the things and the spirit of the gospel. This is 
acting without reference to God. It is living as though God were not to be 
respected or reverenced (Hebrews 12:28). It is the absence of the “fear of the 
Lord.” An “ungodly man” is wicked, perverse, irreverent, and without value. His 
outstanding characteristic is the lack of “God-reference” in his thoughts, 
conversation, and conduct. He is a practical atheist.  

2. To deny worldly lusts. Quit desiring the things of the world and of sin 
that you are not allowed to have as a Christian. 

          1. Deny all three categories of worldly lusts: 
              1. Lust of the flesh 
              2. Lust of the eye 
              3. The pride of life 

3. To live soberly.  
4. To live righteously. We cannot understand a Christian who lives unrighteously, 
who cheats in business, who steals from his employer, who is not truthful to his 
friends, who does not tithe. All this involves unrighteous living which is to be 
avoided. 
5. To live godly in this present world. "World" here is not "kosmos", this world 
system but Strong's #165 aion; an age, the world. Paul would add “evil” to this 
world in Galatians 1:4. We are to live godly in this day, among these people, in 
this, our generation.  

1. To be godly is to be godly, to live as Jesus would if He were still 
walking physically on the earth. To live “godly” is the opposite of living 
“ungodly”.  A godly man has God in his thoughts and his actions. If a man 
is “godly,” he consults God before he does anything and tries to look at 
any person, problem, book, idea, action, decision, institution, religion, or 
sin as God looks at it. This involves a study of God’s word that amounts 
to a daily poring over (and over) the Scriptures. No man can know 
anything about the mind of God. 

6. The blessed hope.  
    1. For the rapture. 
         2. To go without dying and going through the valley of death. 
         3. To be delivered from this present evil world. 
         4. To receive our glorified bodies, never to sin again. 
         5. To be with Christ forever. 
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The right kind of living will produce the blessed hope and where the blessed 
hope is burning in the heart, it will produce the right kind of living. 

4. What Grace Wrought  2:13: 
  1. Salvation 
  2. A genuine Christian life 
  3. Hope in the second coming 
 
11e  To all men, not just the elect, but reprobates are also included as there is no good reason 
to limit the scope of “all” here. 
 
2:12 Teachinga us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,b we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world;c-d  
 
12a The ESV has “training” instead of “teaching”. 
 
12b  The ESV has “passions” instead of “lusts”.  Is there any other kind of lust other than worldly 
ones? 
 
12c  Right now, in this age, in your generation.  Grace will teach you how to live in your 
generation and how to confront it with the claims of the gospel.  Grace will also give you the 
necessary discernment about the peculiar and unique sins of your generation to help you to live 
as you should in it. 
 
12d  None of these things can be learned in any Bible college or book, but only through a right 
relationship with God through the new birth. 
 
2:13 Looking for that blessed hope,a and the glorious appearingb-c of the greatd God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ;e-f 
 
13a "blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ". 
Here is an example of the Granville Sharp Rule that is used to prove the deity of Christ using 
Greek syntax. This rule states that when we have two or more nouns in the same case 
connected by "kai" (and), the first noun having the article and the second noun not having the 
article, the second noun refers to the same thing as the first and is a further description of it. 
Thus, the blessed hope is the glorious appearing of the great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
The rule applies to both phrases. We reject any and all accusations that the Authorized Version 
text somehow downplays the deity of Christ in 2:13. It is wrongly claimed that the grammar in 
the text somehow separates Christ from being the "great God." These complaints come from 
hypocrites who do the exact thing they accuse the Authorzied Version translators of doing. The 
Bibles they recommend (NJKV, NIV, NASV, ESV...) all attack the deity of Christ in verses like 
Matthew 12:6, Luke 2:33 and 23:42, John 3:13, Acts 4:27 and 20:28 and 1 Timothy 3:16. The 
Authorized Version reading is accurate and maintains the full deity of Christ. It should be 
obvious to anyone with even half a brain that Jesus is both our "great God" and "Savior." Any 
controversy or misunderstanding of the verse is unnecessary. 
 
13b The "blessed hope" and the "glorious appearing" are similar but different. We have the 
glorious appearing of the Lord in the rapture and second coming but that is not all that is 
contained in the blessed hope. The blessed hope includes this but also involves our glorified 
body, deliverance from sin, our heavenly mansion, the Millennium and many other things. We 
thus reject Wuest's criticism of the Authorized Version on page 195 of his Word Studies in the 
Pastoral Epistles when he complains about the Authorized Version separating them into two 
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different things. Wuest's retranslation of the verse clarifies nothing.  The ESV also mangles the 
verse into “the appearing of the glory”, thus eliminatig the “glory” from the appearing, the 
Second Coming. 
 
13c "appearing" Strong's #2015 epiphaneia; a manifestation, the advent of Christ, often used of 
the glorious manifestation of the gods, and especially of their advent to help; in the New 
Testament the advent of Christ, --not only what has already taken place and by which his 
presence and power appear in the saving light he has shed upon mankind, but also his 
illustrious return from heaven to occur in the future. 
 
13d "great" Strong's #3173 megas; great, large, particularly of physical magnitude. "This is the 
only place in the New Testament in which megas is applied to the true God, although it is a 
constant predicate of heathen gods and goddesses, e.g., Acts 19:28 (Expositors Greek New 
Testament 4:196)." 
 
13e  This is one of the clearest expressions of the deity of Christ in the Bible. 
 
13f  Would an amillennialist or a postmillennialist, who is not looking for the any-moment return 
of Christ in either the rapture of the second coming be said to have this mind-set?  A 
premillennialist would!  We believe He could come at any time and live like it but we work as if 
He is not coming back for another hundred years.  What about someone who is looking for the 
church to go through the tribulation?  He would be looking for the wrath of God or for the 
revelation of the Antichrist, not the “any moment” coming of the Lord in the rapture. 
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PASSAGE 63: HEBREWS 2:11 
For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he 
is not ashamed to call them brethren,  
 
“both he that sanctifieth” This is Christ, as He is totally and completely sanctified. 
 
“they who are sanctified” 

1. Those who are set apart and who are made holy. 
2. These are believers who are positionally sanctified at salvation. 
 

There is one Who sets these believers apart and makes them holy and that is, of course, God.  
He sanctifies His people.  There is a sense where we sanctify ourselves practically but only God 
can sanctify us positionally.  Only God can save us and only God can really sanctify us. 
 
“he is not ashamed to call them brethren” 

1. Can you imagine that!  Christ is not ashamed to call sinners “brethren!”  And a lot of 
these “brethren” were guilty of murdering Him or would have if they had been alive in 
that day.  Before they were saved, some of these “brethren” were some of the meanest, 
most worthless, low-down pieces of humanity you’d ever want to deal with.  They’d slit 
your throat in a minute and rob you blind.  But then they repented, got saved and 
entered into a new relationship with God.  Now Christ, as their Elder Brother, is not 
ashamed to call them “Brother”.   
2. Doctrinally, this would apply to Israel.  Israel rejected Christ multiple times in the 
Gospel and in Acts.  In the last 2000, the Jews have been hardened against the Gospel.  
Yet in the Tribulation, there will be a softening among the hearts of the Jews, starting 
with the calling of the 144,000, which will be Jews, to evangelize the world.  By the end 
of the tribulation, all surviving Israel will be saved, and they will embrace the Messiah 
that they had neglected and rejected.  Yet Christ will forgive 2000 years of abuse by 
Israel and will embrace the rebellious nation and will not be ashamed to call them His 
brethren in that day. 
3. How many Christians are ashamed to make a similar public proclamation of Christ in 
this manner?  How many times do we deny Christ, fail to speak a word on His behalf or 
in His defense, to witness for Him in public?  We are far too often ashamed of Him Who 
is not ashamed of us.  And we have no reason to be ashamed of Him for He has never 
done anything against us to embarrass us, although we give Him an infinite number of 
reasons for Him to be ashamed of us because of our sins. 
4. See also Hebrews 11:16, “But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: 
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a 
city.” 
5. This world is ashamed of Christ as is the carnal Christian. Christ is ashamed of them 
as well and will judge them in that day. The genuine Christian who is not ashamed of 
Christ on earth, of Him will Christ praise at the bema judgment before all creation.  
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PASSAGE 64: HEBREWS 6:1 
Therefore leaving  the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; 
not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 
 
“let us go on:” Not ignoring them but going on from them once they have been mastered. 
 
“perfection” Not sinless perfection, as no such doctrine is taught in the Bible.  “Perfection” 
always means maturity and completeness.  The idea then is “let us go on to a full spiritual 
maturity and not remain in a state of immaturity”.  The mature Christian has gone beyond the 
elementary “milk” doctrines of Scripture and has mastered the first principles of the doctrine of 
Christ and has gone on to the deeper spiritual truths of Scripture. 
 “We must not be afraid of this word perfection. It is mentioned (in one or another of its 
cognates) 138 times in the Bible; in at least 50 instances, it refers to Christian character under 
the operation of the divine grace of God. This term must be regarded as more specific than the 
word holiness. Holiness is more general and comprehensive, referring to salvation from sin and 
the possession of the moral image of God. The word perfection here means to come to 
maturity in this matter of being a Christian. This understanding does not mean "absolute" 
perfection because only God is absolutely perfect (tetelestai, not teleiotes)! (H. T. Spence, The 
Epistle to the Hebrews, pages 112-113).” 
 
“FURTHER THOUGHTS ON CHRISTIAN PERFECTION 

“It is the nature of the carnal man to question and even deny the hope that such a truth 
as Christian perfection can be known in this life. There are several reasons why this truth is 
questioned. (1) Many have a wrong presupposition concerning this doctrine of Scripture, falsely 
interpreting it to mean sinless perfection. The Bible certainly does not teach a sinless 
perfection, and no Christian believing in biblical perfection will claim such an error. (2) Many are 
afraid to go on with God because they fear deeper accountability unto Him. (3) The false view of 
eternal security has created a deceptive sense of security in many professing Christians; they 
see no need to go on with God. They believe that even with a backslidden life, everything will 
still be all right even if they die in that condition. Unlike this modern heresy, church history has 
spoken of the "perseverance of the saints." Perseverance is a test of whether a person 
truly is born again. True Christians will deeply desire to go on with God. They will long for 
revival, for holiness of heart, and to be as pure in heart and life as a child of God can be in this 
life through the provisions of Christ's great atonement. 

“Sanctification has also been a misunderstood term that has caused many to conclude 
that the victory over the "old man" will not be known until we get to heaven. During the 
Evangelical revivals, men of different theological persuasions all believed that the ruling power 
and dominion of sin could be broken in a Christian's life, that the love for the world and the 
power of the flesh could be put to death through a work of the grace of Christ.' 

Perhaps here we could make several clarifications about Christian perfection. The 
provision of sanctification that brings the believer to Christian perfection is subsequent to the 
new birth; it takes place after the new birth. This distinction is important because sin in the 
human being is twofold: (1) man is born with the pollution of the sin principle within 
as inherited from Adam (called the old man); and ( 2) man from that sin principle personally 
commits acts of sin. Therefore, as "double sinners" we need from the Lord's great redemption a 
"double-cure." The new birth takes care of the acts of sin we commit; sanctification 
incapacitates the principle of sin, the old man that is the fountain of inbred sin. 

“Although there are several points in Andrew Murray's theology we would differ with, 
there are many truths he calls the Christian to that certainly mark him as a deeper-life preacher. 
Murray did come to the recognition of the need of an experience beyond that of regeneration. 
Note his words: 
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I cannot with too much earnestness urge every Christian reader to learn well the two 
stages of the Christian. There are the carnal and there are the spiritual; there are those 
who remain babes, and those who are full-grown men. There are those who come up 
out of Egypt, but then remain in the wilderness of a worldly life; there are those who 
follow the Lord fully, and enter the life of rest and victory (Holiest of All, page 141). (H. T. 
Spence, The Epistle to the Hebrews, pages 115-116).” 

 
Examples of the elementary doctrines that new Christians need to master: 
 1. Repentance from dead works 

a. Repentance that accompanies salvation is a heresy in the neo-fundamentalist 
movement and among the modern so-called Independent Fundamentalist 
Baptists.  They say requiring repentance at salvation is “adding works to grace” 
or is “Lordship Salvation”. They hate repentance because it cuts down on the 
number of converts one can claim and it takes salvation longer since you would 
be looking for fruit to be manifested that would validate that a salvation 
experience has taken place. 
b. This is repentance from “dead works”.  We know that “faith without works is 
dead (James 2:17)” and the Jews had a problem with this sort of formalism, 
relying on religious ritual and ethnicity for their salvation. But many modern 
Christians have the same issue in relying on their works to sanctify them.  
Modern Independent Fundamental Baptists/neo-Fundamentalists have this issue.  
They minimize the spiritual relationship with God and focus on the outward: 
soulwinning, church busses and attendance numbers.  This is the mark of a 
spiritually immature Christian.  The mature Christian who is going on to 
perfection has moved beyond the idea of trying to earn God’s favor through 
works and has learned to accept the rest from his own works and mentioned in 
Hebrews 4:10. 
c. This would also include those who base their salvation on things like water 
baptism, speaking in tongues, church membership, etc. 

 2. Faith toward God 
 3. Doctrine of baptisms (6:2) 

a. How many people continual harp on the doctrine of baptism!  There are groups 
who think the gospel is Acts 2:38 and every sermon they preach ends on that 
text.   
b. I wonder of the Baptists make too much emphasis on the mode of baptism 
sometimes. 
c. Pentecostals often over-emphasize the doctrine of the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost and tongues. 
d. All of the above can be signs of spiritual immaturity. 

 4. Laying on of hands (6:2) 
 5. The resurrection (6:2) 
 6. Judgment (6:2) 

7. There will be a thirst for real Bible teaching and preaching. One of the signs of 
apostasy in America has been the fact that the thousands of professing Christians half-
baked have no desire to sit under a clear, hard, plain, straight presentation of the truth.  
Salvation produces a love of the truth and a thirst for truth that cannot be satisfied with 
humanistic relativists, rap sessions, pragmatic psychology, and motivational counsellors. 
People like Joel Osteen or the “California expositors” will not do. 
8. There will be a desire to fellowship with other Christians and church services. 
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“not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works”  Why do we keep 
repenting over the same sins? We sin, repent, then sin the same again. This is a sign of 
immaturity.  If this is our condition, we have never gained deliverance over these sins.  
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PASSAGE 65: HEBREWS 10:10 
By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all. 
 
The burnt offering sacrifice of Christ on the cross as the Lamb of God (John 1:29) sanctifies the 
believer. 
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PASSAGE 66: HEBREWS 10:14 
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
 
ONE OFFERING!  No other offerings are needed because His one offering was perfect! 
 
“If you live under the Old Testament, you live under a Catholic Charismatic set up. You never 
know where you’re “at.” The old Catholic goes back every Sunday morning to the Baalite mass 
and thinks, “I hope. I hope. I hope.” 
   “Say, Bing(o) Crosby, are you saved?” 
   “Oh, yes, I’m saved.” 
   “How long have you been saved?” 
   “Oh, I was raised Catholic.” 
   “Well, when did you receive the Lord Jesus Christ?” 
   “Oh, I receive Jesus Christ every Sunday morning at 11 o’clock. “ 
   “What happens to Him during the week?” 
   “Eh? What’s that?” 
   “What happens to Him during the week that you have to go back next Sunday and get 
Him again?” 
   “I WAS BORN CATHOLIC AND RAISED CATHOLIC AND WILL BE A CATHOLIC 
UNTIL I DIE!” 
   That is exactly what Adolph Hitler said (Toland, Adolph Hitler). 
   If you were “once purged,” you wouldn’t be going back next Sunday to get purged again 
(Peter Ruckman, The Bible Believer’s Commentary on Hebrews, page 198).” 

 
Satan wants you to try to do something to get saved and to stay saved.  Christ already did both 
(John 19:30) so why try to re-invent the wheel? I can do absolutely nothing to add to His work or 
to improve upon His work. Salvation is not a loan, where Christ made the down-payment and 
you have to keep up the payments.  That is because Christ made all of the payments.  After you 
pay off your mortgage, why would you keep sending in payments every month? 
 
“he hath perfected for ever” “The word used here for ‘perfected’ is teteleioken (the perfect 
active indicative of teleioo), meaning that He has absolutely perfected and continues to keep 
perfect what He has done…We must ever remember that the work of sanctification in the heart 
of the believer is maintained by Christ Himself and trhe perfection of His offering (H. T. Spence, 
The Epistle to the Hebrews, page 199).” 
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PASSAGE 67: HEBREWS 12:10 
For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, 
that we might be partakers of his holiness. 
 
The goal of chastisement is our holiness, for holiness is impossible without it. 
 
“after their own pleasure” There was much of their own human temper mixed with their 
chastisements, they let off their wrath upon us sometimes by the medium of chastisement, but 
God never chastens his children merely out of anger.  God does not chasten as man chastens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



91 
 

PASSAGE 68: HEBREWS 12:14 
Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: 
 
This is one of those difficult verses in Hebrews.  It must be interpreted and applied in the 
Jewish/tribulation context that Hebrews is set in theologically. Anybody can “see the Lord” 
without holiness (Ecclesiastes 12:14; Acts 17:31). Every eye shall see Him at the Second 
Coming as well in Revelation 1:7. Matthew 5:8 poses the same problem: “Blessed are the pure 
in heart: for they shall see God.” The unsaved from Adam to Satan will behold Him on a white 
throne (Revelation 20) at the last judgment. 
 
“Follow peace with all men” is a desire that we can get along with all men, even the unsaved, 
to some degree.  We are not looking for a fight and we are not to be contentious.  Be kind, 
courteous and respectful to all whom you meet and have dealings with. But this is tempered 
with holiness.  We want to be friendly with all men but that does not mean we follow a sinner 
into a bar and have a drink with him, or engage in an act of sin or go to a sinful location just so 
we can be “buddy buddy” with a lost man.  We are to certainly follow this peace with holiness 
with the brethren.  Many Christians are friendlier with sinners than they are with saints, but it 
should be just the opposite.  Peace and fellowship, based on holiness with the brethren, should 
be the primary aim of every Christian.  How can we expect to “get along” with the world in our 
witness if we can’t get along with the brethren at the church house?  If we are biting and tearing 
and suing each other in court, it shows that Christians are unable to get along with each other 
and that makes for a terrible show for sinners who are watching us.  Every sinner in town knows 
about the church split!  I have heard of deacons having fistfights in the parking lot of the church, 
church members who try to starve out the preacher, and so on.  The nastiest letters I have ever 
received came from two fundamental, independent Baptist evangelists!  Sometimes, sinners 
have treated me better and with more respect than have the saints. 
 
“without which no man shall see the Lord” If everyone and anyone can and will see the Lord 
with the physical eye (at the Second Coming in Revelation 1:7 for example), why are those who 
are “holy” promised that they alone will see the Lord?  The “pure in heart” shall “see God” in 
Matthew 5:8. Moses saw the back parts of God in Exodus 33:23. There must be different ways 
to “see God”.  One way would be physical, the other way would be spiritual.  Holiness is the 
discerning feature here. We often say that we “see” something in the sense that “I understand it 
and comprehend it”.  A student may be studying Calculus and struggle with it.  But through 
continual and diligent study, he will one day say, “I see it now!”  That means he understands it. 
But without holiness, there will be no communion or fellowship with God, either on earth or in 
heaven. 
 
Some people think they will “see God” on the basis of anything else besides holiness.   

1. Some rely on their works.  They have done many mighty works that are impressive to 
the eye but were not build on a foundation of the glory of God.  At the judgment, they will 
be rejected by God Who will say He never knew them in Matthew 7:23. 
2. Some will rely on morality, that they were good, religious and moral.  They paid their 
bills, they raised fine children, they were upstanding in the community and were active in 
their church.  They build on a foundation of religion and morality but that will fail them as 
well in the day of judgment. 
3. Others take a universalist approach, thinking all will be saved in the end and that none 
will go to hell.  To them, the Christian, Jew, Moslem and Hindu all worship the same god 
and all go to the same place at death.  But followers of a false god will never see the true 
God in His glory and beauty. This is the same attitude as the optimist who says “All is 
well, there is no hell. God is the Father of us all so we will all see Him at the end”. 
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4. The atheist just throws the whole concept out the window.  Since there is no God, no 
one will see Him and no one will be judged by Him. 
5. It is important to equate holiness with God and heaven. One must be holy if he is to 
see God and that is only possible through the imputed righteousness of Christ.  But 
there are many (like Moslems and hedonists) who hold to a very carnal and fleshly view 
of heaven.  To them, heaven is nothing but an eternal orgy, to revel and indulge in the 
flesh forever.  There is no holiness required you enter Allah’s heaven, just submission 
and obedience (and killing as many infidels as you can through jihad doesn’t hurt either). 
Those who hold unholy views of God and heaven (the hedonist can also be included 
here) will never see God properly.  
6. Certainly education and scholarship can make one worthy to see God!  But there are 
no verses to support such a view.  Degrees and IQ are no substitute for holiness.  In 
fact, most men become less holy with every additional academic degree that they earn. 

 
“"Can two walk together except they be agreed?" If thou goest with Belial, dost thou think that 
Christ will go. with thee? Will Christ be a pot companion for thee? Dost thou expect to take the 
Lord of love and mercy with thee to the haunts of sin? Professor, dost thou think the just and 
holy One will stand at thy counter to be co-trader with thee in thy tricks? What thinkest thou, O 
man! wouldst thou make Christ a sharer of thy guilt? and yet he would be so if he had fellowship 
with thee in it. Nay, if thou wilt go on in acts of unrighteousness and unholiness, Christ parts 
company with thee, or, rather, thou never didst have any fellowship with him. Thou hast gone 
out from us because thou wert not of us; for, if thou hadst been of us, doubtless thou wouldst 
have continued with us. And as to heaven, dost thou think to go there with thine unholiness? 
God smote an angel down from heaven for sin, and will he let man in with sin in his right hand? 
God would sooner extinguish heaven than see sin despoil it. It is enough for him to bear with 
thine hypocrisies on earth; shall he have them flung in his own face in heaven? What, shall an 
unholy life utter its licentiousness in the golden streets? Shall there be sin in that higher and 
better paradise? No, no; God has sworn by his holiness--and he will not, he cannot lie, --that 
those who are not holy, whom his Spirit has not renewed, who have not been, by the 
regenerating power of the Holy Spirit, made to love that which is good, and hate that which is 
evil, shall never stand in the congregation of the righteous. Sinner, it is a settled matter with God 
that no man shall see him without holiness (Charles Spurgeon, “Holiness Demanded”, 
Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, sermon 2902).” 
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PASSAGE 69: HEBREWS 13:12-14 
Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered 
without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his 
reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. 
 
13:12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, 
suffered without the gate. 
 
This is the climax of the book of Hebrews, where Christ shed His own blood on the cross to 
have it applied on the heavenly mercy seat to sanctify and save those who believe in Him. 
 
Jesus suffered and was crucified outside the city walls of the Holy City.  He was not given the 
honor of being stoned according to the law, and He was not given the honor of being put to 
death in Jerusalem 
 
Jesus suffered and was executed without the camp because He was despised and rejected 
(Isaiah 53:3).  The mainline Judaism of the day did not want Him.  The modern institutional 
church also hates the pilgrim and wants nothing to do with him and will afford him no honors. 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 
13:13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. 
 
“Let us go forth” an exhortation, not a command. You have to want to go to where Jesus is.  
He is not going to drag you out of the camp. The Lord had to literally drag Lot out of Sodom but 
He will not do that with the modern believer.  If you want to stay in the City of Destruction, you 
may, at your own spiritual peril. 
 
Christ is outside the camp.  He is not in the mainline institutional churches and denominations.  
He is not within the confines of acceptable religion.  He is outside those areas, in storefront 
churches, small works pastored by faithful men, and in congregations overlooked and bypassed 
by the ecclesiastical powers-that-be.  The best preachers in our generation are men you never 
heard of.  They are not preaching in Sword Conferences nor are they invited to speak at 
Spiritual Leadership Conferences or Shepherds Conferences or any nationwide gathering.  
They are faithfully toiling away in small, out-of-the-way churches, faithfully ministering to their 
small congregations and are the ones who keep the Biblical ways from perishing in their 
generation. 
 
Leave whatever and whoever you have to leave to get to Christ, for He is worth any sacrifice 
you have to make and any earthly tie of friendship you may have to sever. 
 
“Going forth to Christ without the camp” is the big problem with modern American Christians, 
and we have commented on this at length under Hebrews 11:8. Christians want to establish a 
name for themselves in their local communities as social and financial big shots. The biggest 
trouble with Pensacola is the saved people in it. You see, the saved people in Pensacola want 
to get along with the saved and the unsaved people in Pensacola. They don’t want any 
enemies; not even one. Now, I’m not telling you to make enemies every time you turn around so 
that you get fired every other month and can’t hold down a job. But this thing is a matter of trying 
to go along with the world to please the world system. I’m not talking about taking orders from 
your employer on the job; you owe the work to him, and when you are on the job, you ought to 
obey cheerfully as a Christian should. But there doesn’t have to be any of this “buddy buddy” 
stuff. You look out across Pensacola, and you will find saved people putting their arms around 
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unsaved people at the water fountain while laughing at a dirty joke together; taking a cup of 
coffee together, while joking about the preachers in town; and standing around the water cooler 
shooting the bull about the latest Clint Eastwood picture or “Wasn’t Dolly Parton good in ‘The 
Best Little Whorehouse in Texas’?”! Then the Christian turns to the lost man and says, “Why 
don’t you come out to my church next Sunday? We have a fine little preacher....” That’s what 
does the damage! 
   Every Christian should be out of step with the age in which he lives. If the slack between 
you and the Bible-believing “point man” is five to ten years, you are following “afar off” for 
worldly reasons. Do you know why all of these big works have their hands tied and cannot really 
accomplish anything SPIRITUALLY in the towns where they are? It is because they are tied up 
FINANCIALLY with every hybrid animal in the zoo; they have to “stay in good” with rich people 
to get their money. That is all there is to it—period. The fact that SOME of these rich people are 
“professing Christians” is beside the point. The point is that the King James Bible issue is an 
OFFENSE to these people, so it must be shoved under the rug. Take the Greek Receptus 
instead, and then call yourself a “BIBLE BELIEVER.” You mean “coward,” don’t you? What you 
mean is, “I’m in the CAMP!” (Peter Ruckman, Bible Believer’s Commentary on Hebrews, pages 
357-358).” 
 
We bear “his” reproach, not “our” reproach.  Let’s not create our own reproach by acting like 
jerks and fools, for if we suffer for our sins, what reward do we have (1 Peter 3:14,17)? 
 
Going without the camp involves the practice of Biblical separation, where we separate from 
disobedient brethren and have no fellowship them but rather rebuke them.  The institutional 
church is in deep apostasy.  We are never encouraged to stay within the camp and try to rescue 
them as a puritan.  We are told to turn our back on it, rebuke it and leave it as a pilgrim.  Once 
done, you may walk the lonely path of a pilgrim, with little encouragement and few companions, 
but the Lord approves, and He will guide you to that Heavenly City that is the goal of every 
Christian.  One cannot fellowship or commune with Christ while one stays within the camp of the 
institutional church, for Christ is not there.  One must go outside the city walls of the institutional 
church to where Christ if one desires fellowship with Him.  To go “within the veil”, one must go 
“outside the camp”.  

You can’t have communion of Christ if you are not in the same place He is, spiritually. 
You cannot have communion with Christ at the Mass.  You can’t have communion at a Christian 
rock concert or a Southern Gospel “all night sing”.  You cannot have communion with Christ if 
you are still part of an apostate church or theological system.  You go where He is to be with His 
flock if you want communion with the Good Shepherd (Song 1:7). 
 The true child of God will find himself more comfortable outside the camp than inside of 
it.  He will be more comfortable worshipping with a dozen saints in a storefront than with 5,000 
professors who are within the camp. 
 
Notice this admonition is in chapter 13, verse 13.  Thirteen is the Biblical number of rebellion.  
Someone is in rebellion here.  Is it the institutional church that is in theological and practical 
rebellion against God?  Or is it the pilgrim who is rebellion against the mainline Christianity of 
his generation? 
 
“bearing his reproach” To follow Christ and to go where He is will bring reproach, not honor.  
Are we willing to bear it? 
 1. Psalm 22:6  But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the  

people. 
 2. Psalm 31:11  I was a reproach among all mine enemies, but especially among my  

neighbours, and a fear to mine acquaintance: they that did see me without fled from me. 
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 3. Psalm 69:7  Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; shame hath covered my  
face. 

 4. Psalm 102:8  Mine enemies reproach me all the day; and they that are mad against  
me are sworn against me.  
5. Psalm 109:25  I became also a reproach unto them: when they looked upon me they  
shaked their heads. 
6. It also involves identifying with His sufferings, as in Philippians 3:10. 
7. Jesus was reproached on earth, not honored.  Why should seek a better office than 
He had? 

************************************************************************************************************* 
 
13:14 For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. 
 
This is because we are spiritual pilgrims who refuse to settle here on earth.  Our citizenship is 
heavenly as is our walk and our hope.  Pilgrims are on the move and have no certain dwelling 
place, and thus, no continuing city to dwell in. We put no faith in any ecclesiastical center here 
on earth and look to no earthly denomination or fellowship to be the standard of truth.  The 
spiritual goal of our pilgrimage is a heavenly city that we do not see and that is not here yet but 
that is coming.  We left the “camp” in the hope and faith that there is a better country and city to 
be had elsewhere. 
 Cities are places where men go to make their fortune, gain an education, seek power 
and influence or to avail themselves of cultural opportunities.  But none of these things interest 
the pilgrim.  He only desires God and the things of God.  He counts all other things as dung so 
that he may win Christ rather than the world (Philippians 3:8). The world’s attentions and 
affections are centered on cities, but the affections of the saint are focused elsewhere. 

We do not look to Rome, Mecca, Salt Lake City, Greenville, Hammond, Murfreesboro, 
Pensacola or any other city for our spiritual guidance. We look to the New Jerusalem and the 
heavenly Mount Zion. Our spiritual polestar is not a carnal or physical location on this earth that 
will one day be consumed by fire.  Rather, it is a spiritual and heavenly location.  It is no less 
real and tangible than any earthly city, but the difference is in its location and nature. Abraham 
looked for such a city (Hebrews 11:10) and we must as well if we are true children of Abraham. 
 Dispensationally, the literal descendants of Abraham (Israel) do have an earthly city they 
will look to in the Millennium (as described in Ezekiel 40-48) but the Church has a heavenly New 
Jerusalem, described in Revelation 21 and 22. 
 
If we are to go outside the camp, that means we must needs leave the world and the world 
system.  Therefore, we cannot have a city-home here.  If we did, it would demonstrate that we 
are still in the world and have not gone outside the camp.  If I am looking toward Salt Lake City 
as my spiritual dwelling place, it shows I am still thinking and living carnally in looking to a literal, 
physical city that is grossly corrupt, no better than Sodom spiritually and that will burn one day.  
If I am to set my affections on things that are above, why am I looking horizontally?  

Have you noticed earthly cities? They may gleam outwardly and inspire some degree of 
awe but scratch the surface and you will see all manner of sin, corruption and depravity.  A 
mere handful of blocks removed from the U. S. Capitol in Washington lies slums.  Parts of 
Philadelphia resemble a war zone.  Baltimore and Chicago are shooting galleries. New York 
City is infested will every conceivable sin.  Jerusalem is referred to as “Sodom” (Revelation 
11:8). 
 
If a professing believer has a continuing spiritual city here on earth, it usually indicates he is 
following a theological system, or a man more than he follows Christ and His Word.  If a man 
looks to Rome, he is setting the pope and his apostate Romanist system as his god.  If a man 
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prays thrice daily toward Hammond, Indiana, it shows that the late Jack Hyles is his prophet and 
what he preached and taught makes up his confession of faith.  But since no theological system 
is inspired or perfect, that means to human teacher or preacher can claim divine inspiration or 
infallibility either.  That is why I must always lift my gaze upward, to Him Who is Perfect and to 
the city He inhabits and sanctifies by His presence.   
 
“we have no continuing city” “The literal descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob DO (see 
Heb. 11:10 and comments), and though that city be in temporary bondage (Gal. 4:25) and will 
still bear the shame of “Sodom” (Rev. 11:8), it will be “THE LORD IS THERE” in the Millennium 
(Ezek. 48:35). The nations will make pilgrimages to it (Isa. 2), for out of it shall go forth “THE 
LAW OF THE LORD” (Isa. 2:3). It is the Christian who has no “continuing city” here. Our 
“continuing city” is up THERE (Gal. 4:26–27). We have an unchangeable city there because it is 
an unchangeable Saviour who built it (John 14:1,2). Since He is “THE SAME YESTERDAY, 
AND TO DAY, AND FOR EVER,” we don’t have to worry about something He builds. Everything 
here is characterized by change and decay. Our city is “incorruptible...and that fadeth not away” 
(1 Pet. 1:3–5) (Peter Ruckman, Bible Believer’s Commentary on Hebrews, page 357).” 
 
“but we seek one to come” The city we seek is not here yet, either Millennial Jerusalem or 
New Jerusalem. We can’t see it but we desire it.  We are told of these cities and both are 
described to us in holy Scripture.  Thus, we walk by faith in a city described but not yet brought 
into existence, rather than walking by faith in considering earthly cities. 
 
Hebrews 11:16 says that this city is “prepared” as also related by the Lord in John 14:3. Jesus 
said He would go to prepare a place for us and that has taken over 2,000 years.  The 
description of the New Jerusalem reveals much divine care and planning in His preparation of 
an eternal home for the saints. 
 
Do not build your nest on any one of the trees of earth, for they are all marked for the axe, and 
they will all have to come down, and your nest too, if you have built upon them. (Charles 
Spurgeon) 
 
“What is the master sin of the Laodicean Church Age?  It is lukewarmness! There is no fervency 
for God. Any true fervency for God disturbs the darnel sleep of the institutional church. It affects 
relationships among friends and even married couples. If we were ti lay aside the stigma of the 
truths of sanctification and biblical separation in our ministry, we would flourish numerically. In 
this world the alone Christian (without the camp) must ever keep in mind that “here have we no 
continuing city, but we seek one to come.” Allowing ourselves to be put to death on that altar 
with Him is a part of our sanctification. We must identify with Him by going outside the camp; we 
must lay ourselves on that altar and take His reproach. Then we must live with it, no matter how 
many words of hatred are hurled against our Christian walk (H. T. Spence, The Epistle to the 
Hebrews, page 298).” 
 
 
 
1 PETER 1:15,16 
But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it 
is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
 
1 PETER 2:9 
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
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light. 
 
1 PETER 3:15 
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: Having a good 
conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that 
falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. 
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PASSAGE 73: 1 JOHN 1:7 
But if we walk in the light,a as heb is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.c-d-e-f-g 
 
7a This man is in the light, unlike the man in 1:6. This man is living by the law, fulfilling the law 
and truly loves God. His profession is thus accurate and true. Notice the condition for fellowship 
with Christ and the Father- we must walk in the light. We must renounce the darkness of sin, 
carnality and evil and embrace the truth, with all that it entails. This is the only way we can have 
fellowship with the Father, and ultimately, with each other, since our fellowship with each other 
is based upon our fellowship with the Father. 
 
7b “as he is in the light” is emphatic in the Greek text, showing that God and God alone is Light 
and that He alone is in the Light. 
 
7c Walking in the light gives us two benefits: 

1. Fellowship with the Father.  This is one of the great benefits of Christianity- fellowship 
with God Almighty!  No other “world religion” even begins to deal with this other than 
Biblical Christianity.  And we have fellowship with the brethren because we have a 
mutual fellowship with our mutual God around a mutual faith.  It matters not how strong 
we are spiritually.  If we live right, we have fellowship with God.  This puts the apostate 
and the backslider, who are not walking in the light, into a very bad situation regarding 
their fellowship with God. 
2. Forgiveness of sins.  The other great benefit of Christianity, to have our sin problem 
dealt with once and for all by God Himself. 

 
7d The Johannine redemptive language contains many words to describe what has been done 
to sin, including (Greek words in the parentheses): 
 1. forgive (aphienai): John 20:23; 1 John 1:9; 2:12. 
 2. take away (airein): John 1:29; 1 John 3:5. 
 3. destroy (lyein): 1 John 3:8. 
 4. atonement, expiation (hilasmos): 1 John 2:2; 4:10. 
 5. cleanse (katharizein): 1 John 1:7,9. 
 6. clean (katharos): John 13:10,11 
 
7e The remedy for sin- the blood of Christ. This is the only remedy, as nothing else can deal 
with the sin problem.  Religion and rite cannot forgive sin, only the blood of Christ can deal with 
it. This is salvation, where sin is forgiven.  

How is sin forgiven? Only by the literal application of the literal blood of Christ upon the 
literal mercy seat in heaven. There is no other way.  There is no alternative, especially when it 
comes to religious rite and ritual.  All of the inventions of man are worthless when it comes to 
dealing with the sin problem and cleansing from sin.  Men may also try to have some religious 
experience they had be the means of cleansing.  Someone may have been cured of cancer or 
spoke in tongues or saw an angel at the foot of their bed (probably after eating a pound of onion 
rings) and appeal to that as some ground of cleansing.  But John knows nothing of it and will 
have none of it.  It is blood and blood alone. 
  We must reject all theological attempts to spiritualize the blood of Christ away.  To do so 
is spiritual suicide, for “spiritualized blood” cannot wash away literal sin.  To deny the saving 
power or necessity of the literal blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sin is to deny the only God-
ordained way to obtain forgiveness of sin and salvation. Any other way or plan of salvation that 
is not based upon the literal blood of Christ will lead those unfortunate enough to place their 
faith in it to hell. Notice the "all sin". Christ is not half-savior. He cleanses all sin, past, present 
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and future. This is one reason why we believe in eternal security. If there was a sin that could 
cause a Christian to lose his salvation, could we then say that the blood of Christ cleanses from 
all sin? What about that sin that supposedly would cause you lose your salvation? The verse 
would have to read "the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from most sin" or "the blood 
of Christ cleanseth us from some sin." Of course it doesn't read like that. We must hold to the 
universal cleansing of sin through the blood of Christ. 
 
7f “all sin.”  Thank God for that!  The blood of Christ misses no sin but is comprehensive and 
totally effective in its cleansing application.  Christ is no partial Savior Who only takes care of 
part of the problem, or for a limited period of time.  What Christ does He does well, properly, 
correctly, thoroughly and eternally. 
 And what a cost!  Not silver nor gold but the very blood of the Son of God!  The worth of 
one soul is infinite!  To pay for the sins of all mankind staggers limited human imagination to 
grasp the cost.  This is why we should never despise what Christ did for us and never despise 
our salvation, for no other reason than for the cost involved.  This is why we should never take 
sin lightly.  When we contemplate sin, let us always remember the awful cost that was required 
to pay for and forgive this sin we are thinking about committing! 
“all…”  Naturally, “all” means “all”, and it means “all” even if you “run to the Greek.”.  Thankfully, 
Calvinistic rules of English and Greek grammar do not apply here.  Whenever they see a verse 
like 1 Timothy 2:4, where God desires ALL men to be saved, they translate “all” into “all kinds”, 
not “all” in a numerical sense.  This is done to preserve their precious doctrine of unconditional 
election, limited atonement and reprobation.  Imagine if we interpreted a verse like this with that 
sort of presupposition.  We would have to translate this verse as “the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanses us from all kinds of sin”, leaving open the possibility that there could be some sins that 
the blood of Christ does not cleanse since the sense of the word is not comprehensive. 
 
7g  We notice the present tense of “cleanseth”.  We are cleansed from sin right now, 
immediately, It is a present-tense possession whose benefits are to be enjoyed immediately.  
Thankfully, we do not have to wait until we die to determine whether we are saved or not or 
whether our sins have been cleansed.  We can know right at this very instant!  Nor is it an act 
that is done by degrees or by progression.  God cleanses us immediately, at once, once and for 
all, in an instant, and then is finished with it. 
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PASSAGE 74: 1 JOHN 1:9 
If we confessa-b our sins,c he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,d and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.e  
 
9a The classic verse.  We must confess that we still sin, even after salvation. This must be 
confessed. These sins are confessed to God, since all sin is ultimately against Him. We confess 
to God and then we confess to the offended party, but we go to God first. The only way to peace 
with God is not to deny our sins and to pretend they do not exist but rather to confess them and 
allow God to deal with them and then bring us back into fellowship. A false teacher or a mere 
professor would never admit his sins or that he sins or makes mistakes. A true Christian is 
forever lamenting his corruptions. A man who never admits he’s wrong, never admits he sins, 
never takes the blame, never admits an error, is no Christian. He is a false teacher and an 
apostate. 
 The Tyndale, Coverdale, Geneva and Bishops Bibles use “acknowledge”.  One could 
technically “acknowledge” one’s sins (like Pharaoh and Judas) with a genuine, Biblical 
confession of them.  This is why the “confess” of the Authorized Version and ESV is better.  
Confessing our sins involves acknowledging them but then agreeing with God about the fact 
and the seriousness of our sins, and then admitting our wrongdoing. 
 We confess our sins to God, not some Roman Catholic priest with a backward collar and 
backward theology. 
 
9b “confess” has the idea of agreeing with God or saying the same thing about our sins that 
God says.  Instead of arguing whether we have sinned or if a certain thing we said or did was a 
sin, we go to the Word of God, examine it, and if it condemns that act as a sin, we are to agree 
with it, call it a sin, and then ask forgiveness for it.  This confession of sin is not the basis of our 
salvation but rather our maintaining fellowship with God. 
 
9c Yes, we as Christians still have sins we need to confess.  No Christian is sinlessly perfect as 
no such doctrine is taught in the Scripture.  Even the most mature and advanced Christian sins 
and when he does, there is a provision made for it.  John at no time assumes that there is a 
class of Christians that this promise would not apply to. 

And we must confess our own, personal sins.  We are pretty good at confessing the sins 
of others yet often we remain blind to our own.  The sins we tend to condemn in others are 
usually sins that we also are guilty of. 

Every believer should confess his sins regularly. True confession involves a complete 
acknowledgement of our sins with an admission of guilt with no excuses offered. 
 
9d God is very willing and eager to forgive our sins, if we will confess them.  No limit is placed 
on this forgiveness. Any sin we commit can be forgiven, regardless of its severity. God will 
forgive it but we may still have to pay for it. For example, if I sin in cutting off my arm, the Lord 
will forgive me for it if I confess it but I won't get my arm back. If I kill someone, the Lord will 
forgive me but I must still go to the electric chair. If I commit adultery, the Lord will forgive it but I 
am out of the ministry and I may lose my family and I must live with the stigma for the rest of my 
life. 

When a Christian sins (notice I said "when", not "if"), then he is to acknowledge the fact 
of that sin, confess it to the Lord. He then promises to forgive that sin. Nothing is said about 
asking for forgiveness. God promises to forgive if we confess. We need not ask for this 
forgiveness as it is extended to us already. Our sins are already forgiven through the blood of 
Christ on the cross, so we do not need to plow over that ground again. But confession is 
necessary for restoration of full fellowship. Now if we are saved, these sins will not send us to 
hell, for our sin debt has been paid for in full by Christ on Calvary. What these post-salvation 
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sins do is to break our fellowship with the Father. Our fellowship will suffer if we do not 
acknowledge or confess our sins. That damaged fellowship can only be repaired and restored 
when the offending unconfessed sins are confessed and then forgiven by the Lord. 
 
9e Just like the “all sin” observation in 1:7. God misses nothing when He sets out to cleanse a 
sinner.  Christ is no half-Savior, for what He does, He does right the first time, and He does it 
well, in its entirety, missing no spot or stain. 
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PASSAGE 75: JUDE 20,21 
20a-b  But  ye,c beloved, building upd yourselves on your most holy faith,e praying in the 
Holy Ghost,f 
 
20a  After some very rough material, Jude ends his epistle on a much more positive tone! 
 
20b  We have a 4 commands in verses 20 and 21: 

1. Build yourself up on you most holy faith 
2. Pray in the Holy Ghost 
3. Keep yourself in the love of God 
4. Look for the mercy of the Lord 

These 4 commands can be viewed as deterrents to sliding into the apostasy that Jude has been 
exposing and condemning. 

 
20c "ye" is emphatic. 
 
20d  The pre-Authorized Version translations all use “edify”. 
 
20e Our continual work as Christians is to work on ourselves and to improve ourselves, to 
develop our own personal Biblical culture and to build ourselves up in the most holy faith as we 
seek to become more and more Christ-like (Romans 8:29,30).  This is how we defend ourselves 
and build up our armor in the face of the enemy, by building up our faith through prayer, Bible 
reading, meditation and developing our Christian walk and relation with God. 
 
20f Is there any other way to truly pray than in the help and power of the Holy Spirit? He 
teaches us to pray and assists us in our player life, aiding us in our helplessness in prayer 
(Romans 8:26,27). "When a believer prays, he is not alone- there are three with him: the Father 
seeing in secret, His ear open; the Son blotting out sin, and offering up the prayer; the Holy 
Ghost quickening and giving desires. There can be no true prayer without these three (Robert 
Murray McCheyne, Memoirs and Remains, page 509)." 
 
21  Keep yourselves in the love of God,a looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christb 
unto eternal life. 
 
21a We must keep ourselves in the love of God. To a degree, we are responsible for our own 
spiritual well-being and relationship to God. We then are to make all diligence to make sure our 
love and relationship to God is in a strong and acceptable state. There are some things we are 
responsible for in our salvation, and there are other things which only the Lord can do for us, 
such as keep us from falling (Jude 24). 
 There is also a tribulation application to this, since Jude has made reference to the “last 
time” and the time around the tribulation already.  As we have already noted, the tribulation saint 
must keep himself in the love of God through that seven-year dispensation.  There is no eternal 
security in the tribulation period, as the conditions of salvation are different.  This is no longer 
the church age, so church age requirements of salvation no longer apply.  We are in an Old 
Testament/Acts 2-7 time period now.  The tribulation saint must accept all the divine revelation 
given to him and refuse to follow the Antichrist or to take his mark.  The only way he will do this 
is to keep himself in the love of God, which means obeying Him by keeping His 
commandments.  If he fails to “endure to the end” (Matthew 24:13), he will fall out to the 
Antichrist and lose his salvation.  Thus anyone today who teaches that salvation can be lost or 
that you have to keep the commandments to be saved are right but are applying this truth to the 
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wrong dispensation.  They are teaching tribulation salvation truth in the church age.  Today it is 
false doctrine.  Soon, it will be truth. 
 We make the tribulation application of keeping ourselves in the love of God because this 
doesn’t match up with what Paul said in Romans 8:37-39.  Paul said nothing could separate us 
from the love of God.  But Jude says we need to keep ourselves in the love of God.  If nothing 
(not even ourselves) can separate us from His love in this age, what is the danger?  In the 
tribulation, one can separate himself from the love of God by apostasy.  In that case, he loses 
his salvation because he did not keep himself in the love of God since he fell away from God 
and is no longer keeping the commandments as an evidence and demonstration of his love.  
That is not church age doctrine but it is tribulation doctrine.  Rightly dividing the Word of God 
helps keeps these things straight and in the proper compartments. 
 
21b "looking for the mercy " This would be associated with the second coming. We look for and 
anticipate both the mercy of' our Lord toward us as well as the promise of eternal life in Christ 
for those who have put their belief into Him. 
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PASSAGE 76: REVELATION 1:5,6 
1:5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead,a 
and the princeb of the kings of the earth.b Unto him that loved us,c and washedd us from 
our sins in his own blood,e  
 
5a Through the resurrection. Christ is also called: 

1. The firstBORN among many brethren (Romans 8:29). 
2. The firstBORN from the dead (Colossians 1:18). 
3. The first BEGOTTEN of the dead (Revelation 1:5). 

 4. The firstFRUITS of them that slept (1 Corinthians 15:20). 
 
5b  The Tyndale and Bishops Bible have “Lorde”.  The ESV uses “ruler”, which is weaker.  You 
can be a “ruler” without being a “prince”. 
 
5b Christ is the King: 
 1. of the Jews  Matthew 2:2 
 2. of Israel  John 1:49 
 3. of glory  Psalm 24:7 
 4. of saints  Revelation 15:3 
 5. of Kings  Revelation 19:16 
 
Christ is also (in 1:5):  
 1. The faithful witness 
 2. The first begotten of the dead 
 3. The prince of the kings of the earth 
 
Three things Christ has done: 

1. Loved us. 
2. Washed us from our sins in his own blood. 
3. Made us kings and priests unto God. 

 
5c "loved us" not "loved the elect only and hated the non-elect reprobates".  This is yet another 
verse that overthrows the Calvinist theory of limited atonement. 
 
5d  The ESV has “freed us from our sins” instead of “washed us from our sin”.  This is a major 
theological error and is a backhanded attack on the blood of Christ (see next note). 
 
5e  The importance of the literal blood of Christ is given here, as being absolutely required for 
our salvation, as our sins were washed away in His own blood.  Nothing else washes away sins 
except to the literal shed blood of Christ. 
 
1:6 And hath made us kingsa and priestsb unto God and his Father;c to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.d 
 
6a 2 Timothy 2:12- if we suffer with Him, we shall rule with Him. This is millennial, as Christians 
are certainly not reigning now and certainly will not in the Tribulation, since there will be no 
Christians on earth during that dispensation. 
 The ESV makes a complete mess of the verse by using “and made us a kingdom” 
instead of “and hath made us kings”.  How is that an improvement over the traditional reading? 
 
6b  Christians are a royal priesthood- 1 Peter 2:5,9.  We are priests now.  We will be kings in the 
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millennium. 
 
6c  The ESV misplaces the personal pronoun “his” from before “Father” as in the King James to 
before “God”.  This gives the impression that Jesus, Who is God Himself, also has a God in the 
same way we do- Someone Who is high over us.  The Authorized Version places Christ on 
equal footing with God and places the relationship of Christ to God as a Father-Son relationship 
exclusively. 
 
6d  “Let it be so!” 
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PASSAGE 77: REVELATION 3:20 
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:a-b if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  
 
20a  Jesus had to knock for entrance into a church that was supposedly His. He was on the 
outside and no one cared or even knew (due to their lukewarmness). Although He wasn't really 
welcomed, Jesus still sought fellowship with this church. The reason why the Lord was not 
welcomed into this church was because He would "disturb their order of worship" if He attended 
or if the Holy Spirit really got into one of their services and started a revival. If a visit from the 
Lord or a revival was not in the program for that Sunday, then it would simply have to wait! 
 This does not necessarily mean that Laodicea was the first church to have its own 
building.  They still could have been meeting in homes, as churches did this day.  Even a private 
house has a door!  But if this refer to the Laodiceans being the first church mentioned to have a 
building, it shows the root of their problem- materialism. 
 Philadelphia had an open door but Laodicea had a closed door.  They closed it in 
Christ’s face and would not open it, so the Lord would give them no open door for service and 
usefulness. 
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PASSAGE 78: REVELATION 22:11 
He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and 
he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 
 
This verse gives the idea that whatever sin a person may find himself in or whatever type of 
fallen situation that he may find himself in at this time would be the state he would continue in 
for eternity and it woud intensify over time.  These who are unjust would continue to be unjust 
and grow even more unjust over time.  On the other side, he who is holy at this time would grow 
in holiness forever.   A condition that a man chooses to live in, God will intensify it. A man who 
lives in sin will delve deeper into his corruptions over time to the degree that it will eventually be 
impossible for him to change and be saved.  You will forever be what you are in that day.  In 
eternity, the righteous will forever become more righteous without end.  The holy will become 
increasingly more holy forever without end or limit. 
 The Tyndale Bible has “more righteous” and “more holy”. 
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APPENDIX 1  “Perfection” in Biblical Theology: 
1. Noah was perfect 

A. Genesis 6:9  These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in 
his generations, and Noah walked with God. 

2. Abraham was called to be perfect 
A. Genesis 17:1  And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared 
to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou 
perfect. 

3. We are called to be perfect with God 
A. Deuteronomy 18:13  Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God. 
B. Matthew 5:48  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect. 
C. 2 Corinthians 13:11  Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of 
one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you. 
D. Philippians 3:15  Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in 
any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. 
E. Hebrews 6:1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on 
unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of 
faith toward God, 

4. God’s work is perfect 
A. Deuteronomy 32:4  He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: 
a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. 

5. God’s way is perfect 
A. 2 Samuel 22:31  As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is tried: he is a 
buckler to all them that trust in him. 
B. Psalm 18:30  As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a 
buckler to all those that trust in him. 

6. God makes my way perfect 
A. 2 Samuel 22:33  God is my strength and power: and he maketh my way perfect. 
B. Psalm 18:32  It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect. 

7. Our heart is to be perfect with God 
A. 1 Kings 8:61  Let your heart therefore be perfect with the LORD our God, to walk in 
his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this day. 

8. People who did not have a perfect heart with God 
 A. Solomon 

1. 1 Kings11:4  For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned 
away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his 
God, as was the heart of David his father. 
2. 1 Chronicles 29:19  And give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep 
thy commandments, thy testimonies, and thy statutes, and to do all these things, 
and to build the palace, for the which I have made provision. 

 B. Abijam 
1. 1 Kings 15:3  And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done 
before him: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as the heart of 
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David his father. 
 C. Amaziah 

1. 2 Chronicles 25:2  And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, 
but not with a perfect heart. 

9. People with a perfect heart with God 
A. Asa 

1. 1 Kings15:14  But the high places were not removed: nevertheless Asa's heart 
was perfect with the LORD all his days. 
2. 2 Chronicles 15:17  But the high places were not taken away out of Israel: 
nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect all his days. 

 B. Hezekiah 
1. 2 Kings 20:3  I beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how I have walked 
before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in 
thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 
2. Isaiah 38:3  And said, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have 
walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is 
good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 

 C. David’s men of war 
1. 1 Chronicles 12:38  All these men of war, that could keep rank, came with a 
perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all Israel: and all the rest also of 
Israel were of one heart to make David king. 

 D. “The people” 
1. 1 Chronicles 29:9  Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, 
because with perfect heart they offered willingly to the LORD: and David the king 
also rejoiced with great joy. 

 E. Jehoshaphat commanded it 
1. 2 Chronicles 19:9  And he charged them, saying, Thus shall ye do in the fear 
of the LORD, faithfully, and with a perfect heart. 

 F. Job 
1. Job 1:1  There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that 
man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 
2. Job 1:8  And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant 
Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one 
that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 
3. Job 2:3  And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant 
Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one 
that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, 
although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 

 G. The Lord’s Servant 
1. Isaiah 42:19  Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I 
sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the LORD'S servant? 

10. Serve God with a perfect heart 
A. 1 Chronicles 28:9  And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and 
serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, 
and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found 
of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever. 

11. God shows Himself perfect 
A. 2 Chronicles 16:9  For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. 
Herein thou hast done foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars. 

12. God will not cast away a perfect man 
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A. Job 8:20  Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil 
doers: 

13. Be careful of declaring yourself to be perfect 
A. Job 9:20  If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if I say, I am perfect, 
it shall also prove me perverse. 
B. Job 9:21  Though I were perfect, yet would I not know my soul: I would despise my 
life. 

14. God’s knowledge is perfect 
A. Job 36:4  For truly my words shall not be false: he that is perfect in knowledge is with 
thee. 
B. Job 37:16  Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him 
which is perfect in knowledge? 

15. God’s law is perfect 
A. Psalm 19:7  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the 
LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 
B. Isaiah 26:3  Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 
because he trusteth in thee. 

16. The end of a perfect man is peace 
A. Psalm 37:37  Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is 
peace. 

17. The world hates perfect men 
A. Psalm 64:4  That they may shoot in secret at the perfect: suddenly do they shoot at 
him, and fear not. 

18. Resolutions to perfection 
A. Psalm 101:2  I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto 
me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. 

19. Fellowship with perfect people 
A. Psalm 101:6  Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with 
me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me. 

20. There is a “perfect day” coming 
A. Proverbs 4:18  But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day. 

21. Lucifer was perfect before his fall 
A. Ezekiel 16:14  And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was 
perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord GOD. 
B. Ezekiel 28:12  Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say 
unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect 
in beauty. 
C. Ezekiel 28:15  Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till 
iniquity was found in thee. 

22. The will of God is perfect 
A. Romans 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God. 

23. The Scripture is perfect 
A. 1Corinthians 13:10  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away. 

24. Perfect cannot be attained by the flesh 
A. Galatians 3:3  Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect 
by the flesh? 

25. Striving for perfection 
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A. Philippians 3:12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: 
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ 
Jesus. 

26. The goal of the ministry is to present every man perfect in Christ 
A. 2 Corinthians 13:9  For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong: and this 
also we wish, even your perfection. 
B. Colossians 1:28  Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all 
wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 
C. Colossians 4:12  Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, 
always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in 
all the will of God. 
D. 2 Timothy 3:17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works. 

27. Christ made perfect through sufferings 
A. Hebrews 2:10  For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings. 
B. Hebrews 5:9  And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto 
all them that obey him; 

28. The law cannot bring perfection 
A. Hebrews 7:11  If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the 
people received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise 
after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron? 
B. Hebrews 10:1  For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very 
image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year 
continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 
C. Hebrews 11:40  God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us 
should not be made perfect. 

29. God makes us perfect 
A. Hebrews 13:21  Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you 
that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
B. 1 Peter 5:10  But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle you. 

30. A perfect man does not offend in word and has self-control 
A. James 3:2  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same 
is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. 

31. Perfect love 
A. 1 John 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day 
of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 
B. 1 John 4:18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear 
hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 
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APPENDIX 2 “Circumcision” in Biblical Theology 
1. A. Every male Jew was to be circumcised. 

A. Genesis 17:10  This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and 
thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised.  
B. Genesis 17:12  And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every 
man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any 
stranger, which is not of thy seed.  

2. Circumcision defined 
A. Genesis 17:11  And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a 
token of the covenant betwixt me and you. 

3. Circumcision took place on the 8th day. 
A. Genesis 17:12  And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every 
man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any 
stranger, which is not of thy seed. 
B. Leviticus 12:3 And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 
C. Luke 1:59 And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child; and they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father. 
D. Acts 7:8 And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, 
and circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve 
patriarchs. 

4. Male servants in Jewish households had to be circumcised. 
A. Genesis 17:13 He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, 
must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting 
covenant.  

5. It is an everlasting covenant 
A. Genesis 17:13 He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, 
must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting 
covenant. 
B. Acts 7:8 And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, 
and circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve 
patriarchs. 

6. Any Jewish man who was not circumcised would be cut off from the people. 
A. Genesis 17:14 And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not 
circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant.  

7. Only circumcised men could eat of the Passover. 
A. Exodus 12:44  But every man's servant that is bought for money, when thou hast 
circumcised him, then shall he eat thereof.  
B. Exodus 12:48  And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the 
passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and 
keep it; and he shall be as one that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised person shall 
eat thereof.  

8. Judaizers claimed that salvation was necessary for salvation, a doctrine the early church 
rejected. 

A. Acts 15:1 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and 
said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.  
B. Acts 15:5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, 
saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of 
Moses. 
C. Acts 15:24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have 
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troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and 
keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment:  

9. Circumcision is a sign. 
A. Romans 4:11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of 
the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them 
that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto 
them also:  

10. For a Christian, if he is not circumcised, he need not be circumcised. 
A. 1 Corinthians 7:18 Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become 
uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised.  

11. If a Gentile gets circumcised because of Jewish legalism, his circumcision will not profit him 
spiritually. 

A. Galatians 5:2 Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit 
you nothing.  

12. If a Gentile gets circumcised because of Jewish legalism, he becomes a debtor to do the 
whole law. 

A. Galatians 5:3  For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor 
to do the whole law.  

13. Jewish legalizers compel their Gentile converts to be circumcised so that they can glory in 
their flesh   

A. Galatians 6:12,13  As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain 
you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. 
For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you 
circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh.  

14. There is a circumcision not made with hands. 
A. Colossians 2:11  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without 
hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 

15. Heart circumcision 
A. Deuteronomy 10:16  Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more 
stiffnecked.  
B. Deuteronomy 30:6  And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart 
of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou 
mayest live.  
C. Jeremiah 4:4  Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of 
your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like 
fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. 
D. Romans 2:29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the 
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

16. Circumcise yourself 
A. Jeremiah 4:4  Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of 
your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like 
fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.  

17. The Jews would circumcise on the sabbath. 
A. John 7:22,23 Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because it is of 
Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on the sabbath day circumcise a man. If a man on the 
sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye 
angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day?  

. 18. Circumcision is not profitable if you break the law. 
A. Romans 2:25-27  For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be 
a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision. Therefore if the 
uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be 
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counted for circumcision? And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the 
law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law?  
B. 1 Corinthians 7:19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the 
keeping of the commandments of God. 

19. Circumcision does not make a man a Jew 
A. Romans 2:28,29  For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that 
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and 
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of 
men, but of God.  

20. There is some spiritual advantage in circumcision for the Jew. 
A. Romans 3:1 What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of 
circumcision?  

21. Circumcision is not required for salvation and it cannot bring salvation. 
A. Romans 4:10-12 How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in 
uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he received the sign of 
circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being 
uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not 
circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: And the father of 
circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps 
of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.  

22. Circumcision is of secondary importance to a Christian 
A. 1 Corinthians 7:19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the 
keeping of the commandments of God. 
B. Galatians 5:6  For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.  
C. Galatians 6:15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision, but a new creature. 

23. The Judaizers would persecute those who minimized circumcision. 
A. Galatians 5:11 And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer 
persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased.  
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APPENDIX 3:  A Survey of Sanctification, an unfolding in Biblical Theology 
1. First use- Exodus 13:2, where the firstborn of Israel, of both man and beast, were sanctified 
to God.  He had a special claim on the firstborn. 

1. Exodus 13:2  Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among 
the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine. 

2. Israel was to be sanctified.  To that end, they “washed their clothes”, showing that 
sanctification has an idea of the washing of filth, dirt, and, by extension, sin. 

1. Exodus 19:10  And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify 
them to day and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes, 
2. Ephesians 5:26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word, 

3. The priests must be sanctified 
1. Exodus 19:22  And let the priests also, which come near to the LORD, sanctify 
 themselves, lest the LORD break forth upon them. 
2. Exodus 28:41  And thou shalt put them upon Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him; 
and shalt anoint them, and consecrate them, and sanctify them, that they may minister 
unto me in the priest’s office. 

4. Things that are roped off or marked off are said to be sanctified 
1. Exodus 19:23  And Moses said unto the LORD, The people cannot come up to mount 
Sinai: for thou chargedst us, saying, Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it. 

5. Partaking of the offerings and sacrifices led to sanctification 
1. Exodus 29:33  And they shall eat those things wherewith the atonement was made, to 
consecrate and to sanctify them: but a stranger shall not eat thereof, because they are 
holy. 

6.To anoint something, or someone, was to sanctify it 
1. Exodus 29:36  And thou shalt offer every day a bullock for a sin offering for 
atonement: and thou shalt cleanse the altar, when thou hast made an atonement for it, 
and thou shalt anoint it, to sanctify it. 

7. God does the work of sanctification 
1. Exodus 29:44  And I will sanctify the tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar: I 
will sanctify also both Aaron and his sons, to minister to me in the priest’s office. 
2. Exodus 31:13  Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths 
ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye 
may know that I am the LORD that doth sanctify you. 
3. Leviticus 20:8  And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD which 
sanctify you. 
4. Leviticus 21:8  Thou shalt sanctify him therefore; for he offereth the bread of thy God: 
he shall be holy unto thee: for I the LORD, which sanctify you, am holy. 
5. Ezekiel 20:12  Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and 
them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them. 

8. Man does some work of sanctification 
1. Exodus 30:29  And thou shalt sanctify them, that they may be most holy: whatsoever 
toucheth them shall be holy. 

9. We are to sanctify ourselves 
1. Leviticus 11:44  For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, 
and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
2. Leviticus 20:7  Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your 
God. 
3. Numbers 11:18  And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow, 
and ye shall eat flesh: for ye have wept in the ears of the LORD, saying, Who shall give 
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us flesh to eat? for it was well with us in Egypt: therefore the LORD will give you flesh, 
and ye shall eat. 
4. Joshua 3:5  And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for to 
morrow the LORD will do wonders among you. 
5. 2 Chronicles 29:5  And said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, 
and sanctify the house of the LORD God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out 
of the holy place. 

10. We are to sanctify God publicly 
1. Numbers 20:12  And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed 
me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring 
this congregation into the land which I have given them. 
2. Isaiah 29:23  But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of 
him, they shall sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the 
God of Israel. 

11. Israel was to sanctify the Sabbath 
1. Deuteronomy 5:12  Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy God 
 hath commanded thee. 
2. Nehemiah 13:22  And I commanded the Levites that they should cleanse themselves, 
and that they should come and keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day. Remember 
me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare me according to the greatness of thy 
mercy. 

12. The house of God is to be sanctified 
1. 2 Chronicles 29:5  And said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, 
and sanctify the house of the LORD God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out 
of the holy place. 
2. 2 Chronicles 29:17  Now they began on the first day of the first month to sanctify, and 
on the eighth day of the month came they to the porch of the LORD: so they sanctified 
the house of the LORD in eight days; and in the sixteenth day of the first month they 
made an end. 

13.  God’s name is to be sanctified 
1. Ezekiel 36:23  And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the 
heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I 
am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. 

14.  God sanctifies Israel 
1. Ezekiel 37:28  And the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when 
my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore. 

15.  Sanctification through the Word of God 
1. John 17:17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

16.  Sanctification through the truth 
1. John 17:19  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified 
through the truth. 

17. Whole sanctification 
1. 1 Thessalonians 5:23  And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

18.  Sanctification by Christ 
1. 1 Corinthians 1:30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 
2. Hebrews 13:12  Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own 
blood, suffered without the gate. 

19. We are to sanctify the Lord personally 
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1. 1 Peter 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness 
and fear: 

20. God’s will for us is our sanctification 
1. 1 Thessalonians 4:3  For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye 
should abstain from fornication: 

21. Salvation through sanctification 
1. 2 Thessalonians 2:13  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 

 
“The biblical doctrine of sanctification is both the most neglected and the most misunderstood 
doctrine of the Christian life…If it is neglected then the Christian convert is left marooned on the 
island of evangelism; if it is misunderstood then it will hinder the hope of revival among the 
saints. No doctrine has suffered more at the hands of the believers identified with Christianity in 
spite of the fact that this necessary and precious teaching must become the experimental 
doctrine of the church, having presupposed the appropriation by faith, of the fundamentals of 
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus.  

The King James Version uses both the word "sanctification" and "holiness" from the 
singular Greek word “hagios”. In the former word, the passages speak more of the entrance, 
crisis, and appropriation of sanctification; in the latter word, the passages speak more of the 
process, quest, and fruition of holiness in the life of the Christian believer. Of course, both of 
these are the results of a Divine Depositum placed in access for the believer at the time of the 
new birth or regeneration. Everything follows only as the biblical teaching of redemption is 
received by the Christian believer. In our time, the charismatics have substantially isolated 
and/or a separated neo-pentecostal teaching of "the baptism of the Holy Spirit" away from the 
new birth. This is confirmed by their fellowship with the Roman Catholic charismatics who relate 
their neo-pentecostal teaching of "the baptism of the Holy Spirit" and the glossolalia with the 
sacrament of "infant baptism" by the church.2 In reality, The new birth is sanctification or 
cleansing begun, and the subsequent process of sanctification perfects (bringing to maturity) the 
work of holiness in the Christian life. The Romanist then proceeds to refer to this "baptism of the 
Holy Spirit" and glossolalia as merely a renewing of that which was begun in the former 
sacrament of baptism. 

The neglect of the doctrine of sanctification will lead to the libertinism of the flesh; the 
misinterpretation of this doctrine will lead to the legalism of the flesh. In either direction, the flesh 
survives and has dominion over the Christian life; whereas in the understanding and 
appropriation of biblical holiness, through the grace of the Lord Jesus, the war of the flesh 
ceases in its dominion (lordship of the flesh) over our lives, and the believer begins his "walk" in 
the Spirit with the Savior. To do nothing with the doctrine of sanctification will lead to the 
undoing of the Christian life itself and carnality and backsliding will result. 

In the last half of the twentieth century, evangelism has been overdone to the neglect of 
the Christian life itself, of which holiness is most needed. This deficit in this doctrine has opened 
up the doors of scandal, fornication, abortion, euthanasia, immodesty, and a host of other 
detriments to the testimony and victory of the church. We must no longer divorce ecclesiastical 
separation from personal separation or else we will truncate orthodoxy away from orthopraxy. 
Also, we must be sure that in our presentation of this doctrine of holiness that we do not 
overemphasize the subjective aspect of sanctification away from the objective holiness of 
Almighty God Himself. We have for too long pushed American evangelism as the priority, and 
now we have come to a time of a great need of revival. Evangelism is for the saving of the 
sinner; revivalism is for the sanctifying of the church. We must also remember that genuine 
evangelism is a result of the spirituality of the church, not the mere product of the pragmatic 
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salesmanship of the public relations officer of an overzealous administrative church board.  
Thus, the past agenda of a failing pulpit and church has demanded a biblical agenda in the 
urgency of the holy presence of God manifested in a revival of holiness among God's people. 
No minister is worthy of his calling in every sense of the word. Every preacher is vulnerable to 
the charge of hypocrisy. In fact, the more faithful a preacher is to the Word of God in his 
preaching and his life, the more liable he is to the charge of hypocrisy. Why? Because the more 
faithful a man is to the Word of God the higher the message is that he will preach. The higher 
the message the further he will be called to see the need of a holier life. The more he becomes 
accountable to God, through His word, the more he will see the need of the holiness of God, 
and the unholiness of himself. Of course, in turn, these principles become embedded in the 
congregation of saints who worship near such a preaching pulpit, and therefore all of God's 
people are urged to the likeness of their Holy God. He, and He alone, is the source of holiness; 
this is revealed through His Word. 

It is a mere self-righteousness to assume that because a person is drawn to holiness, as 
his quest in life, in study, in meditation, and prayer, that he is thereby a holy man. The source of 
that deep hunger and quest is only because the source of the holiness lies in God and He alone 
maketh His people holy through the atoning sacrifice of His dear Son, the Lord Jesus. 
Before we further the definition of sanctification, we must further the practical observations and 
preliminary scene. There can be no biblical sanctification merely applicable to either the 
negative or the positive side of the biblical principle of holiness. The motive of militancy must not 
be the end and goal of our Christian testimony. Militancy is only one ingredient of our Christian 
life. The Christian life, itself, is much larger, and sanctification is a provision in the atonement 
which includes much more than a fight. "Holiness is also the honoring of Christ; the battle is only 
a means to that end. It is that end of exalting and honoring Christ that dictates the means to that 
end."9 Militancy is only one means or channel to the glory of Christ. Sanctification must  
The most important English words in the Holy Scriptures which deal with the teaching of 
sanctification, in our King James Version, are: holiness, sanctification, hallowedness, cleansing, 
and purity. Of course, we may include separation under other Hebrew and Greek word studies, 
but in reality, "separation" should be thought of as only one aspect of the larger doctrine of 
sanctification and holiness. "Separation," with its cognates, is used about 84 times in the Old 
Testament, and 12 times in the New Testament. 

The more prominent words are: sanctification, holiness, and purity. In each of these 
three words there is a divine consistency between the Old Testament Hebrew word qodesh, and 
the New Testament Greek word hagios. Here again, with all of the cognates, the former is 
mentioned about 721 times in the Old Testament; and the latter, with all of its Greek cognates, 
mentioned in the New Testament about 225 times. 

Qodesh, in the word study, is clearly seen in the following definition. The Semitic 
languages have two separate original forms of the root. The one signifies `pure' and `devote,' as 
in Akkadian qadistu and in the Hebrew gades, `holy.' The word describes something or 
someone. The other signifies `holiness' as a situation or as an abstract, as in Arabic al-gaddus, 
or `the most holy or most pure.' In Hebrew the verb gades combine both elements: the 
descriptive and the static. The traditional understanding of `separated' is only a derived 
meaning, and not the primary. 

On the other hand, hagios, as it is revealed through the Greek word in the New 
Testament, has been made more friendly and acceptable by the heart of the Christian. Of 
course, the incarnation and virgin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, into a time, space, history of 
human events brought the holiness of God now imputed and imparted to believers through the 
satisfaction of the righteousness of the Father in accepting the Sacrifice of His Son on the Cross 
of Calvary. We should expect this revelation of hagios, because of redemption, to bring this to 
pass to the glory of God. Hagios is the Greek word that was selected, in the Septuagint, for the 
Hebrew word qodesh. 
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Hagios, in the word study, is defined as  signifiying (a) separation to God (I Corinthians 
1:30; etc.), (b) the resultant state, the conduct befitting those so separated (I Thessalonians 
4:3,4,7),...`Sanctification' is thus the state predetermined by God for believers, into which in 
grace He calls them, and in which they begin their Christian course and so pursue it. Hence 
they are called `saints.’. 

Hagios is a word of rarest use in Attic Greek...Its fundamental idea is separation, and 
consecration and devotion to the service of Deity.  But the thought lies very near, that what is 
set apart from the world and to God, should separate itself from the world's defilements, and 
should share in God's purity; and in this way `hagios' speedily acquires a moral significance. 
William Barclay, in his The Daily Study Bible commenting on First Peter, 1:4-16, defines hagios 
with "the root meaning is different. That which is different from ordinary things." He furthers his 
definition setting forth that "the Temple, the Sabbath, and the Christian are all different from all 
other buildings, other days, and other men." 

God has given His people impressive words in qodesh and hagios, both used 946 times, 
translated in the KJV as holiness, sanctification, purity, including the various cognates. Thus, we 
see about 1,000 times holiness is actually mentioned in the Bible. 
 
Seven Steps of Sanctification 
The spiritual and theological path from the dead sinner to the walking saint, and on into heaven, 
is marked by at least seven progressive steps in the doctrine of sanctification. They are:  

1. Potential sanctification (John 17:17) 
2. Positional sanctification (I Corinthians 1:2) 
3. Experiential (crisis) sanctification (Romans 6:1-14)  
4. Expansional (growth) sanctification (Romans 8:1-5)  
5. Perfectional (maturity) sanctification (I Thessalonians 5:23) 
6. Glorificational (in heaven) sanctification (Revelation 22:11) 
7. Eternal sanctification throughout the Eternal Golden Age (Revelation 4:8). 

 
Unless Almighty God gives us a mighty revival, a mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

upon our personal lives, we will see and hear of more fornicators in our pulpits, as well as more 
divorces among the leaderships of our churches. The lack of personal sanctification and the 
reverence and worship involving the holiness of God is evident to a wholesale proportion. 
Another evidence is marked by our love for and mishandling of the Lord's monies. Stewardship 
is waning among us; integrity and ethics are rarely seen. Sanctification includes these, too. 
More and more ministers believe that personal failure, in morals and ethics, does not mean the 
failure of their ministry. There is no ministry without a sanctified messenger. There is a false, 
unsanctified assumption that the sins of fornication and embezzlement are natural instead of 
sinful, and that the Lord expects our ministries to survive no matter what the Pastoral Epistles 
say about the character, principles, and sanctification of the leadership. The Holy Bible, 
revealed by our Holy God, still retains the same principles of godliness and sanctification, and 
the sanctification of church leaders is more exacting for them than any other persons involved in 
the Christian life. We look for the least grace in the least saint, but the most grace in the 
Christian leader. 

Some argue that King David was allowed to continue as king after his adultery with 
Bathsheba and the blood guiltiness of Uriah the Hittite. But the fact of the matter remains that 
what a king did do, a New Testament prophet and church leader may not do. How often have 
we heard it said in the words of Charles Haddon Spurgeon, "If God calls you to be a prophet 
and preacher, do not stoop to be a king." So, being a king is not our only model. 

The charismatics have falsely emphasized that the gifts and callings of their leaderships 
are without repentance and discontinuance even if they fornicate or embezzle the so-called 
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Lord's monies. Of course, this assumption presumes to abandon the holiness of God in 
personal separation and sanctification. 

Our fundamental view of sanctification must reach its conclusion in the nobility of our 
view of holiness. We believe it was correctly rendered in the resolutions of our World 
Congresses of Fundamentalism to include the separatist position. It is biblical; it is needed. 
Whether or not every historical fundamentalist since the end of the nineteenth century actually 
formulated a written statement of separation or not, does not change the fact that they did 
indeed practice separation. The separation of their sanctification remains on record. It has been 
our testimony. Some were "defrocked" from the Princeton Presbyterian Seminary. That was a 
forced separation set forth by the apostate system. Others suffered a voluntary separation, such 
as many of the Baptists. Both of these groups suffered separation as puritans in growing 
apostate systems. Still others, as pilgrims to the growing apostasy, simply commenced 
independent churches and Bible colleges and seminaries, and suffered historic separation as 
children of those who witnessed the sorrow of their parents who had been puritans in the 
decaying apostate condition in the earlier part of the generation. But all were separatists, 
practicing separatists; and thus, the doctrine of separation was established. And that practice 
and proclamation must still remain among us. Some have defected, but the practice and 
proclamation still remain among us. May God preserve this noble truth among us until the end. 
The Christian life is like a sacred art, always dedicated to law, order, design, purpose, beauty, 
and spiritual decor; constantly setting forth a heart desiring godliness, piety, dignity, character, 
and ethics. It is measured not from the gutter of the world, and contemporary mood, but rather 
from the top of heaven and the glory of Christ. 

There is no art without nobility. We must measure our orthodoxy from the bottom 
foundation of the Rock of Ages; but we must measure our ethics from the top of the glory of 
Christ. Unfortunately, we live in a time of slob-culture, slob-conversations, slob-art forms, and 
even some slob-conversions to Christ. Unfortunately, this has been seen among both practicing 
sinners and professing saints. 

We must never measure all individuals in the Body of Christ according to our own limited 
understanding of a certain manner, method, or dogmatism of stand for fundamentalism. The 
Body of Christ is too versatile; the capacity of our own individual vessel, too small. Otherwise 
holiness is violated and self survives in the pride of place, face, and estranged grace, misplaced 
by too great a personal confidence in self. (O. Talmadge Spence, “The Biblical Doctrine of 
Separation, Part 1,2,3.” Straightway, June, July, August 1997).” 
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Appendix 4: A Study of “Pillars” in Biblical Theology 
 

Does not include pillars used in the construction of a building. 
 
1. Lot’s wife became a pillar of salt. 

A. Genesis 19:26 But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of 
salt.  

2. Materials of which pillars were made. 
A. Stone 

i. Genesis 28:18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that 
he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of 
it. 
ii. Genesis 28:22  And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's 
house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.  
iii. Genesis 31:45 And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar. 
iv. Genesis 35:14  And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with 
him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured 
oil thereon. 

 B. Iron 
i. Jeremiah 1:18  For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an 
iron pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, 
against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of 
the land. 

 C. Almug trees 
i. 1 Kings 10:12  And the king made of the almug trees pillars for the house of the 
LORD, and for the king's house, harps also and psalteries for singers: there 
came no such almug trees, nor were seen unto this day. 

 D. Brass 
i. 2 Kings 18:16  At that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold from the doors of the 
temple of the LORD, and from the pillars which Hezekiah king of Judah had 
overlaid, and gave it7 to the king of Assyria. 
ii. Jeremiah 52:17 Also the pillars of brass that were in the house of the LORD, 
and the bases, and the brasen sea that was in the house of the LORD, the 
Chaldeans brake, and carried all the brass of them to Babylon. 

 E. Marble 
i. Esther 1:6 Where were white, green, and blue, hangings, fastened with cords 
of fine linen and purple to silver rings and pillars of marble: the beds were of gold 
and silver, upon a pavement of red, and blue, and white, and black, marble. 
ii. Song 5:15 His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold: his 
countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. 

 F. Smoke 
i. Song 3:6 Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, 
perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all powders of the merchant? 
ii. Joel 2:30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and 
fire, and pillars of smoke. 

 G. Silver 
i. Song 3:10  He made the pillars thereof of silver, the bottom thereof of gold, the 
covering of it of purple, the midst thereof being paved with love, for the daughters 
of Jerusalem. 

 H. Fire 
i. Exodus 13:21,22  And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, 
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to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by 
day and night: He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire 
by night, from before the people.  
ii. Exodus 14:24  And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD 
looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, 
and troubled the host of the Egyptians. 
iii. Numbers 14:14 And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land: for they have 
heard that thou LORD art among this people, that thou LORD art seen face to 
face, and that thy cloud standeth over them, and that thou goest before them, by 
day time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night.   
iv. Nehemiah 9:12 Moreover thou leddest them in the day by a cloudy pillar; and 
in the night by a pillar of fire, to give them light in the way wherein they should go.  
v. Nehemiah 9:19 Yet thou in thy manifold mercies forsookest them not in the 
wilderness: the pillar of the cloud departed not from them by day, to lead them in 
the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to shew them light, and the way 
wherein they should go.  
vi. Revelation 10:1 And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, 
clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it 
were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: 

 I. Cloud 
i. Exodus 13:21,22  And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, 
to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by 
day and night: He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire 
by night, from before the people.  
ii. Exodus 14:19  And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, 
removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their 
face, and stood behind them:   
iii. Exodus 14:24  And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD 
looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, 
and troubled the host of the Egyptians,  
iv. Exodus 33:9,10  And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, 
the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the 
LORD talked with Moses. And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the 
tabernacle door: and all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in his 
tent door.  
v. Numbers 12:5  And the LORD came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood 
in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came 
forth.  
vi. Numbers 14:14 And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land: for they have 
heard that thou LORD art among this people, that thou LORD art seen face to 
face, and that thy cloud standeth over them, and that thou goest before them, by 
day time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night.  
vii. Deuteronomy 31:15  And the LORD appeared in the tabernacle in a pillar of a 
cloud: and the pillar of the cloud stood over the door of the tabernacle.  
viii. Nehemiah 9:12 Moreover thou leddest them in the day by a cloudy pillar; and 
in the night by a pillar of fire, to give them light in the way wherein they should go.  
ix. Nehemiah 9:19 Yet thou in thy manifold mercies forsookest them not in the 
wilderness: the pillar of the cloud departed not from them by day, to lead them in 
the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to shew them light, and the way 
wherein they should go.  
x. Psalm 99:7 He spake unto them in the cloudy pillar: they kept his testimonies, 
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and the ordinance that he gave them. 
3. Pillar builders 
 A. Jacob 

i. Genesis 28:18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that 
he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of 
it. 
ii. Genesis 31:45 And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar. 
iii. Genesis 35:14  And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with 
him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured 
oil thereon. 
iv. Genesis 35:20  And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of 
Rachel's grave unto this day. 

 B. Laban 
i. Genesis 31:51,52  And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold this 
pillar, which I have cast betwixt me and thee; This heap be witness, and this pillar 
be witness, that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and that thou shalt not pass 
over this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm. 

 C. Absalom 
i. 2 Samuel 18:18  Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared up for 
himself a pillar, which is in the king's dale: for he said, I have no son to keep my 
name in remembrance: and he called the pillar after his own name: and it is 
called unto this day, Absalom's place. 

 D. God 
i. Revelation 3:12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my 
God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, 
and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh 
down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. 

 E. Moses 
i. Exodus 24:4  And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up early in 
the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to 
the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 F. Solomon 
i. 1 Kings 10:12  And the king made of the almug trees pillars for the house of the 
LORD, and for the king's house, harps also and psalteries for singers: there 
came no such almug trees, nor were seen unto this day. 

 G. Wisdom 
i. Proverbs 9:1 Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven 
pillars: 

4. Pillars were anointed 
A. Genesis 28:18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he 
had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 
B. Genesis 31:13 I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where 
thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the 
land of thy kindred. 

5. Vows were made at pillars 
A. Genesis 31:13 I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where 
thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the 
land of thy kindred. 

6. A pillar would be “God’s house” 
A. Genesis 28:22  And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and 
of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee. 
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7. Pillars were set up as a witness. 
A. Genesis 31:51,52  And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold this pillar, 
which I have cast betwixt me and thee; This heap be witness, and this pillar be witness, 
that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this heap and 
this pillar unto me, for harm. 

8. Drink offerings were poured on pillars. 
A. Genesis 35:14  And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, even 
a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon. 

9. Pillars were used to mark graves. 
A. Genesis 35:20  And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel's 
grave unto this day.  

10. Pillars were erected for a remembrance.   
A. 2 Samuel 18:18  Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared up for himself a 
pillar, which is in the king's dale: for he said, I have no son to keep my name in 
remembrance: and he called the pillar after his own name: and it is called unto this day, 
Absalom's place.  

11. Covenants were made at pillars. 
A. 2 Kings 23:3  And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before the LORD, 
to walk after the LORD, and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his 
statutes with all their heart and all their soul, to perform the words of this covenant that 
were written in this book. And all the people stood to the covenant.  

12. Kings had pillars. 
A. 2 Chronicles 23:13  
And she looked, and, behold, the king stood at his pillar at the entering in, and the 
princes and the trumpets by the king: and all the people of the land rejoiced, and 
sounded with trumpets, also the singers with instruments of musick, and such as taught 
to sing praise. Then Athaliah rent her clothes, and said, Treason, Treason.  

13. Millennial pillars. 
A. Isaiah 19:19  In that day shall there be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of 
Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to the LORD.  

14. The local church is the pillar and ground of truth. 
A. 1 Timothy 3:15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave 
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground5 
of the truth.  

15. A pillar in the temple of God. 
A. Revelation 3:12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and 
he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of 
the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my 
God: and I will write upon him my new name. 

16. Pillars used in heathen worship. 
A. Deuteronomy 12:3  And ye shall overthrow their altars, and break their pillars, and 
burn their groves with fire; and ye shall hew down the graven images of their gods, and 
destroy the names of them out of that place.  

17. The pillars of the earth, 
A. 1 Samuel 2:8  He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from 
the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for 
the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, and he hath set the world upon them.  
B. Job 9:6  Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble.  
C. Psalm 75:3  The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are dissolved: I bear up the 
pillars of it. Selah. 

18. Pillars of heaven 
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A. Job 26:11  The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at his reproof.  
19. Seven pillars of wisdom 

A. Proverbs 9:1 Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars:  
20.  Important people referred to as pillars. 

A. Galatians 2:9  And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right 
hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.  
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Appendix 5 “Altars” in Biblical Theology 
 
1. Altar builders (true altars to God) 
 A. Noah 

i. Genesis 8:20 And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every 
clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

 B. Abraham 
i. Genesis 12:7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed 
will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared 
unto him. 
ii. Genesis 12:8  And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of 
Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and 
there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD. 
iii. Genesis 13:8 Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain 
of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD. 
iv. Genesis 22:9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and 
Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his 
son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 

 C. Isaac 
i. Genesis 26:25 And he builded an altar there, and called upon the name of the 
LORD, and pitched his tent there: and there Isaac's servants digged a well. 

 D. Jacob 
  i. Genesis 33:20  And he erected there an altar, and called it Elelohe-Israel. 

ii. Genesis 35:1 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell 
there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou 
fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. 

 E. Moses 
  i. Exodus 17:15 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi: 

ii. Exodus 24:4  And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up early in 
the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to 
the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 F. Balaam 
i. Numbers 23:4 And God met Balaam: and he said unto him, I have prepared 
seven altars, and I have offered upon every altar a bullock and a ram. 

 G. Joshua 
i. Joshua 8:30 Then Joshua built an altar unto the LORD God of Israel in mount 
Ebal, 

 H. The children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh 
i. Joshua 22:10 And when they came unto the borders of Jordan, that are in the 
land of Canaan, the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe 
of Manasseh built there an altar by Jordan, a great altar to see to. 

 I. Gideon 
i. Judges 6:24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and called it 
Jehovahshalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

 J. Men of Israel 
i. Judges 21:4  And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people rose early, 
and built there an altar, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. 

 K. Samuel 
i. 1 Samuel 7:17 And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house; and 
there he judged Israel; and there he built an altar unto the LORD. 

 L. Saul 
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i. 1 Samuel 14:35  And Saul built an altar unto the LORD: the same was the first 
altar that he built unto the LORD.  

 M. David 
i. 2 Samuel 24:18 And Gad came that day to David, and said unto him, Go up, 
rear an altar unto the LORD in the threshingfloor of Araunah the Jebusite. 
ii. 2 Samuel 24:25  And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings. So the LORD was intreated for the land, and 
the plague was stayed from Israel. 

 N. Elijah 
i. 1 Kings 18:32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: 
and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of 
seed. 

2. It is a place for offerings 
A. Burnt offerings 

i. Genesis 8:20 Genesis 8:20 And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and 
took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on 
the altar. 
ii. Genesis 22:9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and 
Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his 
son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 
iii. Exodus 20:24 An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice 
thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in 
all places where I record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee. 
iv. Exodus 29:25 And thou shalt receive them of their hands, and burn them upon 
the altar for a burnt offering, for a sweet savour before the LORD: it is an offering 
made by fire unto the LORD. 
v. Exodus 30:28 And the altar of burnt offering with all his vessels, and the laver 
and his foot. 
vi. Exodus 31:9 And the altar of burnt offering with all his furniture,3 and the laver 
and his foot, 
vii. Exodus 35:16 The altar of burnt offering, with his brasen grate, his staves, 
and all his vessels, the laver and his foot, 
viii. Exodus 38:1 And he made the altar of burnt offering of shittim wood: five 
cubits was the length thereof, and five cubits the breadth thereof; it was 
foursquare; and three cubits the height thereof. 
ix. Exodus 40:6  And thou shalt set the altar of the burnt offering before the door 
of the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation. 
x. Exodus 40:10  And thou shalt anoint the altar of the burnt offering, and all his 
vessels, and sanctify the altar: and it shall be an altar most holy. 
xi. Exodus 40:29  And he put the altar of burnt offering by the door of the 
tabernacle of the tent of the congregation, and offered upon it the burnt offering 
and the meat offering; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
xii. Leviticus 1:9  But his inwards and his legs shall he wash in water: and the 
priest shall burn all on the altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, 
of a sweet savour unto the LORD. 
xiii. Leviticus 1:13  But he shall wash the inwards and the legs with water: and 
the priest shall bring it all, and burn it upon the altar: it is a burnt sacrifice, an 
offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.  
xiv. Leviticus 1:17  And he shall cleave it with the wings thereof, but shall not 
divide it asunder: and the priest shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that is 
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upon the fire: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour 
unto the LORD. 
xv. Leviticus 3:5  And Aaron's sons shall burn it on the altar upon the burnt 
sacrifice, which is upon the wood that is on the fire: it is an offering made by fire, 
of a sweet savour unto the LORD. 
xvi. Leviticus 4:10 As it was taken off from the bullock of the sacrifice of peace 
offerings: and the priest shall burn them upon the altar of the burnt offering. 
xvii. Leviticus 4:18 And he shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar 
which is before the LORD, that is in the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall 
pour out all the blood at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
xviii. Leviticus 4:25 And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering with 
his finger, and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour 
out his blood at the bottom of the altar of burnt offering. 
xix. Leviticus 4:30 And the priest shall take of the blood thereof with his finger, 
and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the 
blood thereof at the bottom of the altar. 
xx. Leviticus 6:9,10 Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the 
burnt offering: It is the burnt offering, because of the burning upon the altar all 
night unto the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be burning in it. And the 
priest shall put on his linen garment, and his linen breeches shall he put upon his 
flesh, and take up the ashes which the fire hath consumed with the burnt offering 
on the altar, and he shall put them beside the altar. 
xxi. Leviticus 7:2 In the place where they kill the burnt offering shall they kill the 
trespass offering: and the blood thereof shall he sprinkle round about upon the 
altar. 
xxii. Leviticus 8:21 And he washed the inwards and the legs in water; and Moses 
burnt the whole ram upon the altar: it was a burnt sacrifice for a sweet savour, 
and an offering made by fire unto the LORD; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
xxiii. Leviticus 8:28 And Moses took them from off their hands, and burnt them on 
the altar upon the burnt offering: they were consecrations for a sweet savour: it is 
an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 
xxiv. Leviticus 9:7,8 And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, and offer thy 
sin offering, and thy burnt offering, and make an atonement for thyself, and for 
the people: and offer the offering of the people, and make an atonement for 
them; as the LORD commanded. Aaron therefore went unto the altar, and slew 
the calf of the sin offering, which was for himself. 
xxv. Leviticus 9:13,14 And they presented the burnt offering unto him, with the 
pieces thereof, and the head: and he burnt them upon the altar. And he did wash 
the inwards and the legs, and burnt them upon the burnt offering on the altar. 
xxvi. Leviticus 9:24 And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and 
consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people 
saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces. 
xxvii. Leviticus 14:20 And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the meat 
offering upon the altar: and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and he 
shall be clean. 
xxviii. Deuteronomy 12:27 And thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, the flesh and 
the blood, upon the altar of the LORD thy God: and the blood of thy sacrifices 
shall be poured out upon the altar of the LORD thy God, and thou shalt eat the 
flesh. 
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xxix. Deuteronomy 33:10 They shall teach Jacob thy judgments, and Israel thy 
law: they shall put incense before thee, and whole burnt sacrifice upon thine 
altar. 
xxx. Judges 21:4  And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people rose early, 
and built there an altar, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. 
xxxi. 2 Samuel 24:25  And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings. So the LORD was intreated for the land, and 
the plague was stayed from Israel. 
xxxii. 1 Kings 3:4  And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that was the 
great high place: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar. 
xxxiii. 1 Kings 9:25  And three times in a year did Solomon offer burnt offerings 
and peace offerings upon the altar which he built unto the LORD, and he burnt 
incense upon the altar that was before the LORD. So he finished the house. 
xxxiv. 1 Chronicles 6:49 But Aaron and his sons offered upon the altar of the 
burnt offering, and on the altar of incense, and were appointed for all the work of 
the place most holy, and to make an atonement for Israel, according to all that 
Moses the servant of God had commanded.  
xxxv. 1 Chronicles 16:40 To offer burnt offerings unto the LORD upon the altar of 
the burnt offering continually morning and evening, and to do according to all that 
is written in the law of the LORD, which he commanded Israel; 
xxxvi. 1 Chronicles 21:26 And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and 
offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD; and he 
answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering.  
xxxvii. 1 Chronicles 21:29 For the tabernacle of the LORD, which Moses made in 
the wilderness, and the altar of the burnt offering, were at that season in the high 
place at Gibeon.  
xxxviii. 1 Chronicles 22:1 Then David said, This is the house of the LORD God, 
and this is the altar of the burnt offering for Israel. 
xil. 2 Chronicles 1:6 And Solomon went up thither to the brasen altar before the 
LORD, which was at the tabernacle of the congregation, and offered a thousand 
burnt offerings upon it. 
xl. 2 Chronicles 7:7  Moreover Solomon hallowed the middle of the court that was 
before the house of the LORD: for there he offered burnt offerings, and the fat of 
the peace offerings, because the brasen altar which Solomon had made was not 
able to receive the burnt offerings, and the meat offerings, and the fat. 
xli. 2 Chronicles 8:12 Then Solomon offered burnt offerings unto the LORD on 
the altar of the LORD, which he had built before the porch, 
xlii. 2 Chronicles 29:18  Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, and said, We 
have cleansed all the house of the LORD, and the altar of burnt offering, with all 
the vessels thereof, and the shewbread table, with all the vessels thereof. 
xliii. 2 Chronicles 29:27 And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt offering 
upon the altar. And when the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD began 
also with the trumpets, and with the instruments ordained by David king of Israel. 
xliv. 2 Chronicles 35:16  So all the service of the LORD was prepared the same 
day, to keep the passover, and to offer burnt offerings upon the altar of the 
LORD, according to the commandment of king Josiah. 
xlv. Ezra 3:2,3 Then stood up Jeshua1 the son of Jozadak, and his brethren the 
priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and his brethren, and builded the 
altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it is written in the law 
of Moses the man of God. And they set the altar upon his bases; for fear was 
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upon them because of the people of those countries: and they offered burnt 
offerings thereon unto the LORD, even burnt offerings morning and evening. 
xlvi. Isaiah 56:7  Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them 
joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be 
accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for 
all people. 
xlvii. Ezekiel 43:27 And when these days are expired, it shall be, that upon the 
eighth day, and so forward, the priests shall make your burnt offerings upon the 
altar, and your peace9 offerings; and I will accept you, saith the Lord GOD. 

 B. Meat offerings 
i. Leviticus 2:8 And thou shalt bring the meat offering that is made of these things 
unto the LORD: and when it is presented unto the priest, he shall bring it unto the 
altar.  
ii. Leviticus 2:9  And the priest shall take from the meat offering a memorial 
thereof, and shall burn it upon the altar: it is an offering made by fire, of a sweet 
savour unto the LORD. 
iii. Leviticus 6:14,15 And this is the law of the meat offering: the sons of Aaron 
shall offer it before the LORD, before the altar. And he shall take of it his handful, 
of the flour of the meat offering, and of the oil thereof, and all the frankincense 
which is upon the meat offering, and shall burn it upon the altar for a sweet 
savour, even the memorial of it, unto the LORD. 
iv. Leviticus 9:17 And he brought the meat offering, and took an handful thereof, 
and burnt it upon the altar, beside the burnt sacrifice of the morning. 
v. Leviticus 14:20 And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the meat 
offering upon the altar: and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and he 
shall be clean. 
vi. Ezra 7:17 That thou mayest buy speedily with this money bullocks, rams, 
lambs, with their meat offerings and their drink offerings, and offer them upon the 
altar of the house of your God which is in Jerusalem. 

 C. Peace offerings 
i. Leviticus 4:26  And he shall burn all his fat upon the altar, as the fat of the 
sacrifice of peace offerings: and the priest shall make an atonement for him as 
concerning his sin, and it shall be forgiven him.  
ii. Leviticus 4:31  And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat is taken 
away from off the sacrifice of peace offerings; and the priest shall burn it upon 
the altar for a sweet savour unto the LORD; and the priest shall make an 
atonement for him, and it shall be forgiven him.  
iii. Leviticus 4:35 And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat of the lamb 
is taken away from the sacrifice of the peace offerings; and the priest shall burn 
them upon the altar, according to the offerings made by fire unto the LORD: and 
the priest shall make an atonement for his sin that he hath committed, and it shall 
be forgiven him. 
iv. Judges 21:4  And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people rose early, 
and built there an altar, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. 
v. 2 Samuel 24:25  And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings. So the LORD was intreated for the land, and 
the plague was stayed from Israel. 
vi. 1 Kings 9:25  And three times in a year did Solomon offer burnt offerings and 
peace offerings upon the altar which he built unto the LORD, and he burnt 
incense upon the altar that was before the LORD. So he finished the house. 
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vii. 1 Chronicles 21:26 And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD; and he 
answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering. 
viii. 2 Chronicles 7:7  Moreover Solomon hallowed the middle of the court that 
was before the house of the LORD: for there he offered burnt offerings, and the 
fat of the peace offerings, because the brasen altar which Solomon had made 
was not able to receive the burnt offerings, and the meat offerings, and the fat. 
ix. 2 Chronicles 33:16  And he repaired the altar of the LORD, and sacrificed 
thereon peace offerings and thank offerings, and commanded Judah to serve the 
LORD God of Israel. 

D. Sin offerings 
i. Leviticus 4:34  And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering with his 
finger, and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out 
all the blood thereof at the bottom of the altar:  
ii. Leviticus 5:9 And he shall sprinkle of the blood of the sin offering upon the side 
of the altar; and the rest of the blood shall be wrung out at the bottom of the altar: 
it is a sin offering.  
iii. Leviticus 5:12 Then shall he bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take his 
handful of it, even a memorial thereof, and burn it on the altar, according to the 
offerings made by fire unto the LORD: it is a sin offering. 
iv. Leviticus 9:7 And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, and offer thy sin 
offering, and thy burnt offering, and make an atonement for thyself, and for the 
people: and offer the offering of the people, and make an atonement for them; as 
the LORD commanded. 
v. Leviticus 9:10 But the fat, and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver of the 
sin offering, he burnt upon the altar; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
vi. Leviticus 16:25  And the fat of the sin offering shall he burn upon the altar. 

 E. Trespass offerings 
i. Leviticus 7:2 In the place where they kill the burnt offering shall they kill the 
trespass offering: and the blood thereof shall he sprinkle round about upon the 
altar. 
ii. Leviticus 7:5 And the priest shall burn them upon the altar for an offering made 
by fire unto the LORD: it is a trespass offering. 

 F. Jealousy offerings 
i. Numbers 5:25,26 Then the priest shall take the jealousy offering out of the 
woman's hand, and shall wave the offering before the LORD, and offer it upon 
the altar: And the priest shall take an handful of the offering, even the memorial 
thereof, and burn it upon the altar, and afterward shall cause the woman to drink 
the water. 

 G. Thank offerings 
i. 2 Chronicles 33:16  And he repaired the altar of the LORD, and sacrificed 
thereon peace offerings and thank offerings, and commanded Judah to serve the 
LORD God of Israel. 

 H. Drink offerings 
i. Ezra 7:17 That thou mayest buy speedily with this money bullocks, rams, 
lambs, with their meat offerings and their drink offerings, and offer them upon the 
altar of the house of your God which is in Jerusalem. 

 I. Wood offerings 
i. Nehemiah 10:34 And we cast the lots among the priests, the Levites, and the 
people, for the wood offering, to bring it into the house of our God, after the 
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houses of our fathers, at times appointed year by year, to burn upon the altar of 
the LORD our God, as it is written in the law: 

3. It is a place to express thankfulness to God 
A. Genesis 8:20 Genesis 8:20 And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of 
every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

4. It was built after a manifestation of God 
A. Genesis 12:7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give 
this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. 

5. It is a place of worship 
A. Genesis 12:8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, 
and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he 
builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD. 
B. Genesis 13:4  Unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first: and 
there Abram called on the name of the LORD.  
C. Genesis 26:25 And he builded an altar there, and called upon the name of the LORD, 
and pitched his tent there: and there Isaac's servants digged a well. 

6. Altars were named 
 A. Elelohe-Israel  

i. Genesis 33:20  And he erected there an altar, and called it Elelohe-Israel. 
   a. Built by Jacob 
 B. Elbethel 

i. Genesis 35:7  And he built there an altar, and called the place Elbethel: 
because there God appeared unto him, when he fled from the face of his brother. 

   a. Built by Jacob 
 C. Jehovahnissi  

i. Exodus 17:15 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi: 
   a. Built by Moses 
 D. Ed 

i. Joshua 22:34 And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad called the 
altar Ed: for it shall be a witness between us that the LORD is God. 

 E. Jehovahshalom 
i. Judges 6:24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and called it 
Jehovahshalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

7. Commanded by God 
A. Genesis 35:1 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and 
make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face 
of Esau thy brother.  

  i. Jacob obeyed in Genesis 35:7. 
B. Judges 6:26 And build an altar unto the LORD thy God upon the top of this rock, in 
the ordered place, and take the second bullock, and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood 
of the grove which thou shalt cut down. 
 i. God commanded Gideon to do this. 
C. 2 Samuel 24:18 And Gad came that day to David, and said unto him, Go up, rear an 
altar unto the LORD in the threshingfloor of Araunah the Jebusite. (1 Chronicles 21:18). 

8. What altars were made of 
A. Earth 

i. Exodus 20:24  An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice 
thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in 
all places where I record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee.  

 B. Stone 
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i. Exodus 20:25  And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not build it 
of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it.  
ii. Deuteronomy 27:5,6 And there shalt thou build an altar unto the LORD thy 
God, an altar of stones: thou shalt not lift up any iron tool upon them. Thou shalt 
build the altar of the LORD thy God of whole stones: and thou shalt offer burnt 
offerings thereon unto the LORD thy God: 
iii. Joshua 8:31 As Moses the servant of the LORD commanded the children of 
Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of whole stones, 
over which no man hath lift up any iron: and they offered thereon burnt offerings 
unto the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings. 
iv. 1 Kings 18:32 And with the stones (Elijah) built an altar in the name of the 
LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two 
measures of seed. 

 C. Shittim wood 
i. Exodus 27:1 And thou shalt make an altar of shittim wood, five cubits long, and 
five cubits broad; the altar shall be foursquare: and the height thereof shall be 
three cubits.  
ii. Exodus 37:25 And he made the incense altar of shittim wood: the length of it 
was a cubit, and the breadth of it a cubit; it was foursquare; and two cubits was 
the height of it; the horns thereof were of the same. 
iii. Exodus 38:1 And he made the altar of burnt offering of shittim wood: five 
cubits was the length thereof, and five cubits the breadth thereof; it was 
foursquare; and three cubits the height thereof. 

 D. Brass 
i. Exodus 38:30  And therewith he made the sockets to the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and the brasen altar, and the brasen grate for it, and all the 
vessels of the altar, 
ii. Exodus 39:39  The brasen altar, and his grate of brass, his staves, and all his 
vessels, the laver and his foot, 
iii. 1 Kings 8:64 The same day did the king hallow the middle of the court that 
was before the house of the LORD: for there he offered burnt offerings, and meat 
offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings: because the brasen altar that was 
before the LORD was too little to receive the burnt offerings, and meat offerings, 
and the fat of the peace offerings. 
iv. 2 Chronicles 1:5,6 Moreover the brasen altar, that Bezaleel the son of Uri, the 
son of Hur, had made, he put before the tabernacle of the LORD: and Solomon 
and the congregation sought unto it. And Solomon went up thither to the brasen 
altar before the LORD, which was at the tabernacle of the congregation, and 
offered a thousand burnt offerings upon it.  
v. 2 Chronicles 4:1 Moreover he made an altar of brass, twenty cubits the length 
thereof, and twenty cubits the breadth thereof, and ten cubits the height thereof. 
vi. 2 Chronicles 7:7  Moreover Solomon hallowed the middle of the court that was 
before the house of the LORD: for there he offered burnt offerings, and the fat of 
the peace offerings, because the brasen altar which Solomon had made was not 
able to receive the burnt offerings, and the meat offerings, and the fat. 
vii. Ezekiel 9:2 And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, which 
lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter weapon in his hand; and one 
man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by his side: and 
they went in, and stood beside the brasen altar. 

 E. Gold 
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i. Exodus 39:38  And the golden altar, and the anointing oil, and the sweet 
incense, and the hanging for the tabernacle door, 
ii. Exodus 40:5  And thou shalt set the altar of gold for the incense before the ark 
of the testimony, and put the hanging of the door to the tabernacle. 
iii. Exodus 40:26  And he put the golden altar in the tent of the congregation 
before the vail: 
iv. Numbers 4:11 And upon the golden altar they shall spread a cloth of blue, and 
cover it with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put to the staves thereof: 
v. 1 Kings 6:20  And the oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits in length, and 
twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits in the height thereof: and he overlaid 
it with pure12 gold; and so covered the altar which was of cedar.  
vi. 1 Kings 6:22  And the whole house he overlaid with gold, until he had finished 
all the house: also the whole altar that was by the oracle he overlaid with gold.  
vii. 1 Kings 7:48 And Solomon made all the vessels that pertained unto the house 
of the LORD: the altar of gold, and the table of gold, whereupon the shewbread 
was, 
viii. Revelation 8:3  And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a 
golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer 
it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 
ix. Revelation 9:13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the 
four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 

 F. Cedar 
i. 1 Kings 6:20  And the oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits in length, and 
twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits in the height thereof: and he overlaid 
it with pure12 gold; and so covered the altar which was of cedar. 

 G. Wood 
i. Ezekiel 41:22 The altar of wood was three cubits high, and the length thereof 
two cubits; and the corners thereof, and the length thereof, and the walls thereof, 
were of wood: and he said unto me, This is the table that is before the LORD. 

 H. Brick 
i. Isaiah 65:3 A people that provoketh me to anger continually to my face; that 
sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth incense upon altars of brick; 

9. Altar of incense  
A. Exodus 30:1 And thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon: of shittim wood shalt 
thou make it.  
B. Exodus 30:27 And the table and all his vessels, and the candlestick and his vessels, 
and the altar of incense,  
C. Exodus 31:8 And the table and his furniture, and the pure candlestick with all his 
furniture, and the altar of incense,  
D. Exodus 35:15 And the incense altar, and his staves, and the anointing oil, and the 
sweet incense, and the hanging for the door at the entering in of the tabernacle, 
E. Exodus 37:25 And he made the incense altar of shittim wood: the length of it was a 
cubit, and the breadth of it a cubit; it was foursquare; and two cubits was the height of it; 
the horns thereof were of the same. 
F. Exodus 40:5  And thou shalt set the altar of gold for the incense before the ark of the 
testimony, and put the hanging of the door to the tabernacle. 
G. Leviticus 4:7 And the priest shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar of 
sweet incense before the LORD, which is in the tabernacle of the congregation; and 
shall pour all the blood of the bullock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, 
which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.  
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H. 1 Chronicles 6:49 But Aaron and his sons offered upon the altar of the burnt offering, 
and on the altar of incense, and were appointed for all the work of the place most holy, 
and to make an atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the servant of God had 
commanded. 
I. 1 Chronicles 28:18 And for the altar of incense refined gold by weight; and gold for the 
pattern of the chariot of the cherubims, that spread out their wings, and covered the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD. 
J. 2 Chronicles 4:19 And Solomon made all the vessels that were for the house of God, 
the golden altar also, and the tables whereon the shewbread was set; 
K. 2 Chronicles 26:16 But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction: 
for he transgressed against the LORD his God, and went into the temple of the LORD to 
burn incense upon the altar of incense.  
L. 2 Chronicles 26:19 Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn 
incense: and while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up in his 
forehead before the priests in the house of the LORD, from beside the incense altar. 
M. Luke 1:11  And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense. 

10. Altars to false gods or heathen altars 
A. Exodus 32:5  And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made 
proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD.  
B. Altars were not to be built by groves. 

i. Deuteronomy 16:21 Thou shalt not plant thee a grove of any trees near unto 
the altar of the LORD thy God, which thou shalt make thee. 

 C. Altar to Baal 
i. Judges 6:25 And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said unto him, 
Take thy father's young bullock, even the second bullock of seven years old, and 
throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the grove that is 
by it:  
ii. Judges 6:28  And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, 
the altar of Baal was cast down, and the grove was cut down that was by it, and 
the second bullock was offered upon the altar that was built.  
iii. Judges 6:30-32  Then the men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out thy son, 
that he may die: because he hath cast down the altar of Baal, and because he 
hath cut down the grove that was by it. And Joash said unto all that stood against 
him, Will ye plead for Baal? will ye save him? he that will plead for him, let him be 
put to death whilst it is yet morning: if he be a god, let him plead for himself, 
because one hath cast down his altar. Therefore on that day he called him 
Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal plead against him, because he hath thrown down his 
altar. 
iii. 1 Kings 16:32 And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which 
he had built in Samaria. 
iv. 1 Kings 18:26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they 
dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, 
O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped 
upon the altar which was made. 
v. 2 Kings 11:18 And all the people of the land went into the house of Baal, and 
brake it down; his altars and his images brake they in pieces thoroughly, and 
slew Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. And the priest appointed officers 
over the house of the LORD. 
vi. 2 Kings 21:3 For he built up again the high places which Hezekiah his father 
had destroyed; and he reared up altars for Baal, and made a grove, as did Ahab 
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king of Israel; and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served them. (also 2 
Chronicles 33:3). 
vii. 2 Chronicles 23:17 Then all the people went to the house of Baal, and brake it 
down, and brake his altars and his images in pieces, and slew Mattan the priest 
of Baal before the altars. 
viii. Jeremiah 11:13  For according to the number of thy cities were thy gods, O 
Judah; and according to the number of the streets of Jerusalem have ye set up 
altars to that shameful thing, even altars to burn incense unto Baal. 

D. 1 Kings 12:33 So he offered upon the altar which he had made in Bethel the fifteenth 
day of the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised of his own heart; and 
ordained a feast unto the children of Israel: and he offered upon the altar, and burnt 
incense. 

i. 2 Kings 23:15 Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place which 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had made, both that altar 
and the high place he brake down, and burned the high place, and stamped it 
small to powder, and burned the grove. 

E. 2 Kings 16:10-15 And king Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglathpileser king of 
Assyria, and saw an altar that was at Damascus: and king Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest 
the fashion of the altar, and the pattern of it, according to all the workmanship thereof. 
And Urijah the priest built an altar according to all that king Ahaz had sent from 
Damascus: so Urijah the priest made it against king Ahaz came from Damascus. And 
when the king was come from Damascus, the king saw the altar: and the king 
approached to the altar, and offered thereon. And he burnt his burnt offering and his 
meat offering, and poured his drink offering, and sprinkled the blood of his peace 
offerings, upon the altar. And he brought also the brasen altar, which was before the 
LORD, from the forefront of the house, from between the altar and the house of the 
LORD, and put it on the north side of the altar. And king Ahaz commanded Urijah the 
priest, saying, Upon the great altar burn the morning burnt offering, and the evening 
meat offering, and the king's burnt sacrifice, and his meat offering, with the burnt offering 
of all the people of the land, and their meat offering, and their drink offerings; and 
sprinkle upon it all the blood of the burnt offering, and all the blood of the sacrifice: and 
the brasen altar shall be for me to enquire by. 
F. Acts 17:23  For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this 
inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him 
declare I unto you. 
G. To be destroyed 

i. Exodus 34:13  But ye shall destroy their altars, break their images, and cut 
down their groves: 
ii. Deuteronomy 7:5 But thus shall ye deal with them; ye shall destroy their altars, 
and break down their images,1 and cut down their groves, and burn their graven 
images with fire.  
iii. Deuteronomy 12:3 And ye shall overthrow their altars, and break their pillars, 
and burn their groves with fire; and ye shall hew down the graven images of their 
gods, and destroy the names of them out of that place.  
iv. Judges 2:2  And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye 
shall throw down their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye 
done this? 
v. 2 Kings 11:18 And all the people of the land went into the house of Baal, and 
brake it down; his altars and his images brake they in pieces thoroughly, and 
slew Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. And the priest appointed officers 
over the house of the LORD. 
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vi. 2 Kings 23:12 And the altars that were on the top of the upper chamber of 
Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had 
made in the two courts of the house of the LORD, did the king beat down, and 
brake them down from thence, and cast the dust of them into the brook 
Kidron.(also 2 Chronicles 33:15) 
vii. 2 Chronicles 14:3  For he took away the altars of the strange gods, and the 
high places, and brake down the images, and cut down the groves: 
viii. 2 Chronicles 23:17 Then all the people went to the house of Baal, and brake 
it down, and brake his altars and his images in pieces, and slew Mattan the priest 
of Baal before the altars. 
ix. 2 Chronicles 30:14 And they arose and took away the altars that were in 
Jerusalem, and all the altars for incense took they away, and cast them into the 
brook Kidron. 
x. 2 Chronicles 31:1 Now when all this was finished, all Israel that were present 
went out to the cities of Judah, and brake the images in pieces, and cut down the 
groves, and threw down the high places and the altars out of all Judah and 
Benjamin, in Ephraim also and Manasseh, until they had utterly destroyed them 
all. Then all the children of Israel returned, every man to his possession, into their 
own cities. 

 H. To the host of heaven 
i. 2 Kings 21:5  And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of 
the house of the LORD. (also 2 Chronicles 33:5; 34:4,7) 

11. Under the Mosaic Law, those with physical deformities could not come to the altar. 
A. Leviticus 21:23 Only he shall not go in unto the vail, nor come nigh unto the altar, 
because he hath a blemish; that he profane not my sanctuaries: for I the LORD do 
sanctify them.  
B. Leviticus 22:22  Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a wen, or scurvy, or scabbed, 
ye shall not offer these unto the LORD, nor make an offering by fire of them upon the 
altar unto the LORD.  

12. Altar of witness and remembrance 
A. Joshua 22:28 Therefore said we, that it shall be, when they should so say to us or to 
our generations in time to come, that we may say again, Behold the pattern of the altar 
of the LORD, which our fathers made, not for burnt offerings, nor for sacrifices; but it is a 
witness between us and you. 

13. Altars were places of judicial sanctuary. 
A. 1 Kings 1:50,51  And Adonijah feared because of Solomon, and arose, and went, and 
caught hold on the horns of the altar. And it was told Solomon, saying, Behold, Adonijah 
feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath caught hold on the horns of the altar, saying, Let 
king Solomon swear unto me to day that he will not slay his servant with the sword.  
B. 1 Kings 2:28  Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had turned after Adonijah, though 
he turned not after Absalom. And Joab fled unto the tabernacle of the LORD, and caught 
hold on the horns of the altar. 

14. Millennial altars 
A. Isaiah 19:19 In that day shall there be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of 
Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to the LORD. 
B. Ezekiel 40-48 

15. Gifts were brought to the altar. 
A. Matthew 5:23,24 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest 
that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.  
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B. Matthew 23:18-20 And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but 
whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools and blind: for 
whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? Whoso therefore shall 
swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon.  

16. Swearing by the altar. 
A. Matthew 23:18 And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever 
sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. 
B. Matthew 23:20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all 
things thereon. 

17. The Believer’s altar 
A. Hebrews 13:10 We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the 
tabernacle.  

18. Human sacrifices upon the altar 
A. James 2:21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered 
Isaac his son upon the altar?  

19. Souls under the altar 
A. Revelation 6:9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls 
of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:  

20. Israel throwing down their altars to God 
A. 1 Kings 19:10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for 
the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy 
prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it 
away. (also 1 Kings 19:14; Romans 11:3) 

21. Altars to sin 
A. Hosea 8:11  Because Ephraim hath made many altars to sin, altars shall be unto him 
to sin.  
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