
The Bible is the book that God has given to reveal Himself to mankind.  
 
It answers all of life’s important questions: 
1.  Who is God?  
2. Where did man come from?  
3. What is the purpose of life?  
4. Why is the world filled with suffering?  
5. Why does man die? What happens after death?  
6. How can man get into right relationship with God?  
7. Who is Jesus?  
8. Why did he die?  
9. What will happen in the future? 
 
The Bible was written by about 40 different prophets that God chose, and they wrote the 
words that God gave them (2 Peter 1:21).  
 
It was written over a period of about 1,600 years, from about 1500 B.C. to 90 A.D. 
 
The word “bible” is from the Greek word biblios, which means a book.  
1. The Bible is one Book  but it is divided into two major sections--the Old Testament 
and the New Testament.  
2. Further, there are 66 individual books in the Bible: 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in 
the New.  
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT 
1. God’s covenant with man through the Law of Moses.  
2. The Law was given to prepare the way for the coming of Jesus by revealing God’s 
holiness and man’s sinfulness (Romans 3:19-20). 
3. The Old Testament was written primarily in the Hebrew language with portions of 
Daniel written in Aramaic . 
4. The Old Testament is divided into the following major sections: 

A. The Law -- Genesis to Deuteronomy. This section is also called the 
Pentateuch (meaning “five books”). It describes the creation of heaven and earth 
and man, the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, the worldwide flood of Noah’s 
day, the Tower of Babel and the multiplication of the languages, the call of 
Abraham and the beginning of the Jewish nation through Abraham’s sons, 
Israel’s Egyptian bondage and exodus, and the giving of God’s Law (including 
the 10 Commandments). 
B. The History -- Joshua to Esther. This section contains the history of Israel, the 
Jewish nation, from the time of the conquering of the Promised Land to the 
Babylonian Captivity. 
C. The Poetic Books -- Job to the Song of Solomon. This section deals with the 
worship of God and profound questions of life. 
D. The Prophets -- Isaiah to Malachi. This section contains prophecies 
concerning Israel, mankind as a whole, and Jesus Christ. 

 



NEW TESTAMENT  
1. God’s covenant with man through the salvation purchased by Christ. The New 
Testament contains the account of Christ’s miraculous birth, life, death, resurrection and 
ascension to heaven, the teachings of Christ’s apostles, and prophecies of the future. 
2. The New Testament was written in the Greek language. 
3. The New Testament is divided into the following major sections: 

A. The Gospels -- Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. The four Gospels give the birth, 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ.  
B. The Acts of the Apostles. The book of Acts contains the history of the 
establishment and spread of the first churches. 
C. Paul’s Epistles -- Romans to Philemon. These are letters written by Paul to 
instruct various churches and individuals in Christian doctrine. 
D. The General Epistles -- Hebrews to Jude. These are called the “general 
epistles” because they were not written to churches but were written for a general 
audience.  

i. They were written by James, Peter, Jude, and John and maybe Paul if 
he wrote Hebrews.. 

E. Prophecy -- Revelation. This book contains prophecies about the end of the 
age. 

 
The Divine Inspiration of the Bible 
1. The Bible was written by men that were chosen of God. They wrote the words that 
God gave them. This is called “divine inspiration.”  
2. Important verses: 
 A. 1 Corinthians 2:13, Which things also we speak, not in the words which 
 man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth. 

B. 2 Timothy 3:16, All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
 profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
 righteousness: 

i. The Bible is set apart from all other books. Here the Scriptures are called 
“holy.” The Bible alone is God’s divine Word to mankind. 
ii. The Bible is from God. The Scriptures are God-breathed. Though 
written by men, the Bible was breathed out by God.  
iii. The Bible is sufficient to make the Christian complete and mature. 
iv. The Scripture is thus the sole authority for faith and practice in the 
individual believer’s life and in the church. 

C. 2 Peter 1:21, For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:  
 but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

i. This passage explains the method whereby the Bible was given. God 
used men, but He used them in such a way that what they wrote was 
God’s Word 

 D. 2 Peter 3:2, That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken 
 before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of 
 the Lord and Saviour. 
 E. Jude 17, Beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of 
 the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



3. This clearly indicates that inspiration (or God-breathing) had to do with somebody 
breathing out of their mouth, speaking words, then somebody writing down the words 
that were spoken. 
4. If the Bible is inspired and if it came from God, then it contains no errors or 
contraditions. 
 
The Canonization of the Bible 
1. The canon of the Bible refers to the authoritative list of the 66 books that comprise 
the Old and New Testaments.  
2. The word canon means “a reed,” referring to a measuring stick. It describes the 
process of testing something by a set rule or standard.  
3. The canonization of Scripture is something that must be accepted by faith, because 
the historical record of exactly how it was accomplished does not exist. The God who 
gave the Scripture led His people in determining which books to include. 
4. The Old Testament was collected by the Jews. It was to the Jews that God assigned 
the task of preserving the Hebrew Scripture (Romans 3:1-2). Even though they did not 
always obey the Scripture, the Jews held it in reverence and believed that each jot and 
tittle was the inspired Word of God. The Dead Sea Scrolls, which date to at least 100 
years before Christ, contained the same books of the Old Testament that we have in our 
Bibles today.  
5. The New Testament was collected by the early churches. This process was led by the 
Spirit of God. Jesus promised that the Spirit would guide the apostles into all truth (John 
16:13; 1 John 2:20).  
6. Canonization was not the haphazard process that is described in most contemporary 
books on the history of the Bible. By the second century we have evidence that the 
entire New Testament was commonly recognized as Scripture by the believers.  
 
Preservation 
1. God preserved the original manuscripts but they have been lost.  
2. Believers made highly accurate copies of those originals and circulated them. 
3. Believers also translated those originals into other languages. 
4. Copying does not destroy inspiration if the copy is identical to the original. 
5. Verses 
 A. Psalm 12:6,7, The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a 
 furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou 
 shalt preserve them from this generation for ever. 
 B. Isaiah 30:8, Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, 
 that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever: 
 
There are seven crowning wonders of the Bible: 
1. The wonder of its formation.  
 A. One book written in one place in one language, another book written in 
 another country centuries later in another language, with all of them coming 
 together to teach future events that have not yet taken place. 
2. The wonder of its unification. 



 A.  It is a library of sixty-six books, yet only one book, for it has but one Author, 
 the Holy Spirit. 
 B. There are no contradictions in the Authorized Version. You say, “Prove it.” You 
 disprove it. Any supposed contradictions have all been explained. 
3. The wonder of its age.  
 A. The Bible is by far the most ancient of all books. And it is still with us. It is still 
 the most popular book. It is the most studied book. More books are written about 
 the Bible than any other book, 
4. The wonder of its sales.  
 A. The Bible is the best-seller of all time, and it has always had more sales than 
 any other two books combined.  
 B. The King James Bible has outsold more copies than any other four 
 translations combined.  
 C. Even in this apostate age, the Bible is still the all-time best seller. 
 
5. The wonder of its interest.  
 A. It is the only book that is read by all classes and ages of mankind.  
 B. It is read by Ph.D.’s and children.  
 C. It is read by all nations.  
 D. It is translated into all languages. 
 E. More books are written about the Bible than about any other book. 
6. The wonder of its language.  
 A. It is written largely by uneducated men, yet it is considered a literary 
 masterpiece. 
7. The wonder of its preservation.  
 A. It has been the most hated of all books.  
  i. Fundamentalists make fun of it.  
  ii. Neo-Orthodox people and Rome hate it.  
  iii. Neo-Evangelicals ignore it. 
 B. Time and time again, kings and governments have sought to burn the King 
 James Bible or abolish it. Yet, God has preserved it for us today, and it can be 
 found in almost every home. There is nobody in America who can’t get a King 
 James Bible. 
 
There are seven main symbols in the Bible. 
1. A sword.  
 A. The Bible is a pointed word that convicts the hearer.  
 B, Hebrews 4:12, For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 
 than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
 and spirit. 
2. A hammer.  
 A. It is powerful and breaks the resistance of the hearer.  
 B. Jeremiah 23:29, Is not my word...like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
 pieces? 
3. Seed.  
 A. The Bible is the living word, regenerating the hearer.  



 B. 1 Peter 1:23, Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
 incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 
4. A mirror.  
 A. It is a faithful reflection revealing the individual to himself.  
 B. James 1:23,24, For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is 
 like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth  
 himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man 
 he was. 
5. A fire.  
 A. It is a burning word that consumes the dross and purifies the hearer.  
 B. Jeremiah 20:9, Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any 
 more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up 
 in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay. 
 C. Jeremiah 23:29, Is not my word like as a fire? 
6. A lamp.  
 A. The Bible is an illuminating word, guiding the believer day by day.  
 B. Psalm 119:105, Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 
7. Various food. 
 A.  Milk 
  i. 1 Corinthians 3:2, I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for  
  hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 
  ii. Hebrews 5:12,13, For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye  
  have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of  
  the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and  
  not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the  
  word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 
  iii. 1 Peter 2:2, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, 
  that ye may grow thereby. 
 B. Meat  
  i. 1 Corinthians 3:2, I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for  
  hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 
  ii. Hebrews 5:12,13, For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye  
  have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of  
  the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and  
  not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the  
  word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 
 C. Bread 
  i. Matthew 4:4, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word  
  that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
 
How To Read the Bible 
1. Read Carefully-Find a favorite place for reading, a place that is conducive to study 
and meditation. Don't strain for points that are not present, but read naturally so that the 
Bible will declare its own truth. 
2. Read Prayerfully-Pray that the Holy Spirit will illuminate your understanding. 
Intersperse your reading with periods of reflection and prayer. 



3. Read Reflectively-Take time to think on the things you read. Reflect, meditate, and 
contemplate. Let God's Word burn into your heart as you meditate on it. 
4. Read Regularly-Endeavor to read each day, not spasmodically or intermittently. 
Choose the best time of the day for you. 
5. Read Repeatedly-Don't rush. Read the same books and passages over and over until 
they are familiar to you. The constant reviewing will fix in your mind those things you 
have read. 
6. Read Introspectively-Apply what you read to your own life. See how it can help you, 
cleanse you, and strengthen you. Don't read words but read a message to your heart.  


